
World Christianity
History, Methodologies, Horizons

Edited by

Jehu J. Hanciles



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the 
mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of 
the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimensions 
of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures and 
religious traditions, and to serve the cause of reconciliation and peace. The books 
published reflect the views of their authors and do not represent the official posi-
tion of the Maryknoll Society. To learn more about Orbis Books, please visit our 
website at www.orbisbooks.com.

Copyright © 2021 by Jehu J. Hanciles.

Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302. 

All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any 
information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from 
the publisher. 

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis Books, 
P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Hanciles, Jehu, 1964- editor.  
Title: World Christianity : history, methodologies, horizons / edited by 
 Jehu J. Hanciles.  
Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, [2021] | Includes bibliographical 
 references and index. | Summary: “Provides a critical reassessment of 
 the study of world Christianity that connects historical developments to 
 current debates and new trajectories”—Provided by publisher.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2021016753 (print) | LCCN 2021016754 (ebook) | ISBN 
 9781626984486 (print) | ISBN 9781608339112 (ebook)  
Subjects: LCSH: Christianity. 
Classification: LCC BR121.3 .W669 2021  (print) | LCC BR121.3  (ebook) | 
 DDC 270—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021016753
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021016754



v

Contents

Acknowledgments� vii

Introduction
World Christianity Interrupted: Green Shoots and Growing Pains
Jehu J. Hanciles� ix

Section I: Conception and Institutionalization� 1

 1. �World Christianity as a Revitalization Movement
Dana L. Robert� 3

 2. �World Christianity: History, Conception, and Interpretation 
Emma Wild-Wood, Carlos F. Cardoza-Orlandi, 
and Dyron Daughrity� 23

 3. �World Christianity Curricula: A Perspective from Missiology / 
Mission Studies 
Kirsteen Kim� 44

Section II: Methodology and Interdisciplinary Approaches� 61

 4. �Preparing and Equipping Scholars of World Christianity: 
Deep Understanding, Comparative Imagination, and 
Theological Awareness
Paul Kollman� 63

 5. �World Christianity and the Challenge of Interdisciplinarity 
Kwok Pui-lan and Gina A. Zurlo� 75



vi Contents

 6. �“Worlding” Christianity: Approaches to the Making 
and Breaking of Confessional Boundaries
Shobana Shankar� 97

Section III: Expanding Horizons� 117

 7. �Taking More Seriously the Asian Faces of World Christianity 
Gemma Tulud Cruz� 119

 8. �Granting Full Citizenship to Latin American Christianities 
in World Christianity
Raimundo C. Barreto� 138

 9. �World Christianity in a Chinese Christian Perspective
Pan-chiu Lai� 158

10. �Incorporating Middle Eastern Christianity into World Christianity 
Deanna Ferree Womack� 171

11. �Generational Transitions and New Conceptions
Helen Jin Kim� 185

Contributors� 202

Index� 205




