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Greetings………  
In September, vexillographer John Vaughn gave a 
presentation on Australian Maritime and Heritage 
Flags.  His lively talk was supplemented by a vast 
number of flags and we learned much about flag 
history and etiquette including the reason why those 
being held aloft for our benefit should not be allowed to 
touch the floor!   
 
NEXT SPEAKER MEETING 
Wednesday 11 November at 7pm  
 
Downstairs at Mosman Library, our speaker will be 
Pam Lofthouse and her subject is Toll Houses in 19th 
Century Sydney.  The tolls were the forerunner of our 
motorway tolls but a farthing toll applied to every 
sheep, pig and goat using the roads.   Toll houses were 
common in Sydney until 1870s but few remain. 
Pam is a long serving MHS committee member who 
now spends half her year in Yorkshire where she has 
been completing her doctoral studies. 
See attached flyer.  
 
This will be the last speaker evening for 2015 so it will 
be followed by the traditional Christmas celebration 
with a glass of wine and Christmas cake etc. 
 
SUMMER EVENING HISTORY WALK with TALK 
MOSMAN BAY - Wednesday 18th November 
 
Don’t miss the next one of these popular events – 
History and snags at Mosman Bay.  No need to 
book, but make sure you register on arrival at 5.30pm 
and receive your voucher for one of John Dansie’s 
sausage sandwiches which he will have cooked and 
ready at the end of the walk  (about an hour). 
See attached flyer. 
 
MOSMAN LIBRARY 
70th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 
In December the library will celebrate its 70th birthday 
and is inviting residents to bring in photographs of a 
birthday party they attended or hosted in Mosman in 
the last 70 years.  Photographs will be copied in the 
library and the originals returned to the owner.  The 
copied images will be on display in a continuous loop 
for the Library’s birthday celebrations and can be 
viewed and enjoyed by visitors to the library.  
Please contact Local Studies Librarian on 9978 4101, 
deadline 29th October. 
 

DEGAUSSING STATION  at  BRADLEYS HEAD 
 
On 23RD October the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service is unveiling an interpretive plaque at this WWII 
site on the eastern harbour shore of Bradleys Head. 
 
Degaussing is the process of decreasing or eliminating 
a magnetic field and was originally applied to check the 
magnetic conditions of all inward bound ships.  
Electronic devices were positioned on the harbour floor 
beneath shipping lanes and as ships passed over, they 
were checked to ensure that the hulls were fully 
protected.  It was initially manned by the US Navy while 
training Australian Navy personnel then eventually 
staffed by 11 WRANS and 3 technical officers.  
  
The station was a two-storey timber camouflage-
painted structure, built over the water’s edge with a 
long jetty to allow boats to come alongside in the 
lowest  tides.  In October 1946 the Commonwealth 
Disposal Commission advertised the building for sale 
and removal.  Today the only visible remains are a 
small oblong brick structure and decayed stumps. 
The ‘Lost Mosman’ website features a detailed article. 
 
82 YEARS OF SYDNEY TRAFFIC LIGHTS 
 
An article by Donna Newton in the RAHS Newsletter 
recalls that on 13th October 1933 the first traffic lights 
in NSW began operating.  They were installed at the 
intersection of Market and Kent Streets, the main 
thoroughfare for a mix of traffic, including heavily laden 
horse-drawn carts travelling between Pyrmont and 
Darling Harbour wharves and the Sydney CBD.   
 
Explanations on their use appeared in the newspapers 
at the time: such as ‘Meaning of coloured lights’  ‘(1) 
Red means stop….’ (SMH 13th October 1933).  They 
were more ornate and less statuesque than those of 
today. The traffic light controller box was ornamental 
and painted silver and the posts were painted in black 
horizontal stripes. Four posts, each carrying the sets of  
lights, were erected at street corners and broken "stop" 
lines were painted in yellow on the roadway. 
 
The first lights in Australia were established at 
Melbourne’s Collins Street in 1928 and the world's first 
in Ohio, USA 1914.  Outside Sydney the first sets were 
at Tudor and Beaumont Streets, Hamilton in Newcastle 
in 1940.  In Mosman  it was Military Road near Cardinal 
Street in 1960 (Gavin Souter, ‘Mosman’  p.350). 



MOSMAN’S DREAM HOME 

 

 

 

In 1941, during World War II, the Australian Women’s 
Weekly decided to donate to the Red Cross Special 
Appeals Auxiliary a fully furnished home, to be raffled 
in a fund-raising art union. They aimed to raise over 
£30,000 as a substantial donation to the Red Cross, 
and also to cover the cost of building the home. The 
lucky winner would be the owner of a brand new 
house, and the plans were to be made freely available 
to any other interested home builders.  

 Mr L.J. Hooker chose the site – on the corner of Spit 
Road and Ida Avenue at Beauty Point, overlooking the 
Spit Bridge and with commanding views of Middle 
Harbour. The honorary architect was T.M. Scott, and 
builders Kell and Rigby gave their services on a non-
profit basis. The garden was designed by well known 
home gardener Reg Edwards, and the interior design 
and furnishing was overseen by a committee 
comprising Women’s Weekly editors, Red Cross 
officials and the president of the Housewives’ 
Association. The most modern features of “scientific 
home planning” and household labour saving devices 
would be employed, as favoured by such institutions as 
the “Ladies’ Home Journal”, with all modern 
conveniences included.  

“The Dream Home, including the land, house, planted 
garden, furnishings, cutlery, linen, full kitchen 
equipment, and even the rates and taxes, will be worth 
between £4,000 and £5,000” wrote the Weekly on 23rd 
August 1941. Refrigeration, hot water and a garage 
were included, and even provisions for the new owners’ 
first meal at the home would be in the fridge. 

Tickets went on sale in Sydney on 1st January, 1942, at 
1 shilling each, with the art union proving so popular 
that over 100,000 tickets were eventually sold. Building 
began in September 1941 and the plans and sketches 
published to encourage sales. Many members of the 
public visited the site to watch the progress of the 
Dream Home, providing a welcome diversion from the 
war. A picture in the Women’s Weekly showed a two 
storey house painted white, with a green roof and 
yellow shutters. The front door was painted red. The 
house was designed to make the most of the aspect 
and the sunlight, with verandas at back and front, and 
“a view from every room”.  A circular staircase led from 
the ground floor living area to the bathroom, three 
bedrooms and sleep-out upstairs.  

The Women’s Weekly of May 23rd, 1942, announced 
that the house was finished, and furnished to the last 
detail, ready for the draw on 26th May at Sydney Town 
Hall. The Town Hall was packed, with hundreds more 
outside, when a small boy, chosen from the audience, 
drew the winning ticket which belonged to Mrs M. 
Bartlett of East Sydney. The presentation of a cheque 
for £50,000, raised by the art union, was also made to 
the Red Cross, to assist in providing essentials to 
prisoners of war. 

When Mrs Bartlett visited her new house, accompanied 
by her daughter, son and granddaughter, she said she 
felt like a child with a new toy. She was particularly 
impressed with the kitchen, with its numerous well-
stocked cupboards, electric stove, dishwasher, and 
washing machine in the adjoining laundry. After a tour 
of the house she decided it was luxurious but practical 
– “the home and everything in it are perfect”.  

Nonetheless, Mrs Bartlett, a widow, eventually decided 
not to keep her prize. Three of her children lived 
overseas, and her daughter in Sydney had a new home 
herself, so she would be living alone in this large house 
in Mosman. She sold the property a few months later 
for £3,500 to an accountant, Arthur Bridges, and 
remained in her home in East Sydney. 

The Dream Home still stands, not much changed, 
above the Spit bends, at number 230 Spit Road. 

Compiled by P. Morris, from articles in the Australian Women’s 
Weekly and Sydney Morning Herald, on Trove. 


