
2015 Pinot Noir 
Rio Vista Vineyard Clone 2A 

Sta. Rita Hills AVA 

The Rio Vista Vineyard, appropriately named as it overlooks the Santa Ynez River, is 
the eastern gateway to the Sta. Rita Hills appellation. Although slightly warmer during 
the growing season than vineyards further to the west, Rio Vista is also tempered by the 
marine environment of the nearby Pacific Ocean. Rio Vista Clone 2A grapes were 
added to the Flying Goat portfolio in 2004, and the first 2A “clonal” bottling debuted the 
following year. Clone 2A is one of the Wadenswil selection, a group of Pinot Noir clones 
imported from Switzerland in the 1950’s. Many like to use it as a “blender” as it tends to 
add red fruit, spice and nuances like violets and blueberries to a wine, without affecting 
density or tannin structure. With the cool climate of the Sta. Rita Hills, we believe that 
2A can easily stand on its own! The grapes were hand harvested and delivered early in 
the day while still cool and firm. Gently de-stemmed and placed into small open top 
bins, the grapes were made into wine and then placed into French oak barrels. 

Tasting Notes 
Deep medium garnet in color, a beautiful array of fruit, such as black cherry, raspberry 
and boysenberry, with underlying hints of clove and mace, show up on the nose. This 
sassy wine reveals hints of black tea and hibiscus flower on the palate with cola on the 
finish. She is far from a shy wine; she is strutting youthful tannins that will allow her to 
age nicely for 5-8 years. This wine pairs nicely with baby back ribs, smoked chicken with 
mole poblano, carnitas and Cypress Grove Lamb Chopper. 

Details 

Harvested: August 26, 2015   Alcohol: 13.9% by Volume 
Bottled: April 26, 2017   pH:   3.72  
Released: February 10, 2018   TA:       .70 g/100mL 
Clone:  2A     Brix:  23.7 
Production:  74 cases     Retail Price:  $44     
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