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We are back and hoping members are all well and 
did not have Christmas plans forcibly rearranged 
because of the ubiquitous cases of COVID’s 
omicron variation, as so many were.  
 
Apologies for omitting a very important member of 
MHS committee in the October newsletter.  
Emeritus Professor David Carment AM is our very 
busy speaker coordinator.  
 
NEXT SPEAKER MEETING 
Wednesday 9th March, 7pm 
At Mosman Library 
 
Revitalising Heritage through Contemporary Art 
and New Technologies is the title of the 
presentation by John Cheeseman, Director of 
Mosman Art Gallery. The new technologies are 
currently enriching museum experiences 
everywhere.  John will give examples of how they 
can be better used and will relate his talk to projects 
at Mosman Art Gallery.                See attached flyer. 
                                            
If you wish to attend please contact David at 
dcarment@bigpond.net.au (or 0418857182). 
 
Final 2021 Functions held in November: 
     Speaker Presentation:  The Adventures of Dot 
     History and Snags Walk:  Creeks and Waterfalls 
 
On 10th November, film archivist and historian 
Graham Shirley presented The Adventures of Dot, 
a delightful story of the early days of film in 
Australia and the producers who toured country 
towns engaging communities to participate and star 
in their local version of the story.  His plentiful 
original footage was a delight. 
 
On 17th November Pam Lofthouse was designer 
and guide for daylight saving History and Snags 
Walk – Creeks and Waterfalls finishing at Reid 
Park for a John Dansie sausage barbeque. The walk 
began in Belmont Road and followed the route of 
what was once a stream culminating in a beautiful 
and famous waterfall.  Both the walk and BBQ were 
hugely popular. 
Pam continued her research to discover more 
information about the bridge, featured on page 3. 

Vale  
Phillipa Roslyn Morris,  9/9/1949 to 9/12/2021  
MHS committee member 
 
Phillipa will be sadly missed.  She was Secretary of 
the earlier MHS at the time of its demise in 1994 
and joined the current MHS committee in 2011.  She 
became the research officer after many years 
volunteering in that role for Local Studies at 
Mosman Library.   
Phillipa was passionate and dedicated to Mosman’s 
history and heritage having lived in the area all her 
life.  She wrote many articles for the website Lost 
Mosman and was the major author of our 
newsletter’s feature articles, the most recent of these 
being Mosman’s Houseboats in the February 2021 
issue. The item in our last issue about the Sirius 
cows was also drawn from Phillipa’s research, as 
was the final article in this issue (p.4).  It was 
important to Phillipa that she wrote with integrity 
and accuracy. 
Phillipa’s quiet exterior hid a lovely quirky sense of 
humour.  She was also a very private person and at 
her request, her illness for several months in 2021 
was not widely known. 
 

 
Phillipa - ‘History and Snags at Mosman Bay’ 2019 
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CLIFTON GARDENS HOTEL project 
 
A very generous donation from member Ross Webb 
will help progress the project to construct a 
monument at Clifton Gardens using bricks from the 
original hotel, built 1871.  The bricks were re-used 
in the construction of a house at Warrawee, recently 
demolished.  At the request of Pam Lofthouse, 
owner John He kindly donated 150 of the old bricks 
and had them delivered to the home of Noela Gill.  
Mosman Council has now approved the construction 
of a plinth with explanatory plaque at the site.  We 
have received a quote for construction and are 
examining the possibility of a grant.  
  
Timely discovery of 1999 invitation  
 
In the last issue we remembered the importance of 
Brian Wilder (d.11/10/21) in resurrecting MHS in 
1999 and serving as its President for several years. 
 
While organizing her father’s old papers in 
November, Debbie Higginson discovered a letter 
addressed to her father inviting him to attend a 
meeting aimed at re-forming a ‘Mosman Historical 
Society, or something similar (eg Mosman 
Historical and Heritage Society Association)’.  The 
meeting was to take place on 28 April 1999.  As 
they say, the rest is history. 
 
The letter was signed by Brian Wilder on behalf of 
the group of instigators from the Mosman 
community, four of whom are still members of the 
newly formed society 23 years later. 
 
 

 
 

At last – Covid restrictions eased for the history walk 17.11.21  
Members enjoy the BBQ and company at Reid Park 

Photo by David Carment 
 
 
 

Welcome to new MHS members…. 
 
Peter and Maria Abrahamson 
Eliza Benecke 
Margaret & David Gray 
Kerry & Philip McCouat 
Lyn McRae 
Elisabeth Michell 
Donna Palmer 
Philip Stead 
Pam Urquhart 
 
Eliza Benecke developed a walking tour guide of 
The Spit as a project for her university history 
studies last semester of 2021.  She has made her 
guide available to everyone.  Her recommendations 
are to download the PocketSights app and search for 
‘The Spit & Chinamans Beach’ to follow the walk 
using your mobile phone either from Pearl Bay to 
Chinamans Beach and back, or Pearl Bay to Spit 
East.    
MHS has awarded her a 3-year membership of our 
society in acknowledgement of her interest and 
contribution. 
 
Local Studies events  
BARRY O’KEEFE LIBRARY  
 
Finding Your Place in Mosman:  
an introduction to researching your house using 
resources in the local studies collection. These free 
sessions will be held once a month –  
Tuesday 22 March, 6.30-7.30pm;  
Tuesday 26 April, 2.30-3.30pm; 
Thursday 19 May, 10.30-11.30am;  
Monday 6 June, 2.30-3.30pm.  
Bookings essential as places are limited.  
Book online at events.mosman.nsw.gov.au 
  
A Century or more of Bookplates in Australia.  
Dr Mark Ferson, collector and founder of the New 
Australian Bookplate Society will present a 
fascinating and entertaining session on the art and 
history of bookplates.   
Wednesday 16 March, 7pm. Free.  
Bookings essential  events.mosman.nsw.gov.au  
  
Objects Tell Tall Tales:  
the stories behind objects in the Mosman Local 
Studies Collection presented by Donna Braye, Local 
Studies Librarian.   
Monday 28 March, 10:30am to 11:30am.   
Bookings essential  
www.mosman.nsw.gov.au/community/seniors 
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WATERFALL WALK – STONE BRIDGE ON RANGERS AVENUE 
 
As part of the History and Snags Walk in November 
2021, members crossed the stone bridge at the 
junction of Rangers Avenue and Avenue Road.  At 
the time, it was noted that the arches through which 
the creek water had flowed had been filled in, and 
the land claimed as part of private gardens.  But why 
was the bridge built and when was the creek filled 
in? 

 
 
Of particular interest on the bridge was the carved 
shield containing the name of the Mayor James 
Glover, and the date 1909.  
  

 
 
A search of the Mosman Council minutes from 1909 
and 1910 has provided the answer to why the bridge 
was built.  In March 1909 Council decided to widen 
the entrance to Avenue Road from Rangers Avenue 
at a cost of £13/6/0.  As part of this work an 
additional £233/3/0 (a substantial amount at that 
time!) was allocated from General Funds for “the 
construction of a brick and stone culvert”.  Culverts  

 
were frequently mentioned in the minutes at that 
time, which was prior to the sealing of roads and the 
diversion of storm water underground.  They 
allowed water to flow under the road. Tenders were 
called for the work in August 1909 and five tenders 
were received.  The successful tenderer was the 
stonemason Robert Aitken.   
 
Work proceeded in 1909; however by January 1910 
there was a problem.  Mr Aitken refused to do what 
he claimed was additional work on the “stone wall 
for the Rangers Avenue Bridge” without being paid 
an extra £34/2/6.  In April it remained unresolved 
and Council noted that the “Rangers Avenue 
Culvert” was still not complete.  The architect of the 
bridge was asked to complete the work and Mr 
Aitkin was not paid the extra amount.  Although it is 
not clear what the additional work entailed, clearly 
Mr Aitkin had already completed the shield in 1909, 
to be viewed more than 100 years later by the 
Mosman Historical Society members. 
 
During the walk there was also some speculation 
about when the creek was actually piped 
underground.  Again, the Mosman Council Minutes 
(available on Trace, the Local Studies Library’s 
online resource) can shed some light. 
 
In 1911 Council refused to take responsibility for 
the washing away of a resident’s “retaining wall 
fronting the creek” between Cowles Road and 
Avenue Road.  However, by 1920 the term “creek” 
was no longer found in the minutes.  As Mosman 
developed, residents gradually insisted that the 
creeks and gullies, now considered a stormwater 
nuisance, be replaced by pipes.  The bridge at the 
foot of Noble Street near Wolger Road was replaced 
by a 3 foot underground pipe.  This is now the site 
of the roundabout passed on the walk.  That same 
year many drainage works were being carried out in 
Mosman, including a Monier pipe under Ballantyne 
Street, again part of the walk.  Many streets still had 
level crossings where vehicles had to drive through 
running water, for example the intersections of Art 
Gallery Way/Cowles Road, Bardwell Road/Prince 
Street and Almora Street/Muston Street. 
 
Drainage works (installing underground pipes) 
continued throughout Mosman during the following 
decades. In March 1963 Council’s attention turned 
to the Mosman Bay Catchment, in particular   
“improving the drainage conditions at various 
locations along the Mosman Bay Stormwater 
Channel” where flooding had become an issue. 
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There was no mention of it being a creek, and no 
mention of the waterfalls.  Owners along the 
“channel” were approached to allow easements to be 
placed on their titles to allow access to the proposed 
underground pipes.  All owners agreed to this 
condition, in return for the removal of the annoying 
stormwater channel. The land owners in Park 
Avenue and Avenue Road requested some minor 
works such as the relocation of fences and concrete 
paths.  No owner requested any compensation for 
the easements.  In return for granting the easement, 
Aynsley Pty Ltd, the owner and developer of the 
land at the end of Millett Road (previously the site 
of the tennis club) were given approval to 
“cantilever over the easement at first floor level”.  
This explains how the private bridge at the end of 
Millett Road came to be built over one of Mosman’s 
natural wonders.   
 

In November 1963 tenders were called for the 
“reconstruction of the first stage, south of Rangers 
Avenue”.  £49,562 was allocated from the Drainage 
Loan Funds. During 1963 and 1964 several other 
drainage projects were also underway, including the 
third stage of the Sirius Cove Drainage Catchment 
Project and projects to pipe stormwater underground 
at Botanic Road/The Esplanade and Raglan 
Street/Mosman Street.  The minutes of 1965 state 
that the Mosman Bay Stormwater Drainage Project 
was completed at a final cost of £60,626. 
 
And with that, the creeks and waterfalls which had 
once made Mosman such a popular destination were 
reduced to some fragments on the edges of Reid 
Park. 
Research, text and photographs by Pam Lofthouse  
January 2022 

 
ELECTRIC LIGHTING IN MOSMAN 

 
By 1915 Mosman was beginning to be connected to 
electricity. Since 1887 gas was used to light homes 
and streets, but the cleaner, more efficient electric 
power was still in its infancy in Sydney. Since 1893 
electric trams had run through Mosman on power 
generated by the Railway Commission, which by 
1900 also provided an electric light at some 
intersections along the tram routes. Some 
businesses, such as cinemas, had their own 
generators. 
  
The wider adoption of electricity took some time. In 
1893 Mosman Mayor Harnett strongly supported its 
introduction. By 1902 the lower North Shore 
councils were co-operating to achieve this goal, but 
progress was slow owing to the lack of a reliable 
source of power on the North Shore. Still little had 
happened by 1909 other than fruitless meetings and 
conferences between councils, progress associations, 
and representations from prospective suppliers. 
They all realised the need for electric power, but no 
agreement could be reached on the way forward. 
  
By 1913, the two contenders to provide the service 
were the North Shore Electric Lighting Company 
and the City Council, which by then had extended 
electric lighting south of the harbour as far as 
Homebush and Botany. Mosman Council awaited a 
decision by North Sydney, whose aldermen could 
not agree. Engineers from the City Council 
addressed Mosman Council, while their rivals 
addressed North Sydney. By March 1914, frustrated 
by the lack of progress, Mosman decided to act 
without North Sydney, joining instead with Lane 

Cove and Willoughby. A contract with the City 
Council was signed in June 1914, ensuring that 
Mosman would have electric lighting and power 
within twelve months. In February the following 
year North Sydney finally agreed to join the same 
scheme.  
 
By July 1914 the City Council had authorised 
£7,000 for the erection of poles and wires in 
Mosman, and by 1915 electric lighting and power 
had arrived. Most new houses built thereafter were 
connected to electricity, though many had little more 
than a low wattage light bulb suspended in each 
room, and one or two power points. This also 
enabled the spread of the burgeoning array of new 
electric household appliances such as cookers, 
washers, irons and floor sweepers. Household power 
and street lighting gradually spread to all corners of 
Mosman, but not until 1920 were the last gas lamps 
replaced by the whiter, brighter electric light. 
  
All did not run smoothly of course - during the 
1920s power failures regularly plunged Mosman 
into darkness as demand exceeded supply. 
Additional sub-stations and more electricity from 
Bunnerong Power Station at Matraville eventually 
helped improve services and provide reliable power 
supply.  
 
This article was prepared by Phillipa Morris in 2018 for 
The Mosman Daily.  An editorial change reduced local 
content and the article was not published.  We are 
fortunate that Phillipa gave a copy to Noela Gill.   
 


