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Covid News: Delta Variant Accounts for Estimated 83 Percent of U.S.
Cases
Last Updated 

U.S. cases, hospitalizations and deaths remain a fraction of their peaks. A new study of excess deaths in India during the pandemic
produced an estimate between 3.4 million and 4.7 million. That is 10 times the official government count and would make it one of the
greatest human tragedies in the nation’s history.

Follow our latest coverage of the coronavirus pandemic.

Here’s what you need to know:

The Delta variant makes up an estimated 83 percent of U.S. cases, the C.D.C. director says.

India’s true pandemic death toll is likely to be well over 3 million, a new study finds.

Johnson & Johnson’s one-dose vaccine is less effective against the Delta variant, a study suggests.

New York City will require vaccination or weekly testing for its health workers.

Vaccination pleas intensify on Fox News, but skeptics remain.

Indonesia extends restrictions during a Muslim holiday.

Russia passes 6 million virus cases.

Democrats who fled Texas over voting restrictions face a coronavirus outbreak.

The Delta variant makes up an estimated 83 percent of U.S. cases, the C.D.C.
director says.
The highly infectious Delta variant now accounts for an estimated 83 percent of new coronavirus cases in the United States — a “dramatic
increase” from early July, when it crossed the 50 percent threshold to become the dominant variant in this country, the director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Tuesday.

In some regions, the percentage is even higher — particularly where vaccination rates are low, Dr. Rochelle Walensky, the C.D.C. director,
said during a Senate health committee hearing. Two-dose vaccines have been shown to be effective against the Delta variant but questions
have been raised about Johnson & Johnson’s single-dose regimen against Delta. While almost 60 percent of U.S. adults are fully
vaccinated, less than half of the total U.S. population is.

She said the C.D.C. would update its website later Tuesday to reflect the new estimate of Delta cases, which the agency derives from gene
sequencing of new coronavirus cases.

The new figure comes as new cases have been rising across the United States, though cases, hospitalizations and deaths remain a fraction
of their peaks. Still, public health experts are watching the increases with deep concern and Dr. Walensky warned last week that “this is
becoming a pandemic of the unvaccinated.” The seven-day average now shows nearly 38,000 new daily cases, up from about 11,000 a day
not long ago, according to a New York Times database.

Tuesday’s hearing was contentious at times. Senator Mitt Romney, Republican of Utah, pressed Dr. Janet Woodcock, the acting
commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, on when the F.D.A. would authorize booster shots — and was not happy when she
could not provide a specific answer. Federal health officials have said booster shots are not necessary now and have pressed Pfizer for
more evidence.

Other Republicans clashed with witnesses over matters including mask mandates, booster shots for Covid-19 vaccines and “gain of
function” research designed to identify genetic mutations that could make a virus more powerful.

Senator Rand Paul, Republican of Kentucky, escalated his long-running attacks on Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, President Biden’s top medical
adviser for the coronavirus pandemic, and accused Dr. Fauci of committing a crime by lying to Congress in May when he told senators
that the National Institutes of Health did not fund “gain of function” research at a laboratory in Wuhan, China, the epicenter of the
pandemic’s early days.
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Dr. Fauci, in turn, accused the senator of falsely implying that the N.I.H. is somehow responsible for hundreds of thousands of deaths
from the pandemic — an extraordinary exchange for the Senate, where witnesses almost always defer to lawmakers.

“I have never lied before Congress and I do not retract that statement,” Dr. Fauci declared, adding, “Senator Paul, you do not know what
you are talking about, quite frankly, and I want to say that officially.”

— Sheryl Gay Stolberg
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India’s true pandemic death toll is likely to be well over 3 million, a new study
finds.
The number of people who have died in the coronavirus pandemic in India so far is likely to exceed three million — nearly 10 times the
official Covid-19 death toll — making it one of the worst human tragedies in the nation’s history, according to a new study.

In a comprehensive examination of the true toll of the pandemic in the sprawling nation of 1.4 billion, the Center for Global Development,
a Washington research institute, attempted to quantify excess deaths from all causes during the pandemic based on state data,
international estimates, serological studies and household surveys.

“True deaths are likely to be in the several millions, not hundreds of thousands, making this arguably India’s worst human tragedy,” said
its authors, one of whom is a former chief economic adviser to the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The official government numbers have been called into question repeatedly. Even as funeral pyres lit up the night sky and bodies washed
up on the Ganges River, with death all around, the Indian government was widely underreporting the scale of the devastation.

A chorus of experts have said the country’s official estimates are a gross understatement.

The study released on Tuesday estimated that between 3.4 and 4.7 million more people than would normally be expected died between
January 2020 and June 2021, and includes an estimate suggesting that deaths from Covid-19 alone may have reached four million.

“Estimating Covid deaths with statistical confidence may prove elusive,” the authors wrote. “But all estimates suggest that the death toll
from the pandemic is likely to be an order of magnitude greater than the official count of 400,000; they also suggest that the first wave
was more lethal than is believed.”

The authors said the undercount of death after the first wave of infections last year may have resulted, in part, from the fact that it was
“spread out in time,” as opposed to the sharp curve of the second wave when hundreds of thousands of people died amid shortages
of oxygen, beds and vaccines.
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The study has said that the country’s inability to grasp the “scale of the tragedy in real time” during its first wave from March 2020 to
February 2021 may have caused “the collective complacency that led to the horrors of the second wave.”

At the height of the second wave, interviews by New York Times reporters at cremation grounds across three states in India revealed an
extensive pattern of deaths far exceeding the official figures.

Nervous politicians and hospital administrators may also have undercounted or overlooked large numbers of dead, analysts said. And
grieving families may be hiding Covid connections as well, out of shame, adding to the confusion.

India is still reporting nearly 40,000 new cases and about 500 deaths a day, according to a New York Times database. Less than 7 percent
of the population is fully vaccinated.

“The challenge of the pandemic is far from over,” said Arvind Subramanian, Mr. Modi’s former chief economic adviser and a senior fellow
at Brown University who is a co-author of the study. “Vaccination offers the best hope but its pace needs to be ramped up considerably.”

Mr. Modi’s government has warned of an impending third wave of infections, which government scientists say could strike as early as
August.

“The spirit of this paper is not to privilege any one estimate but simply to lay them out with transparency,” the authors of the excess
deaths study, Abhishek Anand, Justin Sandefur and Dr. Subramanian, said.

“Given all the difficulties, getting at the true estimate will be difficult and only by piecing together data from different sources will we
improve our understanding of the reality of the pandemic.”

— Karan Deep Singh

Johnson & Johnson’s one-dose vaccine is less effective against the Delta variant, a
study suggests.
The single-dose coronavirus vaccine made by Johnson & Johnson is much less effective against the Delta and Lambda variants than
against the original virus, according to a new study posted online on Tuesday.

Although troubling, the findings result from experiments conducted with blood samples in a laboratory, and may not reflect the vaccine’s
performance in the real world. But they add to evidence that the 13 million people inoculated with the Johnson & Johnson vaccine may
need to receive a second dose — ideally of one of the mRNA vaccines made by Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna, the authors said.

The conclusions are at odds with those from smaller studies published by Johnson & Johnson earlier this month, suggesting that a single
dose of the vaccine is effective against the variant even eight months after inoculation.

The new study has not yet been peer reviewed nor published in a scientific journal. But it is consistent with observations that a single dose
of the AstraZeneca vaccine — which has a similar architecture to Johnson & Johnson’s — shows only about 33 percent efficacy against
symptomatic disease caused by the Delta variant.

“The message that we wanted to give was not that people shouldn’t get the J.&J. vaccine, but we hope that in the future, it will be boosted
with either another dose of J.&J. or a boost with Pfizer or Moderna,” said Nathaniel Landau, a virologist at N.Y.U.’s Grossman School of
Medicine, who led the study.
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The Delta variant is the most contagious version yet of the coronavirus. It accounts for 83 percent of infections in the United States, Dr.
Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said at a Senate hearing on Tuesday.

— Apoorva Mandavilli


