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HAND-ENGRAVED
BAMBOO RODS

I've long followed my dad to his Southeastern ﬁsliing tournaments, !
but it wasn’t until I met Georgia rodmaker Bill Oyster, of Oysfer' :
Fine Bamboo Fly Rods, that I learned about the art behind the sport
Oyster’s fresh- and saltwater-fly rods are crafted froma smg]e culm .
% : of Tonkin bamboo, considered the sport’s gold standard Each rod dps
‘ takes at least 50 hours to complete, with carefully split strms planed
to 1/1000th of an inch; guides are attached thh fine stlkthread !
' _ Then, the surface is smoothed, andaPortuguese corkhandleis added :
7 g Oyster’s artistry shines, as he uses a m:croscope to hanaa;ﬂg;ave 3
¢ - | thereel seat and ferrules with intricate ﬁsh:ng scenes, famﬂy crests
or portraits of pets, made of mckel silver w:th the optlon Sf addmg A
? 24-karat—gold inlay. Oyster has made rods for the Ilkes of Premdent :
4 g, T o : Jlmmy Carter (who he took fishing in the waters aroundﬁle § s
- | RiverinNorth Georgia). These artfull_y crafted rodsbecﬁmgf
e 2 ‘] helrlooms passed down for generat:ons. 'I‘here s noﬂu‘;fi' "T“fhg ot
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