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Unwrap the Wonder
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Dear Friend,
Advent beckons us to prepare for the arrival of a tiny infant whose frame was 
so small you could cradle Him in the palm of your hand. 

Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.” The Latin 
derived the word from the Greek word parousia, which is used when 
describing the Second Coming of Christ. The purpose of Advent is two-fold. 
The first is a celebration of the initial arrival of Christ; the second is an 
anticipation of Christ’s return. Advent gently reminds us of the “now” and 
“not yet” that comes with being people of faith. 

Advent reminds us of the importance of waiting.

Advent whispers our need for a Savior.

Advent teaches us God’s timing is always better than our own.

Whether you’re new to celebrating Advent or you’ve observed Advent for 
many years, I encourage you to nurture a sense of awe and anticipation in 
your life for Christ. From the events surrounding His miracle-studded arrival to 
His unforgettable life, death, and resurrection, those who encountered Jesus 
were Christ taken back with a profound sense of wonder.

In the following pages, you’ll discover four devotionals, questions for 
reflection, and a coloring book page inspired by the best-selling Live Loved: An 
Adult Coloring Book to help you reflect and memorize Scripture. 

As you prayerfully consider and reflect on the following weeks’ devotional:

• Ask God to open your eyes to Him and His handiwork even more.
• Ask God to reveal more of His truth, character, & presence in your life.
• Prepare to be astonished by the work God is doing in and all around 
you during this season of waiting.

Join me from November 29 until December 24 on an advent-ure as we 
unwrap the wonder of 12 little verses of Scripture.

Blessings and Merry Christmas,

Margaret, Leif, & Hershey

Then, six months after Zacharias’ vision, the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God to a Galilean town, 
Nazareth by name, to a young woman who was 

engaged to a man called Joseph. The girl’s name was 
Mary. The angel entered her room and said, 

“Greetings to you, Mary. O favoured one!—the Lord be 
with you!”

Mary Mary was deeply perturbed at these words and 
wondered what such a greeting could possibly mean. 
But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; 

God loves you dearly. You are going to be the mother 
of a son, and you will call him Jesus. He will be great 
and will be known as the Son of the most high. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his forefather, 

DavDavid, and he will be king over the people of Jacob 
for ever. His reign shall never end.”

Then Mary spoke to the angel, “How can this be,” she 
said, “I am not married!”

But the angel made this reply to her—“The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, the power of the most high will 
overshadow you. Your child will therefore be called 

holy—the Son of God. Your cousin Elisabeth has also 
conceived a son, old as she is. Indeed, this is the sixth 

month for her, a woman who was called barren. For no 
promise of God can fail to be fulfilled.”

“I belong “I belong to the Lord, body and soul,” replied Mary, 
“let it happen as you say.” And at this the angel left 

her.

—Luke 1:26-38 (PHILLIPS)
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When You Wake Up
to the Hard & 

Unexpected
advent | week one
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The Christmas season is full of expectation from family visits to carefully chosen 
gifts, ugly sweater parties to get-togethers with loved ones. We expect that 
special meal Mom makes, that silly tradition, the candlelight service on a quiet 
night.

But Christmas had an unexpected beginning.

Oh, the world anticipated a Savior. One who would announce peace, 
deliverance, and good news. The world had waited roused with expectancy 
for centuries. 

Mary, too. 

Knowing the Messiah would be a bridge to heaven, a preacher of righteous-
ness, a grain of wheat to fall into the ground. Mary knew the prophecies and 
that long promised one would be born of a virgin. 

Mary never expected that virgin would be her.

In ancient culture, a woman’s value rested on her virginity. Staying sexually pure 
wasn’t just an ethical burden, but an esteemed badge. A daughter’s chastity 
determined whether a family was shamed or celebrated. 

A virgin becoming pregnant would raise doubts and discomfort, ridicule and 
exile. Both her current validity and her future vows were on the line. Mary 
found herself overcome by a mystery. 

“How can this be?” she asks. 

The unexpected had come. The shadow was covering her. 

When we stand in our shadowed spaces we cannot see the light. Something 
looms in that intermediary space, leaving us in darkness. Discerning and 
discovering our next steps feels scary.  Groping around, we can be tricked into 
believing that the darkness is where we belong. We become still and stuck.

But we must move forward in faith.
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When the hard and unexpected comes we can respond like Mary.

Focus on the God who 
dares us rather than the doubt 

that daunts us. 
Mary’s faithful response to God’s invitation trumped any hint of shame or fear. 
We don’t see her devising her destiny, consulting her calendar, running the 
numbers in her head. 

Mary’s concern circled the Holy Who instead of the everyday what. 

She sensed honor that God had spoken, pleased that He had noticed. 

Mary doesn’t recoil from the report and shut the door on God. If God had 
placed it upon her, surely God groomed the future. Mary says, “Let it hap-
pen as you say;” this thing would be done to her with her blessing. Though it is 
hard, she knows it is for her and for the blessing of the world, for the kingdom 
that will never end. This is just the beginning of God’s grace upon her. 

And perhaps the hard and unexpected thing that has appeared in your life 
may be just the beginning of God’s grace anew upon you, too. 
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Questions for reflection: 
Read Luke 1:26-38. What stood out to you about this section of Mary’s story?

In the last 30 days, what has caught you most off-guard in your life? Why is it 
so unexpected? 

Where is God most daring you to trust Him right now? 
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What doubts are strangling you at the moment? Which of God’s promises 
speak specifically into your doubts?

Dive Deeper: Read John 11:1-8, 14-17; 20-46. What does this story reveal 
about our expectations and God’s response? 

Bonus Activity: Find this song on Spotify, iTunes, or YouTube: “Go Tell it on The 
Mountain” by Branches. Spend time in worship and reflection.
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The Secret to 
Walking among the 

Higly Favored
advent | week two
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Fantastical words greeted Mary…

“Greetings to you, Mary.”
“ O favoured one!’

“The Lord be with you!”

Imagine the overwhelming sense of awe of the angel’s presence. 

The astonishment that God didn’t just have a message for her but a plan and 
a purpose. 

The amazement at God’s divine affection. 

Sometimes we read the story of Mary and forget that the same God who 
astonished Mary with adoration and joy longs to astound us with wonder 
upon wonder. 

How do you walk among the highly favored?

Sometimes we are tempted to believe that being highly favored is something 
we aspire to or earn if we just do enough, give enough, work hard enough, 
pray enough, fast enough, or serve enough. 

Mary’s story grounds us in the truth that being highly favored by God can’t be 
earned; it’s a gift. 

In Luke 1:28, favor means grace. 

“[Charis] is a very ancient and common word with a variety of applied mean-
ings. They all come from the notion of sweetness, charm, loveliness, joy, and 
delight. The notion of kindness is in it also, especially of God towards men as 
here.”1

But where is the sweetness in this surprise? 

How is this a kindness to give an indistinct girl an immense assignment?

The angel expresses that Mary is a recipient of grace. Not that she’s won 
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something lucky or earned a space in the top tier. This isn’t a free pass from 
pain as Mary’s whole life will soon attest. 

Grace isn’t a prize,
but a presence. 

The angel is not so much expressing that she will receive God’s grace at a 
later time—perhaps with an easy pregnancy in exchange for her hard circum-
stances or perhaps during her labor and delivery—but that she has already 
received it, and will continue to live within the bounds of it. 

Mary will know God’s mercy and forgiveness, but here finding grace with 
God means that God entrusts her with something great to do and to bear.2

God’s grace brings her out of obscurity. Mary isn’t valued for virginity but for 
her vitality. She will endure a great many hardships. God’s grace will be there, 
too. Though what is given to her will be troublesome, the goodness is what 
she will treasure. It was hard, but it was for her. It was for us. God is lifting her 
up.  

In the midst of your hardships, pains, and losses, remember that you, too, are 
highly favored. God’s grace is extended to you, His divine affection unchange-
able, His goodness remains. 

Even on the days you don’t feel highly favored, the gift of grace is that you still 
are. 

1A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1933), Lk 1:30.
2David E. Garland, Luke in Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Clinton E. Arnold, ed. 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011), 79.
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Questions for reflection:
Re-read Luke 1:26-38. Describe Mary from what you read in this passage.

When have you sensed that you were highly favored by God? 

How is being highly favored by God different from being highly favored by 
the world’s standards? 
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How are you growing in grace? 

Dive Deeper: Look up other expressions of grace throughout the New Testa-
ment in Luke 4:22, Eph. 4:29, and, Col. 4:6. Through these passages, how do 
you see yourself as highly favored? 

Bonus Activity: Find this song on Spotify, iTunes, or YouTube: “O Come All Ye 
Faithful” by Kings Kaleidoscope. Spend time in worship and reflection.
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The Most Stunning 
Portrait of Submission 

in the Bible
advent | week three
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The announcement of the angel changed Mary’s identity.

Assured of her highly favored status with God, Mary’s response is to submit 
herself fully. 

“I belong to the Lord, body and soul,” replied Mary, “let it happen as you say.”

Other translations are more formal: 

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”

The word servant can be translated slave. 

Now it’s worth noting that the term slave is not degrading. “As ‘a slave of the 
Lord’ she has an exalted status as one close to the Lord and willing to perform 
the humblest service out of loyalty and love.”

“The term is applied to Joshua (Judges 2:8) and David (Psalm 35:1). Most 
importantly, God chose Israel to be his servant (Isaiah 41:8-9; 44:21). The 
compliant and faithful Mary represents what God called Israel to become.” 3

Mary is well aware of her Jewish history and the separateness and special-
ness God attributes to his people. “The uniqueness of Israel is that its whole 
history is a revelation of God’s total claim on the people and on each of its 
members in virtue of a special status.”4

Mary’s declaration springs from a flowing history of a people wholly com-
mitted to God. It is likely that she sees this as the only adequate response 
because it has been modeled by God’s faithful people through the ages 
before this moment. It is her recognition of the freedom that can only come 
with commitment. 

In this one statement, Mary is changing the world’s posture toward slavery. 
She isn’t looking for autonomy, but a new relationship with God. God did not 
come down and demand her service with punitive devices. Mary is not repay-
ing a debt, nor led a rebellion, nor a captured prisoner by way of a maraud-
ing army. The normal avenues of slavery are not her experience. 
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Yet she submits herself to be a slave of the Lord here and in this second use of 
slavery in the book of Luke we already see God’s redemptive work unfolding. 
Slavery will look different from now on. 

Slavery is willingly 
offered by the lesser to 
the glory of the greater. 

 
“Doúlos theoú [slave to God] becomes more popular in the early church with 
the development of the idea that the church is the true Israel and a desire to 
distinguish between Christ as Son and believers as servants, but ideas of merit 
tend to arise as the phrase comes to denote specially dedicated people.”4

Of all of those who later claim to be slaves of Christ (Paul, James, Jude, Peter), 
Mary precedes this posture toward her God whom she willingly serves out of 
loyalty and love. 

So as we approach the celebration of the arrival of the infant, what is your 
posture toward God? 

3Garland, Luke, 83.
4Gerhard Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, and Geoffrey William Bromiley, Theological Dictionary of the New 
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1985), 184-185.
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Questions for reflection: 
Re-read Luke 1:26-38. Circle the word “slave” or “servant.” In your own words, 
define Mary’s use of “slave” or “servant” here.

In what areas of your life are you struggling to declare that you are the Lord’s 
servant, His slave, His especially dedicated one? 

Where are you struggling to serve God out of loyalty and love? 
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In the areas where you have submitted willingly to God, how have you seen 
Him glorified? 

Dive Deeper: Look up other expressions where God’s people are identified 
as slaves including Judges 2:8, Ps 35:1, and Isa 41:8-9; 44:21.What does it 
look like to live a life in full submission to God? 

Bonus Activity: Find this song on Spotify, iTunes, or YouTube: “Every Bell on Earth 
Will Ring” by The Oh Hellos. Spend time in worship and reflection.
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The Hardest 
Thing You’ll Ever 

Have to Do
advent | week four
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God handpicked one young woman to give birth to His Son. 

We fight against the toughest tests, thinking they’re a mistake to maneuver 
rather than a grant of grace. How often we rail against the hard and unex-
pected and cry, “This can’t be!” We fight to settle our lives back to normal, to 
put on a happy face, to go about our business. 

But how often do we kick the unseen kindness, shut down the kingdom from 
rooting itself in us as well? 

When hard things happen, we want to be built back up double-time. We 
believe God will raise us up to be a stronger, faster, and more effective model 
for greatness. We’ll tell a better story, find a better lover, snag a better job. We 
want an instant repayment, a certain restitution to ensure our identities before 
the world.

But Mary sets aside pretense for providence. 

What can she really offer? 

Mary does not attempt to spin her appearance, save face, avoid humiliation. 
She strips herself of everything in order to be wholly available. 

She brings God her deficiency and allows Him to use it.

There are other things we can do. We can use our knowledge of Scripture to 
defend God rather than decry Him. We can become a sign of God’s salvation 
rather than a symbol of suffering. But most of all, we can simply trust. 

Because God is trustworthy.
Mary trusted her High God and His ability to choose well. This abrupt an-
nouncement was surprising, but not unsound. In that one moment, God told 
her the truth about her worthiness and about His majesty. Christmas might 
have been unexpected, but it was wonderful to her. 
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Questions for reflection: 
Re-read Luke 1:26-38 one last time. As you reflect back on the last four 
weeks, what is the biggest takeaway about Mary’s obedience?

In what area of your life are you most struggling to trust God? 

How have you seen God use your deficiencies to reveal His power in your 
own life? 



23
© all rights reserved by Margaret Feinberg
to learn more, visit margaretfeinberg.com

When have you seen someone else’s deficiency used to glorify God? 

Dive Deeper: Read 2 Corinthians 12:9 and 1 Peter 4:10 to reflect more on the 
truth that it’s not about our ability but our availability.  

Bonus Activity: Find this song on Spotify, iTunes, or YouTube: “Away In A 
Manger” by Drew Holcomb and the Neighbors. Spend time in worship and 
reflection.
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A Letter from
Margaret
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Sweet Friend, 

There’s so much more joy and wonder to discover along the pages of Scripture. My 
hope and prayer is that this 4-week Advent devotional has helped jumpstart your 
love for God’s Word and unwrap the wonder that comes with being a beloved child 
of God. You see, when it comes to doling out happiness and joy, God is anything but 
stingy.
 
Over the last several years of researching this virtue, I’ve discovered that joy is a 
spectrum of emotions, actions, and responses. Joy isn’t just what you feel, it’s what 
you do.

Through Fight Back With Joy DVD Bible study, workbook, and book, you’ll be 
equipped with more than two dozen tactics to begin to fight back with joy no matter 
what battleground you find yourself on.

With teaching sessions of 20-25 minutes in length, there’s plenty of time to explore:

Session 1 – Secrets of Joyful People
Session 2 – The Hidden Treasure of Joy
Session 3 – Poke Holes in the Darkness
Session 4 – A Side of Joy No One Talks About
Session 5 – The Holy Mess of Joy
Session 6 – What to Do When Those You Love Are Hurting

This Bible study takes you one step further. We all know people who are facing difficult 
situations. Yet we feel unsure and unprepared of how to respond. Fight Back With Joy 
book and Bible study will equip you and your group to know exactly what to say and 
do. 

After all, one of the best ways to receive joy is to give it away.

This fresh, deep look at joy through Scripture will help you learn to practice a defiant 
joy that declares the darkness has not and will not win.

Purchase a copy of Fight Back With Joy book and Bible study today. 

Save 10% through January 6th on the DVD Bible study at 
MargaretFeinbergStore.com. 

Enter coupon code: ADVENT upon checkout. 


