
Siblings All, Sign of the Times

The Social Teaching of  
Pope Francis

Cardinal Michael Czerny  
and Christian Barone

 
Foreword by Pope Francis

Translated by Julian Paparella
 



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the 
mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm 
of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global di-
mensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse 
cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of reconciliation and 
peace. The books published reflect the views of their authors and do not rep-
resent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. To learn more about 
Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website at www.orbisbooks.com.

English translation copyright © 2022 by Orbis Books.

Original edition, copyright © 2021 by Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 00120 Città 
del Vaticano.

Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302. 

All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, 
or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in 
writing from the publisher. 

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis 
Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America.
Book design and typesetting by Joan Weber Laflamme.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Czerny, Michael, 1946- author. | Barone, Christian, 1982– author. | 
   Paparella, Julian, translator.  
Title: Siblings all, sign of the times : the social teaching of Pope Francis / 

Cardinal Michael Czerny and Christian Barone ; foreword by Pope Fran-
cis ; translated by Julian Paparella.  

Other titles: Fraternità “segno dei tempi.” English  
Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, 2022. | “Original edition, copy-

right 2021 by Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 00120 Città del  Vaticano.” | In-
cludes bibliographical references and index. Identifiers: LCCN 2022026627 
(print) | LCCN 2022026628 (ebook) | ISBN 9781626984820 (trade paper-
back) | ISBN 9781608339440 (epub)  

Subjects: LCSH: Francis, Pope, 1936– | Christian sociology—Catholic 
authors. 

Classification: LCC BX1378.7 .C9413 2022  (print) | LCC BX1378.7  (ebook) 
| DDC 261.8—dc23/eng/20220718 

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022026627
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022026628



v

ConTenTS

Foreword ix

Abbreviations xv

Acknowledgments xix

Introduction  xxi
Pastoral life as intrinsic to, not derivative of,  

doctrinal elaboration  xxiii
The Church as the “People of God” on the way to 

salvation  xxv
The care of our “common home”  xxviii
Dialogue as path, collaboration as method  xxix
A note on translations and the text  xxxi

Part I
The Social Teaching of Pope Francis

 1. A Teaching That Continues or Breaks with Tradition? 3
A new theological paradigm: Vatican II and taking 

responsibility before the world and history  6
The Church-world relationship and Vatican II’s 

“anthropological turn”  10
Looking at history with the eyes of faith: 

“Discerning the signs of the times”  14
The People of God: Exercising evangelical discernment 

through the faithful’s sense of the faith   17



vi  Contents

 2. After the Council, Two Approaches to Social  
Questions emerge  23
John XXIII and Paul VI: The Church immersed in the 

“human” history of salvation  24
John Paul II: The truth of salvation illuminates human 

history  28
Benedict XVI: The Word of God unveils social evils  34
Francis: The revival of the conciliar perspective of 

Gaudium et Spes  38

 3. Criteria for Discernment: Reading the “Signs of the 
Times” 43
First criterion: Faith that discerns “lifestyles”  45
Second criterion: The common good prevails over the 

logic of private interest  48
Third criterion: The realism of effective charity  51
Fourth criterion: The preferential option for the 

poor  53
Fifth criterion: Care for creation  57

Part II
Siblings All and Social Friendship: A “Sign of the Times”

	 4.		Reflecting	on	the	Problems,	Analyzing	the	Causes	 67
Siblings all as a “sign of the times”  68
Two general objections  72
The shadows of a closed world: Three variables for 

reading the present time  76
The need for a common project  81
Anthropological reductionism and human rights:  

The dignity of the person as the frontier of the 
future  85



Contents  vii

	 5.	 Scrutinizing	the	Present:	Letting	the	Word	of	God	
enlighten Us  89
A parable for everyone: The Word of God transcends 

every border  90
A parable of “perception”: Converting how we look and 

see  92
A stranger on the road: Stimulated to abandon 

disengagement  94
Retreating “together” from the logic of the violent: 

Economy and solidarity  96

	 6.	 Generating	an	Open	World:	Discerning	and	 
Judging 99
The dynamism of grace: The love of Christ that unites 

us to the neighbor  100
Extending the meaning of “being siblings”: Making 

the rights of the person and of peoples truly 
universal  103

A “basic acknowledgment”: The inalienable right 
to integral human development  106

A heart open to the whole world: Immigration as an 
opportunity for enrichment and interchange  109

	 7.	 Building	a	Better	and	More	Open	World	 113
“Good politics”: Striving for the high ideals of social 

ethics  114
Charity as the “soul” of politics: Acting on the global 

level  119
Dialogue and social friendship: Approaching the other 

with respect in order to seek the truth together  123
Pathways toward a new encounter: Builders and artisans 

of peace  129
Two “false answers”: War and the death penalty  137



viii  Contents

 8. The Church and Religions Serving the Universal  
Call to Be Siblings 147
Interreligious dialogue and our all being siblings: 

The relevance of the Declaration Nostra 
Aetate  149

Human dignity and autonomous reason: The need to 
recover the transcendent foundation of the human 
being  153

Church, religions, and political community: The 
public relevance of the “experiential treasure” of 
religions  156

The Gospel is the “source” of Christian identity: 
Church action to defend religious freedom 
and promote ecumenical dialogue  162

Conclusion 171

Appendices

Appendix I. Siblings All after the Pandemic 181
Five principles for transformation in the wake of the 

global COVID-19 crisis  179

Appendix II. Dancing and Mourning 187
Meditate on the Word to discern in the present  185

Index 197




