
 
 
 
 
 TO LOVE THIS EARTHLY LIFE 
 
 

e 
 
 

PATHWAYS THROUGH ECCLESIASTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MICHAEL CASEY, OCSO 
 
 
 
 
 

iii



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten the mind, 
nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing arm of the Mary‑
knoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the global dimensions of the 
Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue with diverse cultures and religious 
traditions, and to serve the cause of reconciliation and peace. The books published 
reflect the views of their authors and do not represent the official position of the 
Maryknoll Society. To learn more about Orbis Books, please visit our website at 
www.orbisbooks.com. 
 
 
Copyright © 2021 by Michael Casey 
 
Published by Orbis Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545‑0302.  
 
All rights reserved. 
 
Imprimi potest, Abbot Steele Hartmann, April 22, 2021 
 
The Scripture quotations from 1 Kings on pages 7 and 8 and from Proverbs on page 
46 are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic Edition, copyright © 
1989, 1993, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of Amer‑
ica. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any infor‑
mation storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the 
publisher.  
 
Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis Books, P.O. 
Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545‑0302. 
 
Manufactured in the United States of America 
 
 
Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data 
 
Names: Casey, Michael, 1942‑ author.   
Title: To love this earthly life : pathways through Ecclesiastes / Michael  
   Casey, OCSO.   
Description: Maryknoll, New York : Orbis Books, [2021] | Includes  
   bibliographical references. | Summary: “A series of honest but upbeat  
   reflections on themes in Ecclesiastes designed to make spiritual reading  
   of the book more fruitful”— Provided by publisher.   
Identifiers: LCCN 2021035156 (print) | LCCN 2021035157 (ebook) | ISBN  
   9781626984561 (print) | ISBN 9781608339198 (ebook)   
Subjects: LCSH: Bible. Ecclesiastes—Theology.  
Classification: LCC BS1475.52 .C37 2021  (print) | LCC BS1475.52  (ebook) |  
   DDC 223/.806—dc23  
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021035156 
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021035157

TO LOVE THIS EARTHLY LIFE

iv



 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction    vii 

1. Vanity    1 

2. God    27 

3. Wisdom    46 

4. Time    67 

5. Hard Times    88 

6. Good Times    109 

7. Carpe Diem   128 

v




