
Advent Calendar Activities – cut out the ideas that appeal to you & slip into Advent Calendar pockets 

Go to a Christmas church service Make some edible gifts Visit some Christmas light displays 

Sing a Christmas carol with everyone 
in the house (e.g. Away in the Manger, 
Silent Night, Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing, Joy to the World, O Little Town 
of Bethlehem) 

On Christmas Eve put a box 
with hay/newspaper strips 
under the tree. Put a doll in the 
manger before morning. Say 
together “Jesus is born!” 

Watch a Christmas movie as a family 
(e.g. It’s a Wonderful Life, Miracle on 
34th Street, A Christmas Story, 
Christmas Carol, Polar Express) 

See if you can think of a Christmas 
word for every letter of the alphabet  

What did the angel say to Mary 
in Luke 1:26-38? 

Go to a carols by candlelight service or 
carols in the park event  

Have a ‘sleep over’ around the 
Christmas tree  

Put up some Christmas 
decorations 

Pray for children who won’t have much 
this Christmas  

Make a gift for someone special  Do some Christmas baking  Write a Christmas poem  

Buy a toy for someone who won’t get 
much this Christmas 

Sort thru your clothes/toys to 
give away to charity 

Get the kids to put on a Christmas play 
or pageant 

Buy some gifts to give to charity Go and visit Santa Take a Christmas family photo 

Go for a walk and try to find  a 
pohutukawa tree 

Find out how to say Happy 
Christmas in another language 

Try to be a secret angel and do a 
something kind in secret today 

Make Christmas cards Roast chestnuts on a fire Make the nativity set on next page 

Find out what gifts the wise men gave 
Jesus  

Make an ornament to hang on 
the tree 

Where was Jesus born? Find it on a 
map 

What is peace? Pray for peace in our 
world 

Attend a local Christmas show 
or play 

Bake cookies and share them with your 
neighbours  

Read the Christmas story from the 
Bible as a family (Luke 1:26-38 & Luke 
2:1-20 or Matthew 1:18 - 2:2) 

Read a Christmas story (e.g. 
Twas the Night Before 
Christmas)  

Have paper and pens at dinner and 
everyone to write why they love the 
person next to them  

Work out how far Mary and Joseph 
travelled from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
– how far would that be from your 
home? 

Bake some treats to take to 
hospital staff/police/firemen 
who are working (not everyone 
gets a holiday!) 

Watch kids acting out The Christmas 
Story by St Paul’s church on: 
http://youtu.be/kWq60oyrHVQ & 
http://youtu.be/TM1XusYVqNY & 
http://youtu.be/JSGNJnAGCOc 

Ring up someone and wish them a 
Merry Christmas 

Cut out snowflakes and 
decorate some windows 

Search up “kids Christmas crafts” on 
the internet and pick one to do! 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://youtu.be/kWq60oyrHVQ
http://youtu.be/TM1XusYVqNY
http://youtu.be/JSGNJnAGCOc


Bible Verses for your Advent calendar: the greatest story ever told!  
 
Cut out and add to your advent wreath or calendar: a reading for each day of December before Christmas Day 

 
Dec 1: John 1:1-5 In the beginning there was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. All things were made by him, and nothing was made without him. In him there was life, 
and that life was the light of all people. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overpowered it. 
 

Dec 2: Isaiah 9:2-7 Before those people lived in darkness, but now they have seen a great light. 
They lived in a dark land, but a light has shined on them. God, you have caused the nation to grow and made the 
people happy. And they have shown their happiness to you, like the joy during harvest time, like the joy of people 
taking what they have won in war. Like the time you defeated Midian, you have taken away their heavy load and the 
heavy pole from their backs and the rod the enemy used to punish them. Every boot that marched in battle and 
every uniform stained with blood has been thrown into the fire. A child has been born to us; God has given a son to 
us. He will be responsible for leading the people. His name will be Wonderful Counsellor, Powerful God, Father Who 
Lives Forever, Prince of Peace. Power and peace will be in his kingdom and will continue to grow forever. He will rule 
as king on David’s throne and over David’s kingdom. He will make it strong by ruling with justice and goodness from 
now on and forever. The LORD All-Powerful will do this because of his strong love for his people. 
 

Dec 3: Isaiah 11:1-10 A new branch will grow from a stump of a tree; so a new king will come from the family of 
Jesse. The Spirit of the LORD will rest upon that king. The Spirit will give him wisdom and understanding, guidance 
and power. The Spirit will teach him to know and respect the LORD. This king will be glad to obey the LORD. He will not 
judge by the way things look or decide by what he hears. But he will judge the poor honestly; he will be fair in his 
decisions for the poor people of the land. At his command evil people will be punished, and by his words the wicked 
will be put to death. Goodness and fairness will give him strength, like a belt around his waist. Then wolves will live 
in peace with lambs, and leopards will lie down to rest with goats. Calves, lions, and young bulls will eat together, 
and a little child will lead them. Cows and bears will eat together in peace. Their young will lie down to rest together. 
Lions will eat hay as oxen do. A baby will be able to play near a cobra’s hole, and a child will be able to put his hand 
into the nest of a poisonous snake. They will not hurt or destroy each other on all my holy mountain, because the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the sea is full of water. At that time the new king from the family 
of Jesse will stand as a banner for all peoples. The nations will come together around him, and the place where he 
lives will be filled with glory. 
 

Dec 4: Jeremiah 33:14-16 The LORD says, “The time is coming when I will do the good thing I promised to the 
people of Israel and Judah. In those days and at that time, I will make a good branch sprout from David’s family. He 
will do what is fair and right in the land. At that time Judah will be saved, and the people of Jerusalem will live in 
safety. The branch will be named: The LORD Does What Is Right.” 
 

Dec 5: Luke 1:5-10 During the time Herod ruled Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah who belonged to 
Abijah’s group.  Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, came from the family of Aaron. Zechariah and Elizabeth truly did what 
God said was good. They did everything the Lord commanded and were without fault in keeping his law. But they 
had no children, because Elizabeth could not have a baby, and both of them were very old. One day Zechariah was 
serving as a priest before God, because his group was on duty.  According to the custom of the priests, he was 
chosen by lot to go into the Temple of the Lord and burn incense.  There were a great many people outside praying 
at the time the incense was offered. 
 

Dec 6: Luke 1:11-17 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah, standing on the right side of the incense 
table. When he saw the angel, Zechariah was startled and frightened. But the angel said to him, “Zechariah, don’t be 
afraid. God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth to a son, and you will name him John. He will 
bring you joy and gladness, and many people will be happy because of his birth. John will be a great man for the 
Lord. He will never drink wine or beer, and even from birth, he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will help many 
people of Israel return to the Lord their God.  He will go before the Lord in spirit and power like Elijah. He will make 
peace between parents and their children and will bring those who are not obeying God back to the right way of 
thinking, to make a people ready for the coming of the Lord.” 
 

 
 



Dec 7: Luke 1:18-25 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I know that what you say is true? I am an old man, and 
my wife is old, too.” The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand before God, who sent me to talk to you and to 
tell you this good news.  Now, listen! You will not be able to speak until the day these things happen, because you 
did not believe what I told you. But they will really happen.” Outside, the people were still waiting for Zechariah and 
were surprised that he was staying so long in the Temple. When Zechariah came outside, he could not speak to 
them, and they knew he had seen a vision in the Temple. He could only make signs to them and remained unable to 
speak.  When his time of service at the Temple was finished, he went home.  Later, Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, 
became pregnant and did not go out of her house for five months. Elizabeth said, “Look what the Lord has done for 
me! My people were ashamed[a] of me, but now the Lord has taken away that shame.” 
 

Dec 8: Luke 1:26-38 During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, to a virgin. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the family of David. Her name was Mary. 
The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed you and is with you.” But Mary was very startled 
by what the angel said and wondered what this greeting might mean. The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; 
God has shown you his grace.  Listen! You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of King David, his 
ancestor. He will rule over the people of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.” Mary said to the angel, 
“How will this happen since I am a virgin?” The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will cover you. For this reason the baby will be holy and will be called the Son of God. Now 
Elizabeth, your relative, is also pregnant with a son though she is very old. Everyone thought she could not have a 
baby, but she has been pregnant for six months. God can do anything!” Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord. Let 
this happen to me as you say!” Then the angel went away. 
 

Dec 9: Matthew 1:18-21 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother Mary was engaged to 
marry Joseph, but before they married, she learned she was pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. Because 
Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a good man, he did not want to disgrace her in public, so he planned to divorce her 
secretly. While Joseph thought about these things, an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream. The angel said, 
“Joseph, descendant of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the baby in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 

Dec 10: Matthew 1:22-25 All this happened to bring about what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The 
virgin will be pregnant. She will have a son, and they will name him Immanuel,” which means “God is with 
us.”  When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s angel had told him to do. Joseph took Mary as his wife, but he 
did not have sexual relations with her until she gave birth to the son. And Joseph named him Jesus. 
 

Dec 11: Luke 1:39-45 Mary got up and went quickly to a town in the hills of Judea. She came to Zechariah’s house 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the unborn baby inside her jumped, and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. She cried out in a loud voice, “God has blessed you more than any other woman, and he 
has blessed the baby to which you will give birth. Why has this good thing happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? When I heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped with joy. You are blessed because you 
believed that what the Lord said to you would really happen.” 
 

Dec 12: Luke 1:46-56 Then Mary said, “My soul praises the Lord; my heart rejoices in God my Saviour, because he 
has sown his concern for his humble servant girl. From now on, all people will say that I am blessed, because the 
Powerful One has done great things for me. His name is holy. God will show his mercy forever and ever to those who 
worship and serve him. He has done mighty deeds by his power. He has scattered the people who are proud and 
think great things about themselves. He has brought down rulers from their thrones and raised up the humble. He 
has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with nothing. He has helped his servant, the people of 
Israel, remembering to show them mercy as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his children forever.” 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 
 

Dec 13: Micah 5:2-5 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are too small to be among the army groups from 
Judah, from you will come one who will rule Israel for me. He comes from very old times, from days long 
ago.”  The LORD will give up his people until the one who is having a baby gives birth; then the rest of his relatives will 
return to the people of Israel. At that time the ruler of Israel will stand and take care of his people with the LORD’s 
strength and with the power of the name of the LORD his God. The Israelites will live in safety, because his greatness 
will reach all over the earth. He will bring peace. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A18-25&version=NCV#fen-NCV-24815a


Dec 14: Luke 2:13-14 Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the first angel, praising God and 
saying: “Give glory to God in heaven, and on earth let there be peace among the people who please God.” 
 

Dec 15: Luke 2:8-12 That night, some shepherds were in the fields nearby watching their sheep. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them. The glory of the Lord was shining around them, and they became very frightened. The 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you good news that will be a great joy to all the people. Today 
your Savior was born in the town of David. He is Christ, the Lord. This is how you will know him: You will find a baby 
wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a feeding box.” 
 

Dec 16: Luke 2:13-14 Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the first angel, praising God and 
saying: “Give glory to God in heaven, and on earth let there be peace among the people who please God. 
 

Dec 17: Luke 2:15-18 When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us about.” So the shepherds 
went quickly and found Mary and Joseph and the baby, who was lying in a feeding trough. When they had seen him, 
they told what the angels had said about this child. Everyone was amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
 

Dec 18: Luke 2:19-20 But Mary treasured these things and continued to think about them. Then the shepherds 
went back to their sheep, praising God and thanking him for everything they had seen and heard. It had been just as 
the angel had told them. 
 

Dec 19: Matthew 2:1-2  Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea during the time when Herod was 
king. When Jesus was born, some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the baby who 
was born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 
 

Dec 20: Matthew 2:3-6   When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, as were all the people in Jerusalem. 
Herod called a meeting of all the leading priests and teachers of the law and asked them where the Christ would be 
born. They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea. The prophet wrote about this in the Scriptures:  ‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not just an insignificant village in Judah. A ruler will come from you who will be 
like a shepherd for my people Israel.’”  
 

Dec 21: Matthew 2:7-8  Then Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time they first saw the star. He sent the wise men to Bethlehem, saying, “Look carefully for the child. When 
you find him, come tell me so I can worship him too.” 
 

Dec 22: Matthew 2:9-12 After the wise men heard the king, they left. The star that they had seen in the east 
went before them until it stopped above the place where the child was. When the wise men saw the star, they were 
filled with joy. They came to the house where the child was and saw him with his mother, Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him. They opened their gifts and gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But God 
warned the wise men in a dream not to go back to Herod, so they returned to their own country by a different way. 
 
Dec 23: Matthew 2:19-23 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph in a dream while he was in 
Egypt. The angel said, “Get up! Take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, because the people who 
were trying to kill the child are now dead.” So Joseph took the child and his mother and went to Israel. But he heard 
that Archelaus was now king in Judea since his father Herod had died. So Joseph was afraid to go there. After being 
warned in a dream, he went to the area of Galilee, to a town called Nazareth, and lived there. And so what God had 
said through the prophets came true: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 
Dec 24: John 1:14 The Word became a human and lived among us. We saw his glory—the glory that belongs to 
the only Son of the Father—and he was full of grace and truth. 

 


