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MOSMAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER  -  June 2022 

The Society’s meetings are held on the second Wednesday in March, May, July, September & November 

 

We look forward to seeing you at our next Speaker 

evening on Wednesday, 13th July and afterwards at 

our social gathering for tea/coffee, biscuits & a chat. 
 

Welcome to new MHS members…. 

Warren Batten  Brad King 

Janis Harrison  Lyn Tanner 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Wednesday, 13th July, 7pm 

Speaker:  Colonel John C Platt CSC to talk about  

                 “Preserving our Military History” 

                   (Charles Ulm & Douglas Marks) 

(Details in the attached flyer) 

Wednesday, 14th September, 7pm 

Speaker:  Christine Stewart to talk about  

       “Collits’ Inn: Uncovering the Past” 

Meetings are held at Mosman Library 
605 Military Road, Mosman NSW 

COVID ATTENDANCE LIMITS MAY APPLY 

If you wish to attend, please contact David by the 

Monday prior  at  davidcarment@mac.com 

or  0418 857 182   (email preferred) 
 

OUR LAST MEETING 

Speaker Presentation on 11th May: 

Margaret Cameron-Ash spoke about the research 

for her book: Beating France to Botany Bay: The 

Race to Found Australia. 

Margaret Cameron-Ash, a former lawyer, has written 

extensively on Australia’s role in European politics since 

1788 during the Age of Revolutions. 

“Beating France to Botany Bay…” tells of France’s 

pursuit of a Pacific empire, in competition with Britain.  

The contestants finally met in Botany Bay, with the French 

arriving just five days too late, after the arrival of the First 

Fleet transporting convicts to found the new penal colony. 
   

THANK YOU TO ANNE FERNANDEZ 

After many years on the MHS committee, Anne 

Fernandez, will be stepping down from her role as 

Secretary and from the committee from the end of 

June, with our sincere thanks for her many years of 

loyal service and attention to detail.  She has our best 

wishes for her retirement with her family. 
 
 

MOSMAN HISTORY – A PLANNED BOOK 

The MHS committee has considered a proposal to 

publish a book of the research and feature articles 

published by MHS from 2013 to 2022.  This book is 

proposed in memory of Phillipa Morris, a long-time 

member who died in December 2021.  Phillipa was a 

most prolific researcher, publishing 37 feature 

articles in the MHS newsletters since 2013, and on 

the LostMosman website (2014 to 2018).  

Application to the RAHS for a NSW Cultural Grant 

is proposed to help cover the cost of publication. 

It is expected that the book will be published later this 

year, and hopefully available for purchase by MHS 

members and friends in time for Christmas. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO OUR PATRON 

On 26 May, our President, Debbie Higginson arranged for 

the newest committee members, Margaret Szalay and 

Stephen Palmer, to meet our patron, Gavin Souter, at his 

home – a wonderful experience with great conversation, 

enjoyed by all over a cup of tea/coffee. 
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Members are encouraged to invite a friend or 

neighbour to join MHS each year to grow our 

membership to learn more about & cherish our 

heritage. 
 

Local Studies at BARRY O’KEEFE LIBRARY 

(see  https://events.mosman.nsw.gov.au/)  

Local Studies events – July and August 2022. 

A Sydney Impressionist in Mosman: The Art of 

A.H Fullwood by Dr Gary Wersky 

Following the success of his book on Fullwood 

cultural historian, Dr Wersky will present an 

insightful talk on the art and life of Fullwood 

examining the reasons he was hailed as a pioneer of 

Australian art with reference to his Mosman 

connections. 

Wednesday 27 July 2022 7.00pm -8.00pm 

The Light That Never Shone by Chris Borough 

Chris Borough, will talk about this book and the 

intriguing story of the mysterious Star Amphitheatre 

at Balmoral Beach built in 1924 but never used for 

the purpose for which it was designed. 

3 August 2022 - 7.00–8.30pm. Books will be 

available for purchase. 

Red Herrings for Breakfast by Annabet Ousback.  

This book was one of Mosman Library's most popular 

reads in recent years, in the book Ousback shares 

her  recollections of growing up, with her brother 

Anders, in the Boathouse at Balmoral in the 1950s. 

Join Annabet in conversation with friend and author, 

Mary Moody as they candidly talk about growing up 

in idyllic surrounds while facing the harshness of 

family life. 

10 August 2022 11.00am to midday 

Residences to Reserve: The history of the four 

residences that once existed on the parkland at 

Chinamans Beach  A fascinating talk by Sue Hume 

who will share family history and memories of 

growing up in this unique environment once home to 

the McLean and Armitage families since the 1830s. 

22 August 2022 7.00-8.30pm. 

All events are free. Bookings essential 

https://events.mosman.nsw.gov.au/events 

Exhibition 

Allan Allman Gamble 1907 – 2001: a tribute 

exhibition   Gamble was responsible for the 

establishment of the Mosman Art Prize in 1947. He 

was an alderman on Mosman Council, an architect 

and an artist and his contribution to the Sydney Art 

Scene is celebrated in this exhibition.  

On view Barry O’Keefe Library, 18 – 31 July 2022 
 

 

PROTECTING MOSMAN’S CHARACTER 

Two important changes to Mosman’s planning 

framework were legislated in May 2022.  The first 

change was to Mosman Local Environmental Plan 

(MLEP) and saw the rezoning of around 2,400 

properties in the Mosman Scenic Protection Area 

from Zone R2 Low Density Residential to C4 

Environmental Living.  The rezoning is the outcome 

of years of campaigning by Council to protect this 

significant area from uncontrolled development 

being undertaken without Council approval through 

the NSW Government’s Housing Code. 

The provisions of the Housing Code permit private 

certifiers to approve developments, including new 

two storey houses, without an assessment of 

overshadowing, public or private view loss, loss of 

privacy, visual impact of the development, or any 

submissions from neighbours.  The C4 zone is used 

extensively throughout Sydney, particularly in scenic 

areas adjoining the harbour, and will ensure that 

Council can continue to maintain the high quality 

visual amenity that makes Mosman unique. 

The second change saw an amendment made to State 

Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and 

Complying Development Codes) 2008 (the Codes 

SEPP) to provide an additional 18 months temporary 

exclusion of Mosman’s Scenic Protection Area under 

the Code. 

As such, all land within the Mosman Scenic 

Protection Area will, regardless of land zoning, 

continue to be excluded from the Housing Code and 

Low Rise Housing Diversity Code of the Codes SEPP 

until 30 November 2023.  Although the newly 

rezoned C4 Environmental Living zoned land within 

the Scenic Protection Area is already protected from 

these codes, the extension will ensure that all R3 

Medium Density Residential zoned land in the area 

continues to be excluded. 

More information is available on the Mosman 

Council website. 
 

 

FEATURE ARTICLES:  Mosman Reservoir & 

Bridlewood Gardens and Reservoir Park 

The feature articles this month are by Pam Lofthouse 

on Mosman’s early water supply from Mosman 

Reservoir and the later development of Bridlewood 

Gardens and Reservoir Park behind Boronia. 

Overleaf … 
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MOSMAN RESERVOIR and 

BRIDLEWOOD GARDENS & RESERVOIR PARK 

by Pam Lofthouse 

The innovative Upper Nepean Scheme was Sydney's fourth source of water supply.  Completed in 1888, the 

scheme diverted water from the Cataract, Cordeaux, Avon and Nepean rivers to Prospect Reservoir via 64 

kilometres of tunnels, canals and aqueducts known collectively as the Upper Canal.1  From there the water 

went via the Lower Canal to Pipe Head at Guildford, then by 72-inch (1800mm) pipeline to a large service 

reservoir at Potts Hill from where the water flowed through pipelines to the Crown Street and Paddington 

Reservoirs. 

Until 1888 the only water supply delivered north of the harbour was to the lower areas of North Sydney, via a 

submarine main from Dawes Point to Milsons Point, taking water by gravitation from Paddington Reservoir.  

When the Board of Water Supply and Sewerage2 took over responsibility for water supplies from the Sydney 

City Council in 1888 a pumping station was erected in North Sydney and two storage tanks were built in the 

grounds of St Thomas Church3.   This provided gravity-fed water to the other areas of the Lower North Shore, 

including parts of Mosman.4 

The North Shore railway line opened in 1890 from Hornsby to St Leonards and was extended to the original 

Milson Point station (the current Luna Park site) in 1893.  The resulting increase in the population of the North 

Shore meant that a new water supply scheme was required.  In its 1889 Annual Report the Board noted that 

“the pumps and boiler at the North Shore works are satisfactory, but demands have increased to the extent that 

it is necessary to pump every day”. 

In December 1891 the Ryde Pumping Station was commissioned as part of the new North Shore Water Supply.  

This station was supplied with water from Potts Hill and water was then pumped to reservoirs at Ryde Hill 

and to two large reservoirs in Chatswood, all of which had been completed in 1891 as part of the scheme.  

After the Ryde Pumping Station was commissioned, the earlier North Sydney pumping station was dismantled, 

and the two tanks in the churchyard were removed (and later relocated to Wahroonga). 

The water which was pumped to the Chatswood reservoirs initially serviced the suburbs of North Sydney and 

Willoughby with gravity-fed water.  Lane Cove and Mosman were then added to the gravity-fed system.  After 

a steam-driven pumping station was constructed adjacent to the Chatswood reservoirs in 1895, water was 

pumped to Wahroonga, which then supplied the Upper North Shore.5   

The supply of water from the Chatswood reservoirs was extended to Manly after a concrete and brick reservoir 

was built in Brady Street Mosman in 19046. From there a wrought-iron water tower was supplied at the top of 

Clifton Gardens7 and to supplement the water supply in Manly Dam, a main was installed under Middle 

Harbour, to enable water to be pumped from the Mosman reservoir.    

 
1 Sydney Catchment Authority, History of Sydney's Water Supply System, 2008. 
2 The entity had this name from 1880 -1891 then was the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage 

(1892 to 1923).  From 1924 to 1987 it was the Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Board 

(MWS&DB) then the Sydney Water Board (1987 – 1994) and it is now known as Sydney Water Corporation. 
3 Sydney Water, Chatswood Reservoirs Heritage Listing, 2008. 
4 Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, Annual Report, 1891. 
5 Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, Annual Report, 1900. 
6 Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage, Annual Report, 1904. 
7 Gavin Souter, Mosman: A History, p134. 
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MBWSS, Annual Report, 1904. 

The Brady Estate was subdivided in 1902. The eleven residential lots in Brady Street, backing onto the side 

of Boronia, were purchased by the Metropolitan Board of Water Supply and Sewerage due to the height of the 

area.  The reservoir was built partially underground, 64m long, 22m wide and 6.3m high, and held over 8 

million litres of water.  Two pitched-roof structures on the top were later removed. 

The reservoir was demolished in 1995. An inlet pipe and valve, and some salvaged bricks were relocated into 

the Reservoir Park entry forecourt and were unveiled by the Mayor of Mosman, Virginia Howard, on 29 June 

1996. 

 
The Mosman Reservoir in 1994. 

Otto Cserhalmi & Partners, Boronia & Surrounds, 

Mosman, Conservation Management Plan, Vol 1, 1994, p71.  
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BRIDLEWOOD GARDENS AND RESERVOIR PARK 

In 1986, discussions took place between Mosman Council and MWSDB about relocating the reservoir onto 

the extensive Council land behind Boronia (on the western side of the reservoir), where the Mosman Senior 

Citizens Centre was located.  This was housed in a demountable building adjoining a small bowling green and 

a croquet lawn.  The site also contained disused buildings, and a brick building which was formerly Council’s 

greenhouse.  A plan was drawn up for three five-storey residential/commercial buildings in Brady Street, with 

landscaped open space on top of the relocated reservoir behind Boronia.  This did not proceed due to the 

imminent development of Bridgepoint Shopping Centre.8 

The reservoir was classified by the National Trust in 1992, and added to Sydney Water’s Heritage and 

Conservation Register.  However, by then the Mosman Reservoir was deemed redundant.  With Council 

wishing to make better economic use of the Senior Citizens’ Centre land, and Telecom no longer requiring its 

adjacent two-storey brick Line Depot and communication towers, discussions between Mosman Council and 

Sydney Water recommenced. 

In 1993 Council’s Chief of Planning noted that: 

The site offers considerable potential as a residential development site … residential development is the 

highest and best use for the (consolidated) site … would yield a greater return to all parties concerned.  

Notwithstanding its potential for community services, it is considered that residential development is a more 

appropriate option for this site. 

Mosman residents were strongly opposed to the sale of Council land and noted the lack of open space at Spit 

Junction.  Nevertheless, in 1994 it was concluded that the reservoir was of historical significance only, an 

archival recording was completed, and in June 1995 the consolidated sites were sold to the Mirvac Group, 

with a small area set aside for a community park.  The following year, the plans for Bridlewood Gardens were 

completed, including a landscape plan for Reservoir Park.  The apartments were completed in 1997. 

Pam Lofthouse 

 
 

 
8 Otto Cserhalmi, pp67-69. 

Aerial view of Mosman & 
Spit Junction Town 
Centre with the arrow 
indicating the location of 
Boronia, with Reservoir 
Park, and Bridlewood 
Gardens behind. 
(Mosman Conservation 
Management Plan, 
Volume 1) 
(Google Maps 2008) 


