


Only six months after the release of Gymkhana EIGHT, set in Dubai UAE, 
Ken Block is back with Gymkhana NINE: Raw Industrial Playground, on 
Hoonigan’s YouTube channel. The video returns Block’s 400+million 
view viral video franchise to its roots, with pure, raw driving action at 
center stage once again. Co-starring is his all-new Ford Focus RS RX 
that he competes with in the FIA World Rallycross Championship.

“I really wanted to bring NINE back to the core roots of my earlier 
Gymkhana videos,” said Block. “The full city takeovers are a ton of fun, 
but we felt that it was time to get back to the basics, especially with 
the new Ford Focus RS RX. We really wanted to let it shine and be the 
star in this video since it has so much usable power and control. We 
also partnered with Microsoft’s Forza Horizon 3 video game on this 
one, which allowed us to incorporate some insane tricks that actually 
pull inspiration from the game itself. It all worked out amazingly and I 
couldn’t be more stoked on how this video turned out.”

Filmed over four days in western New York in mostly-derelict industrial 
spaces, locations are visually similar to Block’s first two Gymkhana 
videos and allowed for raw and aggressive Gymkhana driving.

Gymkhana NINE ushers in a new partnership with the Forza Horizon 
video game franchise. Two tricks are inspired by the game including 
a helicopter suspending a 2017 Ford Raptor while Block does donuts 
around it and a drift-jump in front of a moving train. Both “Forza 
moments” were incredibly high-risk.

“This is probably common sense, but just so that we’re clear, please, 
please, please do not attempt to recreate any of the tricks you see me 
do in his video at home on your own,” said Block. “Especially trying 
to outrun a train. Attempting to outrun a train isn’t just stupid, it’s also 
illegal. So please, don’t do it! I do these in a closed course environment 
with full safety crews, stunt coordinators and a well thought out plan!”

In addition to “Forza moments” in the video, Block ups the ante with 
one of his most outrageous maneuvers to-date: a literal cliffhanger 
where he throws his Ford Focus RS RX around a telephone cable spool 
hanging the rear end—and rear wheels—off of the edge of a pier on 
Lake Erie.

“The moment where I’m hanging the rear of my car off of that shipping 
pier was definitely stressful,” said Block. “But, it’s something that we 
really wanted to do in real life since previously people have only seen 
something like that in a CGI-d BMW commercial [Block is referencing a 
BMW advertisement where a car is drifting around on top of an aircraft 
carrier deck, something that many casual observers thought to be real 
when in fact it was all CGI]. That’s the great thing about these videos, 
everything I do with the car, everything we capture on camera is all real, 
live action. We may do a few takes to get all of the angles covered or 
get timing more dialed, but at the end of the day it’s all actual driving, 
nothing is faked.”
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Check out these articles online regarding the subject:

AUSTRALIAN COPS SHUT DOWN
KEN BLOCK’S GYMKHANA NINE

BEFORE IT HAPPENED
> See the full article at: jalopnik.com

KEN BLOCK IS BACK WITH GYMKHANA NINE
THE HOONIGAN WANTED TO FILM

HIS LATEST VIRAL VIDEO IN AUSTRALIA
BUT WASN’T ALLOWED

> See the full article at: www.drive.com.au

INSIDER INFO:
GYMKHANA NINE WAS
BANNED FROM BEING

SHOT IN AUSTRALIA
Gymkhana NINE was originally due to be set in 

Australia due to the tie-in with the Block’s new partner, 
Forza Horizon 3—a video game set in Australia. 

Unfortunately, due to Australia’s strict “anti-hoon” 
laws, the permitting process for the locations where 
Block and his team wanted to film proved to be too 

challenging for what was needed. Ultimately the 
concept for the video was changed to include select 
moments from the new video game instead and was 

shot in derelict industrial locations in Western New York.

http://jalopnik.com/australian-cops-shut-down-ken-blocks-gymkhana-nine-befo-1786538666
http://www.drive.com.au/motor-news/ken-block-is-back-with-gymkhana-nine-20160913-grfq5m.html#ixzz4KMKBbhV7




HOONIGAN MEDIA MACHINE
The new content-focused division of Hoonigan Industries, Hoonigan Media Machine (HMM), took the production 
reigns on Gymkhana NINE. While always the creative driver behind the films, Hoonigan now boasts an in-house 
film production team as well. Brian Scotto is Ken Block’s business partner in the brand and now has stepped up 
from his previous role of Creative Director to Director for this latest installment of the team’s viral powerhouse, 
Ken Block’s Gymkhana video series.











THE HOONIGAN 
GYMKHANA NINE
C O L L E C T I O N
AVAILABLE AT HOONIGAN.COM AND OTHER RAD RETAILERS NEAR YOU, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.



VIDEOS:

https://youtu.be/_bkX5VkZg8U

https://youtu.be/UEpzJUkHelo

Forza Horizon 3: The Making of Gymkhana NINE

https://youtu.be/_bkX5VkZg8U
https://youtu.be/_bkX5VkZg8U
https://youtu.be/UEpzJUkHelo
https://youtu.be/UEpzJUkHelo

