
 
 

 

MAYA S. PENN 
CEO, Maya’s Ideas 

 

About Maya 

Maya Penn is a 16 year old award-winning CEO, Animator, Artist, Eco-Designer, Environmental and Girl's rights activist, Author, 

Illustrator, Coder, and Model. She is an in-demand Keynote speaker for the world's largest organizations, including IBM, Google, 

Unilever, Newell Rubbermaid, Girl Scouts, Girl's Inc, Edelman, etc. Maya is the youngest female in history to do 2 back-to back 

Official TEDTalks. She has done a total of 3 TEDTalks in all. Her 2013 TEDWomen Talk is ranked as one of top 15 TEDWomen talks 

of all time. Maya is the author and illustrator of 2 children's books, and her most recent inspirational book YOU GOT THIS! was 

just released through Northstar Way, an imprint of Simon & Schuster.  

Maya giving her speech at TEDWomen 
2013 in San Francisco  
https://www.ted.com/talks/maya_penn_
meet_a_young_entrepreneur_cartoonist_
designer_activist?language=en  

Maya Penn is the CEO of Maya's Ideas, an eco-friendly clothing and accessories 
company she started in 2008, when she was just 8 years old. Maya designed 
built and coded her first website herself. 2 years later, she was contacted by 
Forbes Magazine to be featured in an article about grade school entrepreneurs 
and her company took off. Maya’s artisan designs are sold worldwide and she 
has customers in customers in Denmark, Italy, Australia, Japan, and more as 
well as an array of celebrity clientele. In 2013, Maya won the Prestigious Black 
Enterprise Teenpreneur of the Year Award. Since the creation of her business 
Maya knew 2 things: Her business had  to be eco friendly and safe for the 
environment, and 10-20 % of the profits she made went to local and global 
charities and environmental organizations. Maya was awarded a commendation 
from President Barack Obama and the US EPA for outstanding achievement in 
environmental stewardship. 

 
 

  

Contact Maya  

Deidre Penn | Phone: 678-780-8505   |   Email: ddpenn@comcast.net   |   Web: mayasideas.com                                                                        

| Instagram: mayasideas | Twitter: mayasideasshop | Facebook: facebook.com/mayasideas 

https://www.ted.com/talks/maya_penn_meet_a_young_entrepreneur_cartoonist_designer_activist?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/maya_penn_meet_a_young_entrepreneur_cartoonist_designer_activist?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/maya_penn_meet_a_young_entrepreneur_cartoonist_designer_activist?language=en


 
 

 

              

BIO 

Maya Penn is a 16 year old philanthropist, environmental and girl’s rights activist, entrepreneur, eco-

designer, artist, animator (She makes animated short films), coder, illustrator, writer and Simon & 

Schuster author. She’s the founder and CEO of Maya's Ideas, a company she started in 2008 when she 

was just 8 years old. Maya creates eco-friendly clothing and accessories. 10-20% of her profits go to 

local and global charities and environmental organizations. Maya has been featured in Forbes, 

Huffington Post, The View, NPR, CNN, TIME, ESSENCE, Seventeen Magazine, The Steve Harvey Show, 

Entrepreneur Magazine, Wired, Black Enterprise, CBS This Morning with Gayle King, TechRepublic, 

Atlanta Tech Edge, The Atlanta Journal Constitution, and many other publications. She has done three 

TEDTalks about her sustainable business and giving back. Maya's TEDWomen Talk has gone viral 

worldwide and it has almost 2 million views and growing. She is the youngest female to do two back-to-

back official TEDTalks. She spoke as a keynote speaker at the launch of IBM Verse. Google has partnered 

up with Maya for their Made With Code project and she speaks to 150+ girls at each event about coding 

and computer science. The first Google Made With Code event she spoke at was in Austin at SXSW and 

the other was in New Jersey for BLACK GIRLS ROCK! which Maya was also honored at. Maya is extremely 

passionate about the work she has been doing with her nonprofit organization Maya's Ideas 4 The 

Planet. Maya just made a trip to Kenya in March and was able to visit a girls school and a health clinic. 

Maya has created eco-friendly sanitary pads for women and girls in developing countries and has sent 

shipments out to women in Senegal.



 
 

  

 

 

 

Oprah Winfrey, Maya’s book cover, Arianna Huffington, Gayle King, Sophia Bush 

VIDEOS 
                                            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

                                          

 

PRESS & SPEAKING APPEARANCES 

 

 

CBS THIS MORNING With 
Gayle King 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CBSThisMorning/videos/
1039659809421024/  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/maya-penn-
environmental-activism-
clothing_us_56e70b05e4b0860f99d9e572 

 

 

 
 
BLAKE LIVELY SAYS MAYA IS HER 
VALENTINE - MADEWITHCODE 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CBSThisMorning/videos/1039659809421024/
https://www.facebook.com/CBSThisMorning/videos/1039659809421024/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/maya-penn-environmental-activism-clothing_us_56e70b05e4b0860f99d9e572
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/maya-penn-environmental-activism-clothing_us_56e70b05e4b0860f99d9e572
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/maya-penn-environmental-activism-clothing_us_56e70b05e4b0860f99d9e572


 
 

  

AWARDS & ACCOLADES 

  

2016 Black Girls Rock M.A.D. Girl (Making A Difference Award) 

2016 Coretta Scott King Angel Award 

2015 Atlanta Dream Inspiring Women Award (WNBA) 

2014 21st Century Leaders 20 under 20 Award 

2013 Black Enterprise Teenpreneur of the Year Award 

2012 S.C.L.C/Women Award Youth Entrepreneur 



 
 

SPEAKING & PHILANTHROPY 

     

 
               

 
Maya is the founder of Maya’s Ideas 4 The Planet. Maya's Ideas 4 The Planet is a Non-profit organization that 

strives to help the community, spread environmental awareness and encourage girls to follow their passions. 

Maya just made a trip to Kenya in March and was able to visit a girls school and a health clinic. Maya has 

created eco-friendly sanitary pads for women and girls in developing countries and has sent shipments out 

to women in Senegal. 

http://mayasideas4theplanet.org/ 

 

 

WEDay L.A. 2016 
Google Made With Code 
(Maya has been named a 

Google Influencer) 

One Billion Rising 

http://mayasideas4theplanet.org/

