
 
 
 
 
 
 No Guilty Bystander 
 
 

The Extraordinary Life of  
Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Frank Fromherz and Suzanne Sattler, IHM 
 
 
 



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the mind, 
nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of the Maryknoll 
Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimensions of the Christian 
faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and 
to serve the cause of reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views 
of their authors and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. To 
learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.orbis-
books.com.  
 
 
Copyright © 2023 by Frank Fromherz and Suzanne Sattler, IHM 
 
Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.  
 
All rights reserved.  
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any informa-
tion storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the pub-
lisher.  
Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis Books, P.O. 
Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302. 
 
Manufactured in the United States of America 
 
 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
 
Names: Fromherz, Frank, 1953– author. | Sattler, Suzanne, author.   
Title: No guilty bystander : the extraordinary life of Bishop Thomas  
   Gumbleton / Frank Fromherz and Suzanne Sattler, IHM.   
Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, [2023] | Includes bibliographical  
   references and index. | Summary: “A biography of Thomas Gumbleton,  
   auxiliary bishop of Detroit (retired), who has been a prophetic champion  
   for peace, social justice, and church reform”— Provided by publisher.   
Identifiers: LCCN 2022057390 (print) | LCCN 2022057391 (ebook) | ISBN  
   9781626985230 (print) | ISBN 9781608339846 (ebook)   
Subjects: LCSH: Gumbleton, Thomas J. | Catholic Church—United  
   States—Bishops—Biography. | Catholic Church—United  
   States—History—20th century. | Social justice—Religious  
   aspects—Catholic Church. | Social justice—Developing countries.  
Classification: LCC BX4705.G8433 F76 2023  (print) | LCC BX4705.G8433   
   (ebook) | DDC 282.092 [B]—dc23/eng/20230315  
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022057390 
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022057391



 
 
 
 

 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 

Preface by Bishop Thomas J. Gumbleton                                                    vii 

Introduction                                                                                                   ix 
 
 

Part One 

1.   Personal Turning Point: America’s War in Vietnam                               3 

2.   Competitive Gump                                                                                16 

3.   Doer of the Word                                                                                   26 

4.   Call to Action in Church and World                                                      42 

5.   Pax Christi and Gospel Nonviolence                                                    57 

6.   With the Hostages in Iran                                                                      70 

7.   Taking Up The Challenge of Peace                                                      82 

8.   Moving Beyond The Challenge of Peace                                           106 

 
 

Part Two 

9.   My Brother Came Out                                                                         125 

10.  Accompaniment and Solidarity in Central America                           148 

11.  Cries of Iraq, 9/11, and Afghanistan                                                   169 

12.  With the People of Haiti                                                                      196 



13.  Two Graces in a Small Village                                                            209 

14.  Ministry in Detroit and Michigan                                                       216 

15.  Ministry and the Sex Abuse Crisis in the Church                               229 

 

 

Part Three 

16.  Character                                                                                             243 

17.  Significance                                                                                         257 

Final Questions for the Road Ahead                                                          267 

 

Acknowledgments                                                                                       269 

Notes                                                                                                           271 

Index                                                                                                           307 

 
 

                                                         CONTENTS




