
“I want my watercolors to look like 
watercolors—delicate, sensitive and 
strong. Painting is a dance between me, 
the medium, the subject and the work.

“I experience figures as columns of 
energy, connecting and mixing with 
the space that surrounds them. I look 

for opportunities to both break the form and 
define it with light.

“I study the subject and try to understand 
specifically what it is about it that pulls me 
in—typically, it’s the life an older face repre-
sents, unadorned and natural. If a color scheme 
comes to mind, I’ll make note. I also want to 
reveal the light path, indicate important lost 
edges and mark the places where I want to dis-
solve form, so I do a few thumbnail sketches.

“My final drawing must be clear, strong and 
accurate. I project the image if an exact like-
ness is important, but I prefer to draw freehand 
because in doing so I become much more 
acquainted with my subject. Drawing can take 
me several days, with many overlays of tracing 
paper. I transfer my final drawing to 140- or 
300-lb. hot-pressed paper using a light table.

“Once I start painting, I have a tendency to 
paint right over my whites, so recently I added 

a step to my process: I apply a very faint wash 
over everything except the areas I want to 
remain white. This reminds me to avoid those 
unpainted areas for the rest of the process. 
Then I paint the areas that I think are pivotal 
to the painting, usually the eyes. If they’re not 
correct, all else is pointless. But in Jake, the 
beard was first. I wanted it very fluid.

“Next, I work around the face, building one 
facial feature at a time. I progress to adjacent 
features until they’re done. Finally I focus on 
the facial plains, add crevice darks and make 
sure the reflected light is sufficient.” 

Jake (watercolor on paper, 20x14)

“Lynn has a soft touch with her portraits of 
people she finds interesting. They’re both 
colorful and stunning in their simplicity.” 

–Hugh Greer

Lynn Powers
lynnpowersart.com  Albany, OR

View more works by these artists—and revisit previous  Ones to Watch—at 
artistsnetwork.com/medium/watercolor/wc-ones-to-watch.
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