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NEXT SPEAKER MEETING   
Wednesday 8th September, 7pm 
Downstairs at Mosman Library or via ZOOM 
 
Speaker, Noel Phelan, is a guide with the Australian 
National Maritime Museum.  He will present Royal 
Australian Air Force Catalinas in World War Two.  
Employment of the Catalinas was pivotal in the 
Australian sphere of the war.  Because numerous 
operations of the Australian Catalina squadrons were 
conducted in secrecy, many of their exploits have never 
been told while others are only just coming to light. 

See attached flyer 
 

The AGM will be held before the speaker meeting at 
6.30pm.  All are very welcome especially anyone who 
would like to become a new committee member or to 
participate in any small or major way.    
Attached are three AGM related files – Minutes of the 
2020 AGM,  Agenda/ nomination form,  Proxy form.  
 
As before, if you wish to attend please contact David 
Carment at dcarment@bigpond.net.au (or 0418857182) 
in case COVID restrictions demand that the meeting is 
held via ZOOM, which appears likely.  
 
HISTORY AND SNAGS WALK –  
CREEKS AND WATERFALLS 
Wednesday 17 November 5pm 
 
Hopefully the current restrictions will be lifted to allow 
another of our popular daylight saving history walks.  
Pam Lofthouse has planned a walk, all downhill, from 
Belmont Road, and finishing at Reid Park for a Dansie 
sausage barbeque.  The walk follows the route of what 
was once a stream which culminated in a beautiful and 
famous waterfall.  It is full of surprises and discoveries.  
The Mosman Wharf bus can be caught afterwards for the 
uphill return.  More information in October’s newsletter. 
 
July speaker (via Zoom) Bill Phippen OAM presented  
By Muscle of Man and Horse: Building the Railway 
under Sydney 1916-32.   
 
Bill spoke of the excavations for Sydney’s rail system a 
century ago under the direction of engineer John 
Bradfield, best remembered for The Sydney Harbour 
Bridge.  We were privileged to see many of the 
extraordinary 1500 photographs from a long missing 
album discovered in 2016.  Some memorable ones were 
of conga lines of draught horses pulling cartloads of 
debris up earthen ramps for disposal.   

One intriguing fact was that several tunnels were 
excavated but never used.  Two members recalled being 
taken on guided tours of some of the unused tunnels but 
Bill’s information is that the practice was forbidden after 
9/11 due to national security fears. 
Bill has compiled 900 of these photographs into a book 
published by the Australian Railway Historical Society 
NSW Division, By Muscle of Man and Horse. While the 
bookshop at Central Station is closed, it is available for 
$50 online, free delivery at https://arhsnsw.com.au/shop/  
 
Welcome to new MHS members…. 
Susan Stewart 
Gabriella Kelly-Davies 
Helen Egan (rejoined) 
 
Vale.  Robert William Bagnall OAM  d.23/7/21 
Rob was a member of MHS and a personal friend of 
many members.  He was a willing contributor to many 
local community bodies and causes and will be widely 
remembered and missed in Mosman. 
  
ADRIENNE & THE MISSES BONNEY 
remembered………  
 
Our June issue article triggered some memories from 
readers, including the following…. 
 
Dr Perry McIntyre remembered wearing a dress from 
The Misses Bonney for her first communion.  The photo 
was taken about 1958 at Loretto, Kirribilli. 
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Beresford Bluett’s family has been established in the 
Georges Heights area since 1910.  He has memories of 
the 1940’s to mid 1960’s, when the four business 
locations at the intersection of Raglan and Military Roads 
were Grubbs greengrocer and Pistolas butchery on the 
n/e and n/w corners respectively and Moran & Cato and 
Jewkes Pharmacy on s/w and s/e.  Between Jewkes and 
the Austin/Morris motor garage at the top of Prince 
Albert Street there was, however, an upmarket childrens 
wear shop (perhaps The Misses Bonney).  
As a family of two boys it was a retailer of not great 
interest but his most frequented store at the time was run 
by Mr Davis, the hardware retailer [adjacent to Grubbs] 
‘from whom we obtained vital cast iron billycart wheels 
and the appropriate matching axles’. 
 
BECKY SHARP 
another Mosman pioneer 
remembered by Virginia Bloore (nee Mack) 
 
My sister and I remember our early childhood in the 
1950’s growing up in Mosman.  Our mother, Dorothy 
Mack, returned to Sydney after WW2 after working with 
the Australian and British war effort in London and 
Cairo. She could not settle down to being a housewife 
and decided to open a small baby wear boutique in one of 
the newly built shops at Parriwi Junction on Spit Road, 
calling it The Silver Thimble.  It was an instant success; 
the clothes were hand made and embroidered, appealing 
to the well-heeled ladies of Mosman.   
 
By the late 1950’s Dorothy moved on to bigger things 
and set up a clothing factory above the shops in Neutral 
Bay to manufacture children’s wear under the label of 
Becky Sharp.  At the time, migrant women were looking 
for jobs and she employed many of them as machinists, 
cutters and pattern makers.  Becky Sharp children’s wear 
was sold to exclusive shops, among them, The Misses 
Bonney, David Jones and Georges in Melbourne. 
  
During the early 1960’s very little clothing was being 
imported so there was a demand for beautifully made 
Australian children’s clothing.  Dorothy had the franchise 
for Viyella in Australia so was able to produce exquisite 
little girl’s dresses in Viyella and Liberty Lawn. 
  
Unfortunately, business slowed after quotas were lifted 
and cheaper copies started coming in from China.  It was  
hard to compete, so finally the Becky Sharp label closed.  
However, my sister and I were now in our teens and 
Dorothy noticed that there was a gap in the market for 
teenage fashion for girls.  In the mid 1960’s she opened 
one of the first teenage boutiques in Sydney at Neutral 
Bay and commenced manufacturing the latest fashions 
for young women, under the brand name Peppers. 
  
During the 1970’s, Dorothy expanded her clothing 
‘empire’, opening up more shops and also manufacturing 
bridal-wear under the name of Peppers.  She continued in 
retail until aged 80. Three generations later, Peppers 
continues as Peppers Formal Wear Cremorne.  
  

In 1960s while my sister and I attended Queenwood, 
Dorothy approached Violet Medway, the headmistress, to 
suggest that the school uniform could be improved.  Miss 
Medway agreed and gave Dorothy the go ahead to design 
a new summer uniform which was worn by Queenwood 
students for many years until being superseded by the 
current uniform.  Lady bowlers of Warringah Bowling 
Club also benefited when Dorothy joined.  She didn’t 
like the dreary white uniforms and was instrumental in 
introducing a more up-to-date white outfit in line with 
the modern times. 
 
The Mack family connection with Mosman began in 1882 and 
includes authors Nancy Phelan and Louise Mack (also the world’s 
first female war correspondent in WW1). 
 
Infectious disease testing – carrots or sticks 
TUBERCULOSIS X-RAY ‘CARAVANS’   
 
When	author	George	Johnson,	one	of	Mosman’s	most	
famous	 residents,	 died	 at	 age	 58	 on	 22	 July	 1970,	 it	
was	 from	 the	 effects	 of	 tuberculosis.	 	 For	 about	 20	
years	mobile	TB	X-ray	caravans	were	a	familiar	sight	
on	street	corners	and	all	adult	citizens	were	required	
to	 submit	 to	 a	 lung	 X-ray	 to	 detect	 abnormalities,	
which	might	indicate	the	presence	of	the	disease.		
	
Tuberculosis	had	been	feared	for	at	least	3	millennia.		
As	‘consumption’	it	featured	in	the	operatic	deaths	of	
Mimi	and	Violetta	but	in	practice	it	was	not	romantic.		
In	 1910	 it	 was	 the	 second	 highest	 cause	 of	 death	 in	
NSW.	 	 The	 Anti-Tuberculosis	 Association	 of	 New	
South	 Wales	 was	 founded	 in	 1911	 by	 a	 group	 of	
influential	 concerned	 citizens	 to	 grapple	 with	 the	
misery	 caused	 by	 tuberculosis	 amongst	 the	
impoverished	 residents	 of	 Sydney	 who	 could	 not	
afford	 private	 treatment.	 	 They	 established	 a	 Chest	
Clinic	in	Surry	Hills	to	deliver	treatment	at	low	cost.	 
 
At the end of WWII the association had the idea of 
developing a mobile testing facility, which could deliver 
X-ray diagnostic services to different areas.  Fundraising 
appeals organised by community groups in the Southern 
Tablelands yielded sufficient funds to translate that idea 
into reality. A standard Sydney single-deck bus was 
acquired, and fitted out with space for a physician’s 
consulting room, a photographic darkroom, and storage 
for the delicate X-ray equipment in transit.  On arrival at 
a selected location, the X-ray apparatus had to be 
removed from the bus, assembled indoors and connected 
to an electricity supply. 
  
The first visit by the new mobile unit was to Goulburn in 
1947, where over five thousand examinations were 
carried out. Participation was voluntary, with a fee of 
five shillings charged to individuals, or ten shillings for a 
family group. Patients were required to partially undress, 
stripping to the waist. Because of this, separate sessions 
for men and women were held each day.  
  
In	 1948,	 Ben	 Chifley’s	 government	 passed	 the	
Commonwealth	Tuberculosis	Act	and	the	subsequent	
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Tuberculosis	 Agreements.	 Under	 them,	 the	
Commonwealth	 Government	 would	 meet	 all	
additional	 capital	 and	 operational	 costs	 incurred	 in	
tuberculosis	 control	 by	 the	 States,	 on	 condition	 that	
the	 services	 were	 provided	 to	 the	 public	 without	
charge.	 	 They	 included	 an	 adequate	 pension	 payable	
to	 tuberculosis	patients	while	 they	were	 infective,	 to	
ensure	that	they	followed	the	prescribed	therapy.		
   
New South Wales initially was wary about becoming 
involved, but eventually signed the Agreement in 
November 1949.  Eighteen-foot caravans were acquired, 
which could be parked in front of a prominent public 
building such as a railway station or town hall. They 
were furnished with compact 70mm camera X-ray 
apparatus, which allowed patients to remain fully clothed 
so there was no need to schedule separate sessions for 
women and men.  To cope with the enormous demand 
for chest X-rays generated by the mass screening 
campaign, the mobile units began working a twelve-hour 
day, 9.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. from Monday to Friday, and 
sometimes on Saturdays.  Those tested were notified of 
the results within 3 weeks, usually by postal card.  
  

	
	
In	 1956,	 the	 NSW	 State	 Government	 yielded	 to	
Commonwealth	pressure	to	make	X-rays	compulsory,	
and	 imposed	a	 fine	of	£20	 for	 failing	 to	attend	when	
the	mobile	X-ray	units	visited	a	proclaimed	district.		A	
further	 penalty	 of	 £2	 a	 day	 could	 be	 incurred	 for	
every	day	that	elapsed	before	the	defaulter	presented	
for	an	X-ray.		A	few	show	trials	took	place	to	convince	
the	populace	that	the	government	was	serious.	
	

	
	

Infection	 numbers	 gradually	 fell.	 	 Rationalisation	 of	
the	economic	costs	of	the	scheme	began	in	1971	with	
the	 interval	 between	 surveys	 increased	 from	 2-3	
years	 to	 5	 years	 and	 age	 for	 compulsory	 screening	
from	 21	 to	 25.	 	 In	 1977	 the	 Anti-Tuberculosis	
Association	 published	 the	 actual	 costs	 incurred	 in	
producing	 each	 diagnostic	 film	 image	 –	 80	 cents	 in	
metropolitan	 areas	 and	 $1.64	 in	 the	 regions.	 That	
year	 about	 a	 quarter	million	 tests	 identified	 only	 55	
cases,	costing	about	$5000	per	case.	
	
Unsurprisingly,	 the	 Commonwealth	 Government	 led	
by	Malcolm	Fraser	decided	to	act	upon	the	economics	
of	 the	 program	 and	 revoked	 the	 Tuberculosis	
Agreement	with	the	States,	taking	effect	from	the	end	
of	1976.		
 
Reference.  Dr Peter Tyler, ‘The Celluloid Strip – Mass Screening for 
Tuberculosis in NSW 1950-1975’, Journal & Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of NSW, V.136, 2003, pp.29-43. 
 
Local  Studies at BARRY O’KEEFE LIBRARY 
 
During the COVID lockdowns, Local Studies librarians 
are working from home and functions/exhibitions are 
online at https://www.facebook.com/mosmanlibrary/ 
  
August:  Celebrate Australian Family History:   
a Monday weekly Facebook posting celebrating the story 
of five local families, including a potted history, a link to 
the oral history interview and historic photographs from 
the Local Studies Collection.  Posted 2,9,16,23 August.  
 
From the Bay to Balaklava: a pictorial look at the 
changes in Mosman Bay since 1832. This is a History 
Week exhibition on view 4-12 September. 
 
Three Festival of Mosman events 15-24 October……… 
       From the Bottom Drawer:  each day during the 
festival, people will be able to post a personal item that 
tells their Mosman story, on the library Facebook page.  
Local studies staff will also each select and post an object 
and story from the library’s collection or their personal 
one, to tell their favourite story. 
       Objects Tell Tall Tales: the Mosman Local Studies 
Collection holds many objects that tell a story.  In this 
session Donna Braye, Local Studies Librarian will share 
some of these stories. 19 October in the library.  
Bookings/information  https://events.mosman.nsw.gov.au 
       Researching the history of a Mosman property: 
an introduction to the historic resources on TRACE: 
Mosman Digital Archive.  Access to the collection’s 
numerous images can assist in uncovering the history of 
a house. 20 October in the library.    Bookings as above.            
  
TRACE: the Mosman Digital Pictorial Archive 
http://images.mosman.nsw.gov.au/localstudies/categories
is now accessible to a world-wide audience as the 
holdings are now listed on the National Library of 
Australia's online resource TROVE.  
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PARRIWI PARK  
 
 
Access to Parriwi Park overlooking The Spit is 
primarily by foot with only occasional vehicular 
access required via a small track which is secured by 
a padlocked gate at the end of Upper Spit Road.  A 
Guide Hall and a Scout Hall (“Freeston Hall”) share 
this access point.  The Park is bounded by Spit Road 
and Parriwi Road, with very limited access from 
those roads.  It is Crown Land, under the 
management of Mosman Council. 
 
Parriwi Park is now “recognised as one of the best 
examples of urban bushland in Mosman”.1  It is 
listed as a landscape heritage item with local 
significance: 
 

Parriwi Park is a relatively intact area of 
dry sclerophyl woodland and which samples 
the major plant community-type woodland 
which would have dominated Mosman’s 
slopes and ridges prior to white settlement.  
The park has considerable nature 
conservation values, provides several scenic 
vantage points, and offers opportunities for 
passive recreation, nature study, painting 
and photography.2 

 
However, it was not always valued for its natural 
attributes.  The original bushland was severely 
degraded over many years and it is only in relatively 
recent times that it has been sympathetically 
maintained and regenerated.   
 
In 1941 the Parriwi and The Spit Progress 
Association was formed to “foster the improvement 
and development” of the area.3  At that time 
“development” of bushland meant clearing out the 
natural undergrowth to make it more like English 
parkland.   
 
After meeting for many years at Cullen Cottage (14 
Bond Street) the 1st Mosman Guides lost the use of 
this building in 1946, and after extensive 
fundraising, built their hall in Parriwi Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
																																																								
1	Mosman	Daily,	6	March	2003,	Letter	from	Viv	May,	
General	Manager,	Mosman	Council.	
2	Godden	Mackay	Pty	Ltd,	Mosman	Heritage	Review,	1996.	
3	The	Daily,	6	December	1941.	

 
 

 
 
The 4th Mosman Scouts opened their Parriwi Park 
clubroom, a transported army hut, in November 
1949, some 18 years after the formation of the 
troop.4   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ceremony at the 4th Mosman Scout Hall (date 
unknown). 
 
(Source – Scouts Memorabilia Centre) 
 
The scout hall in Parriwi Park is now known as 
“Freeston Hall”. Peter Brendon Freeston (31 July 
1932 – 10 October 2003) was a scouting volunteer 
for more than 40 years.  Originally with the 2nd 
Mosman Scouts, he was later instrumental in 
developing the 4th Mosman group at Parriwi Park.  
Known as “Skip” he funded improvements to the 
site by running weekly bottle drives – he set up long 
tables along the only Spit Road tar belt and locals 
would come along on Saturday and deliver bottles 
which they had collected for the scouts.  The scouts 
manned the tables with big buckets of hot soapy 
water and washed the bottles ready for sale.  In 1976 
Peter moved to 5th Mosman Scouts to set up the 
Mosman Rover Crew. 

																																																								
4	Patrick	Dougheney,	retired	4th	Mosman	Scout	Leader,	
2005.	
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Although the scouting movement played a large role 
in his life, Peter had other community interests as 
well.  In July 1985 The Toyota franchise was 
acquired from McIntosh of Mosman in Military 
Road.  At this time substantial renovation works 
were carried out on the site, including landscaping 
works.  The company's site beautification program 
continued and in 1987 Peter Freeston became the 
Maintenance Handyman and Gardener.  Many 
Mosman locals will remember the outstanding 
garden displays he created during his 13 years with 
the company. Peter Freeston and Hal Spiegal were 
the founding members of the Mosman Lions Club 
and Peter was responsible for the annual Christmas 
Stocking Raffle. 
  
“Freeston Hall” was named in Peter Freeston’s 
honour – he was a true Mosman identity.5 
 
In 1950, the year after the scouts moved into their 
hall, a Mayoral Minute noted that during a period of 
acute labour shortage, the 4th Mosman Scouts, 
Rovers and fathers of the scouts cleared the 
undergrowth of the Park.  The “dead plants and 
rubbish” were burnt on the site.6 
 
In 1962 the Mosman RSL Club applied to Mosman 
Council to build a bowling clubhouse and greens in 
the Park.  The club argued that apart from the two 
scout halls (sic) the site was “virgin scrub”, and was 
therefore eminently suitable for their needs, leaving 
a considerable area for public use.  The Council 
passed a motion: 
 

That the Mosman Returned Servicemen’s 
Club be informed that Parriwi Park is 
considered unsuitable for the establishment 
of bowling greens and further that, as 
Parriwi Park is one of the outstanding 
lookouts in the municipality, it should be 
retained as a public reserve.7 

 
Notwithstanding the community resolve to retain 
Parriwi Park as a reserve, “clearing the scrub” and 
“improving the park” were still high priorities.  As 
part of a 1963 Mosman Council plan to make the 
Park more accessible, a team of Apexians was 
entrusted with the task of clearing the “little-known 
bushland reserve overlooking The Spit”.8  Mosman 
Council paid for all the improvements.  There was 
also a suggestion that a road should be constructed 

																																																								
5	Information	about	Peter	Freeston	provided	by	Colleen	
Godsell.	
6	The	Daily,	21	June	1950.	
7	The	Daily,	14	June	1962,	p1.	
8	The	Daily,	5	July	1963,	p1.	

into the Park.  However, this proposal was discarded 
in favour of improvements to the walking tracks, 
“clearing away some of the heavy undergrowth” and 
installing seats for the convenience of visitors.  The 
Apex Club spent a “great number of backbreaking 
hours clearing the dense undergrowth” and cleared 
the areas around the lookouts.  Picnic areas were 
opened up, pathways were widened and graded, and 
railings were built around the lookouts.  Not only 
were the slopes leading down to the clifftops 
cleared, but buffalo grass was planted to replace the 
native grasses.  This work was described as 
“developing a natural park”. 
 
Not all of the local residents supported the clearing 
of the Park.  They preferred that the area be left in 
its natural state as a bush reserve.  It was feared that 
local flora would be lost and a reduction in bird life 
had already been noted in the Park.  The rock 
wallabies living in the reserve were under threat, and 
one was found dead at the Spit end of the Park.   A 
flora and fauna protection society was suggested, 
and it was noted that the clearing of the park had 
been done without any consultation with The Flora 
and Fauna Protection Panel set up by the Chief 
Secretary’s Department. 
 
By 1978 Mosman Council was so concerned about 
the condition of its reserves, including Parriwi Park, 
that it contracted the National Trust to carry out a 
survey.9  On the basis of the Trust’s report, a 
program of bush regeneration was to commence.  
The Trust remarked that “it was quite clear that past 
practices were unproductive”. 
 
Since then, Mosman Council has reduced the 
number of walking trails and manages an ongoing 
bush regeneration program, including activities such 
as hazard reduction burning (to reduce fuel loads 
and to assist regeneration).10  The Scouts are 
currently providing volunteer bushcare labour for 
the area around their Hall. 
 
 
 
 

																																																								
9	The	Daily,	26	July	1978,	p2.	
10	Viv	May,	Mosman	Daily,	6	March	2003.	


