A BLACK THEOLOGY
OF LIBERATION

Fiftieth Anniversary Edition

James H. Cone

DRBIS@BDDKS

Maryknoll, New York 10545



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten
the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing
arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the
global dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue
with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of
reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their
authors and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society.
To learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website
at www.orbisbooks.com

Copyright © 1986, 1990, 2010, 2020 by The Estate of James H. Cone
Published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Original edition published by J. B. Lippincott Company, copyright © 1970
by James H. Cone, as part of the C. Eric Lincoln Series in Black Religion.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior
permission in writing from the publisher.

Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis
Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545-0302.

Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Cone, James H., author.

Title: A Black theology of liberation / James H. Cone.

Description: Fiftieth anniversary edition. | Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books,
2020. | Includes bibliographical references and index. | Summary: “The
classic text in black theology, with a new foreword by Peter J. Paris and
a new afterword by Kelly Brown Douglas”— Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020016227 (print) | LCCN 2020016228 (ebook) |
ISBN 9781626983854 (trade paperback) | ISBN 9781608338498 (epub)

Subjects: LCSH: Black theology.

Classification: LCC BT82.7 .C666 2020 (print) | LCC BT82.7 (ebook) |
DDC 230.089/96—dc23

LC record available at https:/lcen.loc.gov/2020016227

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020016228



Contents

FOREWORD TO THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY EDITION

BY PETER J. PARIS IX
FOREWORD TO THE 1986 EDITION XV
PREFACE TO THE 1986 EDITION XIX
PREFACE TO THE 1970 EDITION XXIX
1. THE CONTENT OF THEOLOGY 1
2. THE SOURCES AND NORM OF BLACK THEOLOGY 22
3. THE MEANING OF REVELATION 42
4. Gob IN BLAck THEOLOGY 58
5. THE HUMAN BEING IN BLACK THEOLOGY 87
6. Jesus CHRIST IN BLACK THEOLOGY 116

7. CHURCH, WORLD, AND ESCHATOLOGY IN BLACK THEOLOGY 137
PoOSTSCRIPT TO THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 153

AFTERWORD TO THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
BY KELLY BROWN DouGLAS 155

NOTES 159

INDEX OF NAMES 169

vii





