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“P've always been fascinated by fab-
rics,” says homeowner Mary Jane McCarty.
“I've always loved to sew.” A decade ago,
she and her husband, Stephen Lebowitz,
an architect and artist, decided they want-
ed to lead a quicter life that would give
them more time to spend with their daugh-
ter. They left their Manhattan apartment
behind for the tranquil countryside of
Bucks County, Pa. The 100-year-old clap-
board house the young family discovered
had been recently renovated by previous
owners, and only needed to be decorated.
I her years spent working as a costume
designer in New York City, Mary Jane had
amassed an impressive array of new, vin-
tage, and antique fabrics and trim, and she
used these velvets, toiles, buttons, and tas-
sels to dress her new home. Her valuable
talent for combining colors and patterns
extends beyond the realm of textiles, and
at the holidays guests can marvel ar the
array of greenery, flowers, glassware, silver,

Above: A scattering of actual pine needles at their
bases gives these pinecone-shaped candles an
extra touch of natural realism. Right: Mosaics
by artist Harvey Silverman add new zest to a
pair of weathered wrought-iron chairs. Atop
the chimney cupboard, salvaged wooden finials
prop up Stephen's collection of hats.
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If you're one of the many people whose stock
of ornaments has gradually grown beyond
what your Christmas tree can accommodate,
one way to keep those glittering glass balls
out of storage boxes and on display is to cre-
ate a wreath: Use a hot-glue gun to secure
ornaments of all sizes and colors to a poly-
styrene wreath form (available av crafts
stores), then hang with ribbon.
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and ceramics she puts to use at the table
and throughout the house.

“l don’t need things to match,” says
Mary Jane, and the dining-room table
(opposite) shows how successful such an
attitude can be. At each place setting, tint-
ed and clear crystal goblets mix with flat-
ware made of both antique sterling and
coin silver. “I buy a set of forks, a set of
spoons, a set of knives and use them all
together,” Mary Jane says. The dining
room’s English oak refectory table is sur-
rounded by mismatched Victorian chairs,
their seats all done up in different fabrics.
Ticking stripes make the oversized uphol-
stered chair at the head of the table seem
less fussy. “I suspect I'm attracted to trans-
ferware because it reminds me of printed

fabric,” says Mary Jane, who uses her col-
lecrion to great effect at the table, even
going so far as to employ teacups as
cachepots for greenery. In the master bed-

room (above), her love of fabrics in all of

their textures is made obvious by the vari-
ety of layered bedding and throw pillows—
including one she crafted using an antique
remnant of neutral-toned toile.
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HOLIDAYdertails

1. Cover your work area with the plas-
tic dmp cloth. Mary Jane’s carefil organization of her textiles
2. Fill the tin with yellow paint. and- buttons (opposite top and  middle"left)
* a large plastic drop cloth to protect 3. Dip a twig star into the paint—one makes it far easier to piece fcvgc.ther |r\gel1\?us
your work area generous coat should be abour all 5 creations such as these silk-lined smckmis
# a shallow tin to hold paint needed to cover it. (opposite, right). Glittering twig stars suspend-
ed from checked ribbons (opposite, bottorn left)
are a charming decoration for a more rustic

4. Using the sponge brush, touch up
any unpainted areas. Set the star aside on
0 the plastic drop cloth to dry.
collect and cut five twigs to the 5. Continue dipping and painting stars :
me length, lay out flat in the shape y ave as y . To T - ISR IRAMG. T T o o
astar, and tie corners together with | keep things manages i e E o S 5 3
embroidery thread) no more than a d 1
* a medium sponge brush 6. While the paint on the stars
* glitter cky, sprinkle on glitter. Allow to dry
* ribbon completely, then tie onto tree with ribbon.

or casual space, like the screened porch pic-
tured here. To make your own stars, see the

MR (,,ASUAL YOUR HOLIDAY &
» DEGERATIONS SHOULD REFLECT THE SPIRIT OF Té,{.l;!p
ROOM IN WHICH THEY ARE PLACED
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