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The AGM was held on 8th September and we now have 
a new President, Deborah (Debbie) Higginson and new 
committee member, Margaret Szalay.   
 
Debbie is a very appropriate President being a direct 
descendent of Archibald Mosman’s twin brother, George.  
 
Margaret is well known as a busy contributor to many 
Mosman community groups such as Probus.   
 
Perry McIntyre will become the new Vice President 
following the retirement of Charles Gay. 
 
Retiring President Noela Gill will remain as Immediate 
Past President.  Noela has been a Mosman resident since 
1988.  She joined MHS in 2005, became Secretary in 
2006 and President in 2013.  
 
Other committee members:  Anne Fernandez (Secretary), 
Brian Halstead (Treasurer), Phillipa Morris, Pam 
Lofthouse, Kay Halstead, John Dansie, Donna Braye 
(library representative), Amanda Gosse (webmaster). 
  
Dr Charles Gay will be missed on the committee for his 
calm and relaxed presence and readiness to support all 
activities.  His epic contribution is the research aid on the 
MHS website History of Medical Practitioners in 
Mosman, Cremorne and Neutral Bay 1975-2010.  The 
extensive listings cover all specializations and practices.    
 
NEXT SPEAKER MEETING 
Wednesday 10th November, 7pm 
via ZOOM 
 
Graham Shirley will present The Adventures of Dot.  In 
the early days of film, travelling film exhibitors brought 
entertainment and news to small communities in 
Australia. Some made fictional films funded by and 
starring a town’s leading citizens and their families.  This 
is the story of how a stock standard script was recast and 
filmed on many such occasions.  
Graham Shirley is known by some MHS members from 
his days as a Shore student.  He has worked as a director, 
writer and researcher on Australian historical 
documentaries and has been a senior curator and 
historian at the National Film and Sound Archive of 
Australia.                                                See attached flyer 
 
As functions now cannot be held at the library until 
2022, the meeting will be held via ZOOM.   
If you wish to attend please contact David Carment  
dcarment@bigpond.net.au (or 0418857182). 

 
HISTORY AND SNAGS WALK –  
CREEKS AND WATERFALLS 
Wednesday 17 November 5pm 
 
Subject to unanticipated COVID restrictions, Pam 
Lofthouse will guide a walk, all downhill, starting at 
Belmont Road and finishing at Reid Park for a John 
Dansie sausage barbeque. The walk follows the route of 
what was once a stream that culminated in a beautiful 
and famous waterfall. 
  
As from today, fifty fully vaccinated participants are 
permitted.  To book places, please contact David 
Carment (dcarment@bigpond.net.au or 0418857182).  
Places will be allocated on a first come first served 
basis.                                                     See attached flyer 
 
SEPTEMBER SPEAKER MEETING  (via ZOOM)  
Noel Phelan presented Royal Australian Air Force 
Catalinas in World War Two   
 
The Catalina flying boats were considered highly 
important for the Allied cause in the Pacific during 
WWII because of their design versatility and stealthy 
ability to avoid detection by Japanese submarines.  
Numerous operations of the Australian Catalina 
squadrons around Indonesia and Burma were conducted 
in secrecy, many only recently coming to light.   The 
crews were small in number and highly dependent on 
each other for survival and became very close friends.   
 
Several attendees had relatives involved, one being  
Debbie Higginson whose father was distinguished pilot   
Bruce Daymond DSO, DFC.  He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross a few days before the DSO 
while completing several Special Duties missions behind 
enemy lines on the west coast of Burma. He was at the 
controls of his Catalina for 98 hours in 8 days on several 
return missions from Madras at the end of 1944.  At 
times he had to fly at 50 feet above the ocean for 200 
miles to escape detection from Japanese radar. His orders 
were to rescue agents “at all costs”.  
 
Welcome to new MHS members…. 
 
Gabrielle Bluett 
Marcia Fielder 
Shirley and Brian Beaumont Owles 
Diana Robertson 
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Vale BRIAN WILDER  (d.11/10/21) 
 
Brian was very important to Mosman Historical Society 
having resurrected it in 1999 and serving as its President 
for a number of years.  He was greatly respected and 
admired.  Brian had a long career in the field of scholarly 
publishing including Melbourne University Press.  
 
Local  Studies at BARRY O’KEEFE LIBRARY 
 
From the Bottom Drawer:  Each day from 15 October  
to 3 November, people will be able to post a personal 
item that tells their particular Mosman story, on the 
library Facebook page.  Also, local studies staff will each 
select and post an object and story from the library’s 
collection or their personal one, to tell their favourite 
story.           https://www.facebook.com/mosmanlibrary/   
 
GORE HILL CEMETERY 
Shark attack victim  
 
We are fortunate that this old cemetery still survives and 
is so accessible to Mosman residents.  The Friends of 
Gore Hill Cemetery publishes a newsletter and for each 
issue, several headstones are selected for biographical 
research and the resulting stories featured.  The June 
2021 issue included one with special Mosman relevance. 
 
Richard ‘Dick’ Simpson, aged 12, was killed in a shark 
attack at Sirius Cove on 9 January 1919.  At 7.30 in the 
morning he was gathering wood on the beach and before 
going home went into the water for a swim.  He waded 
out a short distance to a depth of one metre when he was 
attacked by a shark and dragged ten metres further out 
into deeper water. A local fisherman, who was pulling 
his net into his boat, heard his cries and at once rowed to 
the spot but the shark had disappeared. Simpson was 
lifted into the boat and taken to the shore but died from 
injuries caused by a bite to his right thigh. 
gorehillcem@gmail.com  
 
Gavin Souter in his book Mosman a History (p.204) adds 
that Dr Doak was called from Military Road but arrived 
too late.  He mentions that there was a witness living 
below Raglan Street between what had once been the 
German and Swiss consulates.  He was Jack Bruce, a 
returned soldier who was still suffering from shell shock 
to such an extent that he was unable to cry out when he 
saw the shark attacking from his veranda. 
 
In Conversation at the Rowers: The History of MRC 
Monday 6 December, 6.30pm 
 
To celebrate 110 years of existence at their current 
location, the Mosman Rowers Club will host an evening 
of stories and images of the history of the bay and the 
club.  It is to be given by John Dansie of MHS and 
Donna Braye, Local Studies Librarian. 
More info at mosmanrowers.com.au 
 

 
Adventures of the Sirius Cows 
  
Our feature article in the February 2020 issue was 
entitled HMS SIRIUS – The Mosman Connection.  In 
researching the history of the Sirius, author Phillipa 
Morris chanced across the story of Australia’s first 
immigrant cattle. 
 
When the First Fleet called at ports along the route from 
England, trees and plants thought suitable for the colony 
were obtained and packed into the hold.  At the final 
stop, Cape Town, as much flour, water, spirits etc as 
possible were loaded, as well as some cattle.  The deck 
was cleared and cattle stalls built.  Unfortunately, due to 
insufficient fodder and constant falls on the rough seas, 
many of these precious cattle and calves died en route. 
 
The Sirius arrived in Botany Bay on 20th January 1788 
and during its 8 days there, the crew went ashore to cut 
grass for the cattle that had survived.  On arrival at 
Sydney Cove, 2 bulls and 4 cows wandered off and it 
was 8 years before they were seen again.  They were 
found in 1796, greatly increased in number, south of the 
Nepean River in an area which became known as 
Cowpastures. 
 
In 1801 the wild cattle at Cowpastures were estimated at 
5-6 hundred.  In 1810 Governor Macquarie visited the 
area and estimated them to number 4-5 thousand.   Many 
were slaughtered over the years, their meat salted and 
hides tanned, some illegally.    
  
In 1805 John Macarthur was granted 5000 acres of 
Cowpastures to develop the merino wool industry.  He 
named his grant ‘Camden’.  By 1824 he had acquired 
10,400 acres and the cattle were removed to allow him to 
take possession.  Nearly 900 of them were tamed and 
incorporated into the government domestic herds.   
 
From research by P. Morris.  Mosman Historical Society. 
Sources: Journals, charts, diaries, letters, memoirs of officers and crew of 
HMS Sirius: Bradley, Hunter, Fowell, Southwell, Nagle.      Details on request. 
 https://www.belgennyfarm.com.au/history/ 
  
Information sought re pianist DOROTHY GADSBY  
 
A request has been received regarding the resident of 45 
Central Avenue Mosman in 1963. We have been able to 
locate newspaper items about her recital performances 
but information about her home is sought by her 
granddaughter Robyn…….. 
 
       ‘my grandmother Dorothy Gadsby (her mother Lena 
Hunter and father Frederick Gadsby), lived in Central 
Avenue……even if there are photographs of what the 
street used to look like this time last century. My 
grandmother Dorothy was a pianist, who worked at the 
Sydney Conservatorium, and lived in Military Road for a 
large part of her later life.’              
(contact mosmanhistoricalsociety@gmail.com ) 



	 3	

DISCOVERY OF OLD NEWSPAPER  
 

 
 
Our Secretary Anne Fernandez is currently doing 
some home renovations. She is replacing the hearth 
tiles in the main bedroom and lounge room, as some 
of them were broken. In the bedroom the builder 
removed the metal fireplace insert and the timber 
mantle/surround. Behind them was discovered a 
cigarette card and four battered and dusty pages of 
The Daily from Monday July 20, 1936.  
 
The house is one of a group of four single-fronted 
cottages built in Upper Avenue Road in 1900, so 
how the paper came to be hidden behind the 
fireplace 36 years later is a mystery.  The newspaper 
was behind the metal fender. Anne’s tiler suggested 
that it could have been dropped down the chimney 
cavity when a workman was on the roof in 1936. 
 

	

	
	
 
Although the paper is a bit the worse for wear, many 
of the articles and advertisements are still readable, 
including: 
 

• A full column article on the Shore School 
Dance, noting that 1,250 tickets were sold.  
The male guests were listed and the ladies 
had their “frocks” described in great detail. 
For example, Miss Nancy Macnaught 
“pinned a spray of lily of the valley on the 
shoulder of her black georgette frock, which 
was worn with a matching cape”. 

 
• Mr Hale, building surveyor for Mosman 

Council, is an inmate of Glengarry private 
hospital, Mosman. Sympathetic reference 
was made to Mr Hale's illness at Tuesday 
night's council meeting. 

 
• The Williams Business College (established 

30 years) at Trafalgar Square, Spit Junction 
invited the reader to be “individually 
trained” for a position of responsibility. 

 
• Eddie Cantor and Ethel Merman starred in 

“Strike Me Pink” at the Hoyts Kinema.  
Kings was showing “Rose of the Rancho” 
with Charles Bickford. 

 
• Ferris Bros (near the Buena Vista Hotel) 

advertised “RADIO-GRAMO combinations 
for your party or dance”. 

 
• Mosman Council advised that they would 

take proceedings to compel the demolition of 
the old blacksmith’s shop on the corner of 
Belmont Road and Military Road. 

 
• A “modern 2-Storey Home, 6 rooms, garage, 

views” near the zoo was yours for £1,550. 
 

• And Black and White Scotch Whisky was 
12/6 a bottle from Hotel Mosman. 

	
Pam	Lofthouse	and	Anne	Fernandez	

	
	
 


