gill Oyster <f afts

o rods in

ge: Ga"
and regularty
offers classe
rod.ma\dng'

s on




treated and straightened, and then
one by one, they are laid in a V-shap
groove in a 6-foot-long piece of steel.
The student hand-planes the pieces
from end to end, turning them and
re-planing them until, eventually, each
piece has a triangular cross-section.

Each piece will also have a taper,
that is, a specified width at discrete
intervals along its length. All rods have
an obvious taper, since they’re thicker
at the handle end than at the tip, but
custom rods are thicker or thinner than
others in certain places, giving each rod
its distinct action.

The planing is tedious — the work
is measured in thousandths of an inch
— and takes about three days. Then six
pieces, each with the same triangular
cross-section, are glued together to
make the butt section, and six thinner
ones are glued to make the tip section.

When the glue is dry, students sand
and varnish the rod and add the cork
handle, the reel seat, the ferrules that
will connect the butt section with the
tip section and the line guides.
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“an absolutely beautiful rod” that she
planned to give to her son, Baker says.
Tusoni, who teaches classes in his
workshop in Angels Camp, Calif,,
learned the art from his father and
made his first bamboo rod when he was
10. He’s fished bamboo ever since.
“Bamboo rods are slower, you
relax with them and you feel the rod
better,” Tusoni says. “And you catch
more fish.” ®

KEEPING TRADITION ALIVE: Both Baker’s Bamboo Flyrods in Falmouth,
Maine, and its students carefully craft bamboo rods, below. The work at
> Baker's includes meticulous planing of the wood, above right.
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AN ELEGANT
TOUCH

Bill Oyster
makes bamboo
rods and also
hand-engraves
ferrules for the
rods.

DETAILED
WORIK

An engraved
reel seat cap
from Oyster will
add a finishing
touch to a
bamboo rod.




