
American retailers had 
experienced growth in the last 
quarter and the desire to stock 
the shelves was palatable. 

Buyers are banking that 
consumers are ready for shots 
of color to perk up the home 
such as Pine Cone Hill along 
with Designers Guild who led 
the charge with primary colors 
in bold prints while some suppliers 
chose block prints on white 
backgrounds to tone it down. 

The world is shrinking as 
suppliers from India, Indonesia 
and South Africa, to name a few. 
New lines of supply for 
an interesting assortment.

While in Italy, the very frigid 
temperatures mirrored 
the worrisome feeling that 
many Italian suppliers 
and retailers were feeling. 
Clearly a contrast to NYC.

The exquisite detail and 
luxurious fabrics that the Italians 
are so well known for, were 
wonderfully showcased in 
the Fortezzo Di Basso. 
Embroideries and fine finishing 
truly sets Italian suppliers apart.

Changing times and 
a contrasting continents.

A STUDY 
IN CONTRASTS

TOILE SUR RENDEZ-VOUS 
326 VICTORIA AVENUE #202 WESTMOUNT, QC, H3Z 2M8
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 10 AM TO 5 PM / T: 514 486-2424

TOILESURRENDEZVOUS.COM

From Concept 
to Installation, bring 
us your architectural 
drawings, carpet samples, 
swatches ans paint chips. 

We will work within 
your budget, comfort 
requirements and personal 
style to complete 
your bedroom project.

While there were less suppliers, 
the mood at the New York Gift Show was definitely positive.

Ingrid bryson
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Tendence

Q
uatrefoil m

eans “four leaves” and 
represents a fl ow

er w
ith four petals 

or a four leaf clover. The sim
plistic 

design fi rst appeared in traditional 
C

hristian sym
bolism

 as a sym
m

etrical 
shape w

ith four partially 
overlapping circles.

The design w
as popular during 

the G
othic R

evival and can be found 
in m

any churches built in that period. 
The m

ost notorious quatrefoils 
are found in the baptistery church 

in Florence on the bronze paneled 
doors.Though ages and ages old, the 
design has a classic elegance that 
adapts w

ell to contem
porary settings. 

As such, it is popping betw
een sheets, 

tow
els and even gracing the table. 

M
any different m

eanings depending 
on the culture.

The sym
bolism

 in celtic culture 
signifi es “the w

heel of being” w
hile in 

C
hristianity it denotes the four apostles. 

The sym
bol also has signifi cance in 

native Am
erican history w

here it 
is believed to be representative of 
the four ends of the earth.

 Also laying claim
 to this sym

bol 
is the B

aptist church , for w
hom

 
it m

eans unity of four different deities. 
O

ne sym
bol m

any interpretations.

G
othic to Contem

porary- Q
uatrefoil m

akes a com
eback in hom

e linens.

Q
U

A
T

R
E

F
O

IL
2

1
3

1.a) w
ith m

ore overlap
. b

)com
b

ined 
w

ith sq
uare. c)w

ith less overlap
. 

2.N
ap

kin Q
uaterfoil 3.H

and
 tow

els 
in Terry C

otton 4.B
ed

 sheet set

n
ew

pro
-

d
u

c
t!

4

Toile is carrying a line of sheets 
w

ith cuff and em
broidery on a soft 

320 thread count sateen that 
sells for only $395!

P
illow

 B
ar. D

esigned and by 
an osteopath and a neuro-surgeon, 
this pillow

 w
ith its unique boom

erang 
shape helps alleviate neck issues.
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A boxsprings is a unit that 
contains springs or other 
types of torsion elements. 

These elements allow the 
boxsprings to defl ect or fl ex 
when weight is applied through 
the mattress. As solid 
foundation is made of wood and 
does not have the ability 

to fl ex or defl ect. They appear 
the same from the outside. 
It is important to know which 
is under the mattress you are 
considering and why. 

Both have their uses under 
different mattress types. It can 
defi nitely affect the feel and 
comfort of your mattress.

Upcoming   
trade 
shows

questions
answers
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Serenity meets Contemporary in the Laurentians

A Quebec architect, a Calgary Designer and 
a discerning client with an eye for detail Textured fabrics 
in soft shades of ivory and dove greys.

Simple clean lines with no clutter so that there 
is an unimpeded view of the pristine Laurentian 
lake Headboards mimicking the gorgeous bleached logs, 
No drapery hardware to detract from the glass & wood 
Douglas Cridland Design.

toilesurrendezvous.comfind us on

Douglas A Dawson Architect

High Point 2012
The largest home furnishing 
industry trade show will 
be held at International Home 
Furnishings Center 
from April 21 - 26, 2012.

What is the difference between a solid 
foundation and a boxspring?


