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MOSMAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER  -  April 2021 
 
NEXT SPEAKER MEETING   
Wednesday 12th May, 7pm IN THE LIBRARY! 
 
Our speaker for the March meeting (on Zoom) was  John 
Lanser, who gave a fascinating talk about the wreck of 
the Dunbar, the passengers and the cargo.  For a Mosman 
connection see Page 4. 
 
For the May meeting we are welcoming a local student 
who won a competition for her research.  Margarita 
Dowd will talk about local WWI soldier David Anderson 
and share her video of the prize - a trip to the Western 
Front. We are delighted to announce that meetings in the 
Library are now allowed, with a limit of 30 attendees.  
Please advise David Carment on 0418 857 182 or 
dcarment@bigpond.net.au by 8 May if you would like to 
attend. 

See attached flyer. 
 
George Mosman Ledgers 
 
Our Committee member Debbie Higginson is the great 
great granddaughter of George Mosman, Archibald 
Mosman’s twin brother.  She recently formally handed 
over George Mosman’s Ledgers to the State Library of 
NSW.  These books, from his property “Burrowel” near 
Seaham, are 182 years old.  They have been handed 
down from George, to Irvine Burnett Mosman, and for 
decades the custodian has been Irvine’s son John Burnett 
Mosman.  At 95 years old, John was unable to travel to 
Sydney, therefore Debbie donated the books on behalf of 
the family.  The Library was most appreciative and stated 
that: 
 
“The journals are significant as a historical record of the 
agricultural activities, economics, environmental 
conditions and use of convict labour in the early 
European settlement of the Hunter region, and for their 
connection to a prominent and well known family in the 
history of New South Wales. The collection will be of 
high research value to the Library’s users.” 
 
 
Your Committee Needs You 
 
We currently have 12 committee members, with roles 
from President, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, 
Speaker Coordinator and Website manager to less formal 
roles such as buying biscuits for supper and cooking 
sausages at the History and Snags walks.  Many of us 
have been in various roles for many years and would love 

to step back to make room for some new people to bring 
fresh ideas and skills to the Society.   
 
Please contact our President Noela Gill on 0419 800 
883 if you or your friends are interested in joining the 
MHS committee.   
 
Local Studies at BARRY O’KEEFE LIBRARY 
 
Stand Up Step Out:  
Mosman’s legendary community groups. This is an on-
line exhibition looking at the variety of local societies 
and clubs established in Mosman since 1890.  This is the 
library’s contribution to the 2021 National Trust Heritage 
Festival and will be online fb.com/mosmanlibrary  from 
19th April to 19th May 2021. 
  
Stand Up Step Out:  
Putting the commune back into community. Three 
Mosman community groups will present their stories live 
on Facebook 11 May from 7pm. 
fb.com/mosmanlibrary      
  
Mosman Faces: The latest addition to the Mosman Faces 
filmed local history called “Mosman Olympic Families” 
will go online from 27 April 2021.  View 
on  http://mosmanfaces.net/  
  
The Mosman Mail 
 
Who is this Page 1 beauty from 13 June 1903?  All we 
know is that “she loves Mosman”! 
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Headland Park update 
 
Community consultation on the Project Direction 
for the 10 Terminal and Parklands Precinct is now 
complete, and a new Vision Statement has been 
prepared by the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust: 
 
The 10 Terminal and Parklands Precinct will 
be an anchor for Middle Head and a focal 
point that shares the multi-layered history of 
the headland. 
 
To achieve this, the Trust has six strategies: 
 
 Share the unique stories; 
 Bring to life the complex of brick buildings; 
 Deliver a seamless visitor experience; 
 Create a new parkland; 
 Establish a visitor meeting place and 

interpretation node; and 
 Target domestic visitors. 
 
For more information see: 
 
www.harbourtrust.gov.au 
 

Fun Facts from Trace 
 
Have you used the Mosman Local Studies online 
images resource called Trace?  Here you can find 
all sorts of old treasures without leaving home – 
photos, council minutes, house valuations, 
documents etc. Here is a fun fact about Pearl Bay 
from the Recollections of Alfred Norman, after he 
had been living in Mosman for 47 years. 
 
A Directory shows that a Mrs Fisher was a 
resident there in 1873.  A British Man-of-War – 
HMS “Pearl” was on the Australian Station at the 
same time – 1873 to 1875.  The names of many 
streets commemorate such vessels, Calypso – 
Medusa – Euryalus – Orpheus – Archer – 
Calliope – Orlando.  It seems highly probable, 
therefore, that a war-ship, not as popularly 
supposed, a gem, - inspired Pearl Bay and its 
Avenue. 
 
Trace images can be found here: 
 
http://images.mosman.nsw.gov.au/localstudies/#/c
ategories 
 

 

A Jigsaw Puzzle for Mosman – Then and Now 
 
Mosman Rotary has produced a 1,000 piece, 
double sided puzzle, with contemporary images of 
Mosman in the 2020s on one side and the reverse 
side puzzle showing images from the 1890s (see 
picture). 
 
The puzzles will be available for sale at the 
meeting on 12 May.  Cost $50 – cash only. 
 
The funds raised by this project will go towards 
Mosman Rotary’s 2021 community goals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Plaques in Mosman – The Parmentier Bench 
 
As you walk around Mosman, you will notice many plaques, some commemorating events and well known 
people, some on buildings and some with unfamiliar names.  The Society has been collecting information 
about many of these plaques, and in the first of several occasional articles in the newsletter, committee 
member Perry McIntyre shares the story of the Parmentier Bench.  The plaque on the bench has the 
inscription: 

 
In loving memory of 

Jane Parmentier “Memee” 
A place of great personal joy 

1929-2015 
 
Ursula Jane Parmentier née Rhodes, always known as Jane, died aged 85 on 19 February 2015 at her home 
in Mosman. She had married Paul August Parmentier and they had six children. She was the cherished 
grandmother, known as “Memee”, to her 19 grandchildren at the time of her death.  
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Paul’s father, George Victor Parmentier, emigrated from his birthplace of Mauscron in Belgium in 1913 as 
one of several families from France and Belgium who were merchants and wool buyers and settled in 
Mosman from early in the 1900s. George Victor Parmentier married Adele Boggio in Sydney in 1919 and 
they had three children: Yvonne Adele born in 1919, Gervais Charley, known as George born in 1920 and 
Paul August born 1928. These families were very involved in the wool trade and strongly retained their 
French heritage. 
 
When the French wool merchant Charles Boggio returned to France in 1924, his house “Pozieres” at 182 
Raglan Street passed to his daughter Adele and her woolbroker husband George Parmentier.  In 1938 the 
Parmentiers commissioned the architect Adrian Ashton to design a new house in the modern “ocean liner” 
style.  The new two storey house, named “Beau Sejour”, featured a large foyer and circular stairwell 
decorated with statues and other artworks, with a grand semi-circular marble staircase leading to the upper 
level. The adjacent lounge, dining, smoking and sun rooms were surrounded outside by flagstone paths and a 
terrace with built-in flower boxes. A separate service area on the ground floor included the kitchen, laundry, 
delivery entrance, storage rooms and a small, self-contained flat for a maid. The basement below the maid’s 
quarters contained a tool room, a fuel stove for heating, and a cellar with a meat safe. The garage and rear 
entrance faced Shadforth Street at the back of the property. 
 

 
(Marc Parmentier) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Family members recall mature gardens, lawns 
where family parties were held, and a tennis court. 
Descendants of the Parmentiers lived in “Beau 
Sejour” until the early 1960s. The house was 
demolished in the late 1960s and replaced by a 
block of flats, also named “Beau Sejour”.

The memorial bench on Balmoral commemorates Jane Parmentier. Her daughter, Jacqueline, is pictured here 
enjoying the sunshine and memories with a friend. More about the Parmentier family can be seen on the 
Mosman Local Studies video “Migrants to Mosman” on the YouTube channel. There are more details about 
the Parmentier house on the Society’s Lost Mosman website. 
 

 
(Jane Parmentier, right) 

Migrants to Mosman: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGnCqnnstW4 
 
Lost Mosman article by Phillipa Morris: 
 
https://lostmosman.com//?s=parmentier&search=Go 
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The Wreck of the Dunbar – a Mosman Connection 
 
As mentioned above, John Burnett Mosman is descended from George, Archibald’s twin brother.  John’s 
cousin Debbie Higginson (a Society committee member) has provided John’s notes about his family’s 
experiences with the Dunbar. 

 
 


