MysTtics IN ACTION
Twelve Saints for Today

Bruck G. EpPPERLY

ORBIS@BODKS

Maryknoll, New York 10545



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten
the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publish-
ing arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the
global dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue
with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of rec-
onciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their authors
and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. To learn
more about Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.orbisbooks.com.

Copyright © 2020 by Bruce G. Epperly
Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.
All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, record-
ing, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission
in writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis
Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Epperly, Bruce Gordon, author.

Title: Mystics in action : twelve saints for today / Bruce G. Epperly.

Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, 2020. | Includes
bibliographical references and index. | Summary: Portrays the lives
and experiences of twelve mystical activists, exploring their
worldview and spirituality and their relationship to social
transformation

Identifiers: LCCN 2020021057 (print) | LCCN 2020021058 (ebook)
| ISBN 9781626983892 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9781608338535
(epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Mystics—Biography.

Classification: LCC BV5095.A1 E66 2020 (print) | LCC BV5095.A1
(ebook) | DDC 270.8092/2 [B]—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020021057

LC ebook record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2020021058



Contents

Acknowledgments vii

Introduction: Heavenly Minded and Earthly Good:

The Mystic as Activist ix
1. Reverence for Life: Albert Schweitzer 1
2. Prophetic Resistance: Dietrich Bonhoeffer 10
3. Empathetic Spirituality: Simone Weil 29
4. Head, Heart, and Hands: Rufus Jones 44
5. Mysticism on the World Stage: Dag Hammarskjold 53
6. Prophetic Prayerfulness: Martin Luther King Jr. 64
7. Radical Spirituality: Abraham Joshua Heschel 79
8. It Will Be Solved in the Walking: Peace Pilgrim 90
9. Contemplation and Compassion: Thomas Merton 100

10. Revolution of the Heart: Dorothy Day 112



vi

11. Conversion of the Heart: Oscar Romero
12. Something Beautiful for God: Mother Teresa

Epilogue: Our Legs Are Praying:
Twenty-First-Century Mystics

Index

Contents

125

139

150

154





