
Doing Christian Ethics 
from the Margins

Third Edition

Miguel A. De La Torre

De_La_Torre_03.indd   3De_La_Torre_03.indd   3 7/29/23   12:23 PM7/29/23   12:23 PM



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the mind, 
nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of  the Maryknoll 
Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimensions of  the Christian 
faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and 
to serve the cause of  reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views 
of  their authors and do not represent the official position of  the Maryknoll Society. To 
learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.orbis-
books.com.

Copyright © 2023 by Miguel A. De La Torre

Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.  

All rights reserved. 

No part of  this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information 
storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.  

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis Books, P.O. 
Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of  America

Library of  Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names:  De La Torre, Miguel A., author.  
Title:  Doing Christian ethics from the margins  /  Miguel A. De La Torre.  
Description:  Third edition.  |  Maryknoll, NY  :  Orbis Books, 2023.  |  Includes 
    bibliographical references and index.  |  Summary: “Develops the hermeneutic  
    circle of  liberation theology for ethical action”—  Provided by publisher.  
Identifiers:  LCCN 2023017742 (print)  |  LCCN 2023017743 (ebook)  |   
    ISBN 9781626985346  |  ISBN 9781608339914 (epub)  
Subjects:  LCSH:  Christian ethics—Textbooks.  |  Marginality, Social—Moral and  
    ethical aspects—Textbooks. 
Classification:  LCC BJ1251 .D38 2023  (print)  |  LCC BJ1251  (ebook)  |  
    DDC 241—dc23/eng/20230614 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023017742
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023017743

De_La_Torre_03.indd   4De_La_Torre_03.indd   4 7/29/23   12:23 PM7/29/23   12:23 PM



vii

Contents

	 Prefaces and Acknowledgments.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                       	 ix

Part I 
ETHICAL THEORY

	 1.	 Doing Christian Ethics.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         	 3 
	 2.	 The (De)Liberation of  Ethics.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 20 
	 3.	 The Liberation of  Ethics.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        	 48 

Part II 
CASE STUDIES OF GLOBAL RELATIONSHIPS

	 4.	 Introducing Global Relationships.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 63
	 5.	 Global Poverty .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             	 78 
	 6.	 War and Peace .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 98
	 7.	 Environment .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                              	 132

Part III 
CASE STUDIES OF NATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

	 8.	 Introduction to National Relationships .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 161 
	 9.	 National Poverty .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            	 167 
	10.	 Politics .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 200 
	11.	 Life and Death .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                             	 229 

Part IV 
CASE STUDIES OF BUSINESS RELATIONSHIPS

	12.	 Introduction to Business Relationships .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 257 
	13.	 Corporate Accountability.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        	 261 
	14.	 Sexism .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 289
	15.	 Affirmative Action .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           	 318

	 Conclusion: Acting—Implementing Praxis .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	345
	 Bibliography .  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   	 351 
	 Index.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   	 369

De_La_Torre_03.indd   7De_La_Torre_03.indd   7 7/29/23   12:23 PM7/29/23   12:23 PM




