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In the earliest days of Christ’s life, Mary was overwhelmed with 
gratitude, uncertainty, and the magnitude of her calling: to 

raise the Son of God. The textures of her early motherhood evoke a 
special stillness. The scratchy wool worn by the shepherds who 

witnessed the new baby; the sweet-smelling hay in the manger; 
the softness of the linens she used to swaddle her newborn; 

and the gently dripping wax of the candles that lit that sacred 
night. Soft earth tones are the foundation for this issue, along 

with layered natural textures.  



Mary, the mother of Jesus is a wonderful example of humility, obedience, and 
strength. She faced many challenges throughout her life, and demonstrated grace 
and level-headedness at every step. As the theme scripture suggests, “Mary kept 
all these things and pondered them in her heart.” As you prepare your 
submissions for this theme, consider the five sections of the WRKWNDR Magazine: 
God, Me, Us, Family, and Community. How can Mary’s example of quiet 
contemplation and appraisal serve us in each of these areas? How can we 
incorporate mindfulness into our discipleship as she did? 

Examples of article and story topics for this issue:

The role pondering plays in the development of our testimonies

The events in Mary’s life which she might have pondered, and how they correlate to 
events in our own lives

Mary’s example of motherhood throughout Christ’s life (from His birth to His death)

How to find moments of stillness every day

Mary’s impact on her community

Analysis of Mary’s relationship with her husband, Joseph

Emulating Mary’s example in other ways

How to be an example of gentleness and faith

And of course, other examinations are welcome and encouraged. Please submit 
your work, finished or unfinished, if you think it might support this theme!

Submission Inspiration: Articles & Stories



Imagery that inspired the tone for this issue:

Literal and symbolic adaptations of 
Mary and her life

The dusty roads between 
Judea and Galilee

The plastered stone texture of ancient 
architecture

The softness of natural linens

The earth tones in this guide represent the region and life of Mary and her family. 
The colors and elements should evoke the sights and textures of Old Jerusalem. 
Photography should have a grainy or smokey quality, and other imagery should 
lean toward fine art in style. We are particularly interested in imagery of Mary or 
Jerusalem (either a literal representation or a more abstract one), but welcome 
other submissions.

If you feel you have a photograph (original or perhaps vintage), illustration, 
sketch, painting, mixed media or digital art that matches our style guide, 
please submit your work! All accepted submissions are compensated.

Submission Inspiration: 
Art, Photography, and Imagery

Warm, painterly, natural light with a 
gradient to deep shadow

Fine art, sketchwork, and 
photography 

Film/Vintage film photography (or 
imagery with a cloudy or grainy 
texture, like dust in the air)



STABLE

55 60 68 45
RUST

33 57 70 18
SWADDLING

17 17 32 0

WILDERNESS

50 50 100 31
JERUSALEM

64 54 91 56

Color Palette

“But Mary 
kept all 

these things and 
pondered them
 in her heart.”



Soft and natural

Texturally rich

Ancient Jerusalem

Mary, Mother of Jesus

Warm light

Deep shadows

Classic/Realistic Sketches

Ancient Imagery, Modern Layout

Grainy/Painterly Photography

Minimal Collage/Handwritten Elements

Key Words/Elements


