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THE SALON QP watch show brings a huge variety of 
often rare-groove, low-volume watchmakers to Lon-
don each year: not all of them asking crazy money. 
This year’s event was no exception. The big debut for 

fans of cars and watches was Autodromo’s new piece inspired 
by rallying’s Group B era. I had a sneak preview of it and so 
was able to bring you details last month as the show opened. 
Looking back, here are three other new watches which really 
stood out, at a variety of prices.
BEN OLIVER  @thebenoliver

Got the time,  
Mr President?
Nixon’s watch, a watch requiring a mortgage and 
the most accurate watch ever. Must be show time!

Hoptroff Gravitas
From £499
New Brit watchmaker offers crazy 
tech and normal prices
British physicist and artificial 
intelligence expert Richard 
Hoptroff founded his eponymous 
watch company in 2010 with the 
simple aim of building the most 
accurate watches possible, using 
any available technology. So for 
£12,000 you can have a Hoptroff 
accurate to one second per 
millennium regulated by its own 
chip-scale atomic clock, including a 
tiny vial of Caesium-133. His quartz 
watches are more affordable but 
still accurate to an astonishing 
one second a year and capable of 
being controlled and set from your 
smartphone.
www.hoptroff.com

Vulcain Nautical 
Seventies
£3550
Richard Nixon wore one, but don’t 
be put off
Vulcain is one of those great-value, 
slightly under-the-radar Swiss 
watch brands that get undeservedly 
eclipsed by bigger names with 
colossal marketing budgets. Four 
post-war US Presidents chose a 
Vulcain watch, mainly for the clever 
‘cricket’ mechanical alarm function 
which it invented in 1947. Vulcain is 
now back in the UK after too long an 
absence with a range that includes 
tough-looking modern pieces and 
some from its back catalogue, 
including this immensely cool ‘70s 
dive-master’s watch.
www.pageandcooper.com

La Chronométrie 
Ferdinand Berthoud FB1
£161,000
More heritage and complexity than 
we can begin to describe here
With Britain’s John Harrison, the 
eighteenth-century Swiss master 
watchmaker Ferdinand Berthoud 
pioneered the super-accurate 
marine chronometers which made 
open-ocean navigation possible. 
Now Chopard boss (and car-
obsessive) Karl-Friedrich Scheufele 
has established a new watch brand 
to honour Berthoud. Just 100 of the 
first watch, the FB1, will be made. 
It displays skill and complexity 
Berthoud would have liked: its 
‘transmission’ uses a hand-made 
bicycle-style chain which is 28cm 
long and just 3mm wide. Crazy price, 
but totally worth it.
www.ferdinandberthoud.ch

WATCHES

NEW CAR DEBRIEF   >   McLAREN 675 LT SPIDER

1 Flip-top hotshot – having sold all 
500 examples of the 675 LT Coupe 
before production had even started, 

McLaren has now announced a 
similarly limited run of 675 LT Spiders. 
Reinforcing Woking’s plan to establish 
‘Longtail’ as its Speciale, these get the 
same upgraded engine and chassis 
package, but offer infinite headroom 
thanks to the retractable roof.

2 Devil’s hairdryer – the roof 
mechanism adds 40kg to the LT 
Spider’s weight, bringing it in at 

1270kg dry. With 666bhp it matches 
the Coupe’s 2.9sec 0-62mph but aero 
disadvantages cost it 0.2sec by the 
time you hit 124. Still, 8.1sec ain’t slow.  

3 Look ma, no bracing – thanks 
to the immense strength of the 
MonoCell carbonfibre tub, the 

Spider requires no additional bracing. 
But the fresh-air facility means owners 
won’t be able to spec the titanium roll 
cage, fire extinguisher and harnesses 
of the Coupe’s Club Sport Pack option.

4 Longtail loveliness – carbonfibre 
bodywork, 50% larger airbrake, 
wider track, 40% increase in 

downforce and a 100kg weight-saving 
over the 650S Spider are all included. 
A polycarbonate engine cover puts the 
3.8-litre twin-turbo V8 on display, while 
the new 20-spoke alloys are McLaren’s 
lightest ever. On sale now at £285,540.


