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Gulnur Mukazhanova was born in Karaganda, Kazakhstan, shortly before the end of the USSR. 
She has done her studies at the Art Academy in Almaty and the Kunsthochschule in Berlin Wei-
ßensee. Still living in Berlin, she has been working for years mainly with textiles. Her work is 
influenced by Kazakh textile traditions, with felt as her most important material. She addresses 
identity problems and the transformations of traditional values of her culture in the age of globa-
lization. In her art, she processes her Kazakh origins and the actual state of society there with an 
international perspective.
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Gulnur Mukazhanova, Untitled #1, 2023, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 170 x 140 cm Gulnur Mukazhanova, Untitled, 2023, Fine merino wool, paillette, pins, felted by hand, 170 x 140 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova — Un-Conscious

Fabrics of silk and velour stretch tautly over canvases, luring the viewer into Gulnur Mukazhanova’s 
solo show with Galerie Michael Janssen. Titled “Un-Conscious,” the exhibition will be the artist’s first 
showing with the gallery to date where the artist will present a series of felt paintings and collages, 
both of which are produced exclusively for the exhibition. “Un-Conscious” offers a survey into the 
artist’s almost decade long inquiry into post-nomadic identities. The works together explore how felt 
and collage can become a conduit to subvert ancient practices and visuals that remain in circulation 
and likewise to meditate on cultures in flux through employing the language of abstraction.

Central to the artist’s practice is a research into and a processing of Kazakh society as a whole, 
where the artist experienced the Soviet collapse and subsequent capitalist embrace as two abrupt 
transitions and migrating orders. Since emigrating to Berlin, the artist has honed her observation 
on post-nomadic identities. Though this term today is often used in reference to the digital-nomad 
living in alienation or isolation from rooted culture, the artist’s oeuvre grasps the tension between 
the rooted and unrooted by observing visual practices developed in nomadic communities in Kaz-
akhstan. Here, the digital and the traditional are held in tight balance within the artist’s works, where 
she takes up ancestral felting techniques that are practiced within the region. Muhazhanova instead 
ushers these techniques into the language of minimalism where large-scale, monochrome oranges 
and mustards point to a period that sought to throw-off the archaic and elude figuration.

The series Post-Nomadic Reality that features in “Un-Conscious” is informed by the traditional tus-
kyiz, hand embroidered wall carpets that typically are ornamentally patterned. Mukazhanova breaks 
apart this word to get at its essential meaning: tus to dream and kyiz to felt. Like portals or screens, 
Mukazhanova’s works in this series invite the viewer to dream of another world where hopes and 
desires can be sublimated into the unconscious, but also create a space where new identities can 
be assumed. This is further punctuated in Mukazhanova’s triptych, Untitled (2021), where three 
large-scale felted paintings contain curved windows. The felted materials of gray, red, and yellow, 
however, give the image plane a surreal quality where reality and fantasy can merge. Though the 
tryptic might be reminiscent of the celestial and historically used to narrate linearly, it is transformed 
beyond recognition while retaining its referent to the divine.

Where Post-Nomadic Reality features fields of color emptied of pattern and ornamentation, the se
ries Moment of the Present focuses exclusively on isolating that pattern with pins and needle work 
through the practice of collage. The artist uses lurex, brocade, and velour to deconstruct traditional 
print. This practice of cutting, isolating, and collage unravels modes of superficial conviviality.          

Originally, these fabrics are exchanged during weddings or celebrations. The artist isolates the pre-
carity evidenced in the fabric’s superficial ritualistic function that might cover over darker cultural 
norms. For example, in Moment of the Present #25, (2021), hundreds of pins hold together golden 
petals. From afar, the shape appears to be lush and ornamental, though peering closely, one can 
see how it might collapse at any moment. Stability, and likewise beauty, are held together by fragile 
threads. 

Text: Vanessa Gravenor



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Installation view, Öliara: The Dark Moon, 2023, SOMA Berlin, DE



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Installation view, Öliara: The Dark Moon, 2023, SOMA Berlin, DE



Installation View, Clouds, Power & Ornament, 2023, Roving Central Asia, Center for Heritage Arts & Textiles, Hong Kong, HK - courtesy of: Center for Heritage Arts & Textiles



Installation View, Clouds, Power & Ornament, 2023, Roving Central Asia, Center for Heritage Arts & Textiles, Hong Kong, HK - courtesy of: Center for Heritage Arts & Textiles



Installation View, Clouds, Power & Ornament, 2023, Roving Central Asia, Center for Heritage Arts & Textiles, Hong Kong, HK - courtesy of: Center for Heritage Arts & Textiles



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Installation view, Öliara: The Dark Moon, 2022, Mimosa House x Ainalaiyn Space, London, GB



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Öliara: The Dark Moon, 2022, Installation View, Mimosa House x Ainalaiyn Space, London, GB



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Syrmak, 2022, Open performance at Documenta XV



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Residency, Hongkong 2022



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Un-Conscious, 2021, Installation View, Galerie Michael Janssen



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Un-Conscious, 2021, Installation View, Galerie Michael Janssen



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Un-Conscious, 2021, Installation View, Galerie Michael Janssen



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Un-Conscious, 2021, Installation View, Galerie Michael Janssen



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Un-Conscious, 2021, Installation View, Galerie Michael Janssen



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Untitled, 2021, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, Triptych, 250 x 150 (yellow), 250 x 200 (blue), 250 x 150 (red)



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Post Nomadic Reality #0-41, 2021, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 260 x 400 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, From the series ‚Self Portaits‘, 2023, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 100 x 70 cm Gulnur Mukazhanova, From the series ‚Self Portaits‘, 2023, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 100 x 70 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, From the series ‚Self Portaits‘, 2023, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 100 x 70 cmGulnur Mukazhanova, From the series ‚Self Portaits‘, 2023, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 100 x 70 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, From the series ‚Self Portaits‘, 2023, Fine merino wool, felted by hand, 100 x 70 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Moment of the Present #27, 2021, Velour, Brocade, Lurex, Pins, Collage, 140 x 170 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Moment of the Present #25, 2021, Felt, Brocade, Lurex, Pins, Collage, 140 x 170 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Moment of the Present #26, 2021, Velour, Brocade, Lurex, Pins, Collage, 170 x 140 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Post Nomadic Reality #31, 2021, Fine merino wool and silk fibers, felted by hand, 170 x 210 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Post Nomadic Reality #1, 2021, Fine merino wool, silk fibres, fabric, pins, felted by hand, collage technique, 100 x 70 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Moment of the Present #24, 2021, Velour, Brocade, Lurex, Pins, Collage, 140 x 170 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Post Nomadic Reality #33, 2021, Fine merino wool and silk fibres, felted by hand, 140 x 170 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Moment of the Present #22, 2019, Velour, Brocade, Lurex, Mixed Technique, Collage, 140 x 170 cm



Gulnur Mukazhanova, False Hope, 2018, Lurex, Velour, Nails, Metal Grid, Mixed Technique



Gulnur Mukazhanova, Installation view of Untitled Blue (2023) & Untitled Red (2023), 250 x 150cm each.




