
U N D E R G L A Z E S :  A  G U I D E  

  

 
 

B R A N D  
Amaco Velvet Underglaze (pictured above) is our 

preferred brand and your best bet for a high-quality 
underglaze that comes in a huge variety of colors. 

Look for that light green label and AMACO logo when 
you head to the pottery supply store! These 

underglazes come in 2 oz or 16 oz containers – get the 
smaller size unless you know you’ll be using that color 

for full coverage on lots of pieces. Can’t find the color 
you want? Mix these underglazes together like paints 

to create your own shade! 

F I R I N G  T E M P E R A T U R E  
In ceramics, we talk about and measure temperature 
with “cones” instead of “degrees”. The main thing to 
remember is that we fire our kiln to Cone 6, which is 

considered a mid-range temperature. Seattle Pottery 
Supply organizes their products by firing temperature – 

look for the aisles labeled “mid-range” to find 
products that will work for your pieces. 

IMPORTANT! Cone 06 is NOT the same as Cone 6. 
Cone 06 is about 1800° F, while Cone 6 is about 2200° 

F. That’s a HUGE difference in temperature! All 
Amaco Velvet Underglazes can be fired anywhere 
between Cone 05 and Cone 10, making them ideal 

for our purposes. 

 

So, you want to buy your own 
underglazes to use in the studio. That’s 

great! Here are a few things to pay 
attention to when purchasing your own 

underglazes so you don’t ruin your 
piece, mess up another student’s 

piece, or wreck the kiln. 

 

 
F I N A L  T H O U G H T S  
If possible, buy Amaco Velvet 

Underglaze. If you already have a 
product from another brand you want 

to use, make sure it is safe to fire at 
Cone 6. Other brands (Mayco and 

Duncan in particular) sell products that 
are labelled as “underglazes” that 
actually behave more like glazes. 

When in doubt, show your underglaze 
to an instructor or staff person to make 

sure it is the right product for you before 
applying it to your pot. Better safe than 

sorry! 

 

 


