




















Coloring on Fabric 

There are many types of fabric paint and fabric markers available to use.  But, 

another alternative is to use regular crayons or colored pencils.  Crayons and colored 

pencils can give you more of a blended softer watercolor appearance. 

The following techniques will make crayon or colored pencils color fast with gentle 

minimal washings only.  I would not recommend it for something that is repeatedly 

washed as the color will slowly fade. 

In using any types of coloring, be sure to test on a sample of your fabric and wash 

before coloring on your final design.  Different fabric can react differently.  My 

sample designs are done on regular white cotton fabric. 

Crayons 

Crayons can be used to color on fabric just the same as if you 

are using paper.  You can blend colors together, shade, etc.  

Just remember to smooth all colors, if there are dark streaks, 

lines in your coloring, there will be dark streaks and/or lines 

in your finished design. 

Color your design as you want.  When finished, with a hot 

iron press your design face up but completely cover the 

design with a paper towel.  Iron directly over the paper towel.  

This will help to set the crayon colors but more importantly it 

will remove the wax from the crayons. 

Gentle wash in cold water. 

 

Colored Pencils 

Colored pencils can also be used to color on fabric.  You can 

blend multiple colors, just remember that if you leave lines/

streaks in the colors it will remain that way when finished. 

Color your design as you want.  When finished, using a small 

paint brush or q-tip, apply a complete but light coating of 

fabric painting medium over the colored area.  You will want 

to completely dampen the colored area without it being too 

heavy.  Keep in mind that applying this medium will help set 

the color but may also stiffen the fabric. 

Gentle wash, dry and press with a hot iron. 

I used fabric painting medium by Americana, but 

there are several brands available.


