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Eighth Generation
by Louie Gong

Louie Gong (Nooksack) is a 
Seattle-based artist and 
entrepreneur who was raised 
in a rural home with no running 
water and in the Nooksack 
tribal community. In 2008, he 
founded his small business 
Eighth Generation in order to 
sell custom shoes that he was 
decorating with cultural art. 

As demand for his artwork 
outpaced capacity, he success-
fully transitioned from making 
one-off art pieces to producing 
products in quantity. An edu-
cator at heart, he decided to 
leverage his own success to 
help other artists become suc-
cessful entrepreneurs.

Louie’s support of other artists 

became the Inspired Natives 
Project, a business framework for 
aligning with Native art, in which 
artists are considered partners 
and provided with capacity build-
ing to develop their business 
skills to make a sustainable living 
from their craft. 

Just eight years after launching, 
Eighth Generation became the 
first Native-owned company to 
offer wool blankets. In 2016, 
Eighth Generation launched its 
flagship retail store at Pike Place 
Market. Eighth Generation con-
tinues to push boundaries and 
demonstrate leadership around 
establishing innovative, sustain-
able models for bringing cultural 
art to market and supporting arts 
entrepreneurs.

(top) Eighth Generation’s flagship store at Pike Place Market in Seattle
(center) Louie Gong, Artist & Entrepreneur

(bottom} “Wolf Chucks” by Louie gong



"I feel like I won 
the Native art 
lottery. My life 
has been changed."
 -Sarah Agaton Howes

The Inspired 
Natives Project

(top to bottom)
Sarah Agaton Howes
(Anishinaabe)

Michelle Lowden
(Acoma Pueblo)

Kyle Reyes
(Hawaiian)

Michele Reyes
(Diné)

The Inspired Natives Project sets the gold standard 

for companies who wish to align with Native art, cul-

ture, and communities. 

Through the project, Louie works with a select num-

ber of highly skilled Native artists to help them de-

velop products and shift from either a handmade or 

gallery-based model of selling art, to an arts  

entrepreneurship model where they can scale up their 

work and make a sustainable living off their craft. 

The Inspired Natives Project plays a proactive role in 

creating alternatives to “Native-inspired” products 

that feature Native art but don’t benefit the commu-

nity that art comes from.



Wool blankets hold a special place in Native communities and are often 
given as gifts in recognition of service and achievement. Eighth Gener-
ation is the first Native-owned company to offer wool blankets, and we 
design blankets with the ceremonial usage in mind, so the blankets look 
stunning whether they're wrapped around your shoulders or folded on 
your couch.

200 cm x 150 cm (fits queen-size bed)
100% New Zealand wool

100% Native-designed
5% of sales supports our Inspired Natives Grant

Wool Blankets
Featuring Various Inspired Natives Artists



Louie
Gong

Nooksack

                            
RETAIL: $185
WHOLESALE: IN STOCK

“Salish Pattern”
by Louie Gong

This design was created by Louie 
Gong (Nooksack) after researching 
traditional Coast Salish weaving. Al-
though our blankets are created us-
ing modern technology, it was very 
important to Louie that he create a 
design that could be replicated with 
traditional Salish weaving methods.

Salish art is rarely represented in 
contemporary textiles, and Louie is 
proud to help push this particular, 
often overlooked form to the fore-
front of Native art and product of-
ferings.



Michelle
Lowden
Acoma
Pueblo

“Reflection”
by Michelle Lowden

The "Reflection" blanket rep-
resents the prayer for rain, which is 
an important cultural element in the 
high desert climate of Acoma Pueb-
lo, where Michelle Lowden is from.

During monsoon season, the 
cisterns at Acoma become full again, 
and the people visit the cisterns to 

gather water for drinking. When 
you look down to see the cisterns 
full and are met with your reflection, 
you can't help but smile with grat-
itude. It is a reminder that "water 
is life." The design features Acoma 
Pueblo abstract symbols represent-
ing mountains, clouds, and rain.

                            
RETAIL: $195
WHOLESALE: IN STOCK



“Thunderbird
             Arrives”

by Louie Gong + Evergreen Longhouse

The "Thunderbird Arrives" blanket 
- which was created to commem-
orate the Evergreen Longhouse's 
20th Anniversary - is a powerful 
symbol of Eighth Generation's 
community engagement. Through 
distribution of this blanket, Eighth 
Generation has become the Long-
house's largest individual donor.

The design was developed col-
laboratively by Louie and a team 
of Native artists representing the 
Longhouse. It features a bold Thun-
derbird, bordered by patterns rep-
resenting the Salish and Maori com-
munities, with whom the Longhouse 
maintains close ties. 

                            
RETAIL: $205

WHOLESALE: IN STOCK



Sarah Agaton
Howes

Anishinaabe

“Renewal”
by Sarah Agaton Howes

Sarah Agaton Howes’ (Anishi-
naabe) "Renewal" design, which is 
characteristic of the woodlands flo-
ral tradition, tells the story of phys-
ical and spiritual renewal.  It honors 
the land through representations 
of the wild plum flower, the water 
through our beloved wild rice, and 
healing through the dogwood 

flower. The scallop shapes on each 
end of the design – which are in-
spired by Sarah’s own hand-made 
regalia – symbolize the idea that 
humans are part of nature, and that 
the renewal and revitalization of the 
land, water, sky, and spirit require us 
to understand and practice our 
ancestral ways.

                            
RETAIL: $198
WHOLESALE: IN STOCK



Bethany
Yellowtail
Northern

Cheyenne

“All My
        Relations”

by Bethany Yellowtail

The "All My Relations" blanket - 
the very first offering in our Ground-
breakers Series - features cross-lad-
en vertical stripes and crosses that 
speak to Crow elements, while 
horizontal stripes and the Morning 
Star pattern reflect the Northern 
Cheyenne. Traditionally, the two 

tribes were enemies with a long-
standing rivalry dating back to the 
days when they lived freely and buf-
falo roamed the Great Plains. This 
design weaves the differences and 
blends the similarities of each trib-
al nation in a harmonious symbol of 
unity. 

                            
RETAIL: $240
WHOLESALE: N/A



(from left to right)
“Wandering Clouds Throw”by Michelle Lowden

“Woodlands Floral Throw” by Sara Agaton Howes
“Winter Hummingbird Throw” by Louie Gong 

“New Life” by Michele Reyes

Our 100% cotton throws are made in the USA and feature vibrant 
cultural art created by community-engaged Native artists.They are 
versatile and durable enough to go from the campfire to the beach to 
your living room.  

Cotton Throws
Featuring Various Inspired Natives Artists

                            
RETAIL: $72

WHOLESALE: IN STOCK



Custom Wool 
Blankets

Eighth Generation is pleased to offer custom 
blanket development for businesses, organiza-
tions and tribes interested in purchasing larg-
er quantities of blankets featuring their own 
artwork or branding.  Our skilled and friendly 
staff can adapt your existing artwork for blanket 
production or we can work closely with you to 
create artwork from scratch.  To date, we have 
worked on custom throw blanket projects as 
small as 50 units to custom wool blankets proj-
ects that number in the 1000’s.

If you’re interested in a customized product but 
don’t have the ability to do a completely cus-
tom blanket, we also offer customized labeling 
for our in-stock blanket designs. Minimums ap-
ply.

Want to learn more? Email us.



Giving Back to 
the Community

"Eighth Generation sets the gold standard 
for how companies should align with

 Native communities."

Beyond the Inspired Natives Project, Eighth 

Generation maintains unprecedented levels 

of community engagement and leadership. 

Our physical store at Pike Place Market is a 

hub for the community, from our Native art-

ist-in-residence program to providing space 

for tribes, organizations and the broader 

community to meet. In 2016 alone, we con-

tributed over $50,000 in formal and informal 

donations, including a $10,000 contribution 

in wool blankets for the water protectors as 

the first frosts set in at Standing Rock.

 -Coleen Echohawk, Chief Seattle Club



www.eighthgeneration.com

Pike Place Market Store:
Eighth Generation

93 Pike Street 
Seattle, Washington  98101

for more information, email us at 
info@eighthgeneration.com


