
Thoughts and Dreams 
of an Old Theologian
 

Leonardo Boff

Translated by 
Francis McDonagh



Founded in 1970, Orbis Books endeavors to publish works that enlighten 
the mind, nourish the spirit, and challenge the conscience. The publishing 
arm of the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, Orbis seeks to explore the 
global dimensions of the Christian faith and mission, to invite dialogue 
with diverse cultures and religious traditions, and to serve the cause of 
reconciliation and peace. The books published reflect the views of their 
authors and do not represent the official position of the Maryknoll Society. 
To learn more about Maryknoll and Orbis Books, please visit our website 
at www.orbisbooks.com

English translation copyright © 2022 by Orbis Books
Original title: Reflexões de um velho teólogo e pensador, copyright © 2020 
(Petropolis, Brazil: Editora Vozes). 
English translation published by Orbis Books, Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 
10545–0302.
All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior 
permission in writing from the publisher. 
Queries regarding rights and permissions should be addressed to: Orbis 
Books, P.O. Box 302, Maryknoll, NY 10545–0302.
Manufactured in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Boff, Leonardo, author. | McDonagh, Francis, translator.  
Title: Thoughts and dreams of an old theologian / Leonardo Boff ; 
 translated by Francis McDonagh.  
Other titles: Reflexões de um velho teólogo e pensador. English  
Description: Maryknoll, NY : Orbis Books, [2022] | Originally published: 
 Reflexões de um velho teólogo e pensador. Petrópolis: Editora Vozes, 
 2018. | Includes bibliographical references and indexes. | Summary: 
 “Brazilian theologian Leonardo Boff, a pioneer of liberation theology, 
 reviews the major themes of his work, including God, Christ, Ecology, 
 Ethics, and Spirituality”— Provided by publisher.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2021043125 (print) | LCCN 2021043126 (ebook) | ISBN 
 9781626984547 (print) | ISBN 9781608339174 (ebook)  
Subjects: LCSH: Boff, Leonardo. | Liberation theology. 
Classification: LCC BX4705.B545 A3 2022  (print) | LCC BX4705.B545  
 (ebook) 
 | DDC 230/.2—dc23/eng/20211015 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021043125
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021043126



vii

Contents

Publisher’s Note ix

1. “I Have a Dream” 1

2.  What Is This Creature That Thinks 
It Can Do Theology? 7

3.  God, the Originating Principle of All Beings  22

4.  The Son of the Father Is among Us: 
Jesus of Nazareth 36

5.  The Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, and 
the Feminine Element 49

6.  The Church: Charism and Power, 
and the People of God 59

7.  Freeing Mother Earth: An Ecotheology 
of Liberation 79

8.  An Ethics That Is Universal and for 
the Common Home 100

9. Spirituality, the Depths of a Human Being 142

Conclusion: A Minimal Spirituality 
of Mother Earth 169

Selection of Works by Leonardo Boff 173




