
 Why are Smaller Cartons More Expensive?

10# Hand-Packed Carton versus 25# Machine-Compressed Carton

Packaging
Our 10# cartons are hand-packed. Our 25# ma-
chine-compressed cartons are machine-packed and 
compressed, so we can get a lot more product into 
each one. Though the two carton dimensions are dif-
ferent, their volumes are nearly identical. In fact, they 
even use about the same amount of cardboard. 

It takes 100-10# cartons to yield 1000 pounds of prod-
uct, verses only 40 machine-compressed 25# cartons. 
This means it takes a lot more packaging when we 
use 10# cartons for the same 
amount of product, 2.5 times 

as much. Add to that, corrugated box pricing has increased 
four times in the last 12 months, so that extra packaging be-
comes even more costly!

Labor
For 1000 pounds of product, each carton passes through a 
packing/closing machine – 100 times for the 10# carton, but 
just 40 times for the 25# one. So, even the cost of labor to 
produce 10# cartons are 2.5 times greater. 

Shipping
We can pack a full-size pallet with 
up to 63-10# cartons verses 60 ma-
chine-compressed 25# cartons, since they are compressed! 
That is 630# versus 1500#! The savings for shipping is not 
in weight, but in volume. You save money by shipping more 
weight in less space. 

Save Time and Money 
If you need smaller cartons, please order them. But if you 
don’t, you could save time and money by converting your 
smaller 10# hand packs over to the machine-compressed 
25# cartons!

We are offering a 

FREE TRIAL 
machine-compressed 
case with any 630# 
pallet to show as a 

comparison.  Samples 
of flat cartons are 

available anytime at 
no charge!

Our 25# machine-compressed carton 
(left) and our 10# carton (right).

Our 10# carton (left) and 25# 
machine-compressed carton (right) 
laying flat before they are prepped 
for packing.

Freight
COSTS UP 800%

Petroleum is up and so 
are shipping costs to 

and from foreign ports. 
A shipped container 

costs 800% more than 
it did in 2019. Holding

Supplies Hostage
INCREASED COST PRESSURES

Because of the decreased 
supply in the market, 
some unscrupulous 

vendors are holding their 
customers hostage 

demanding higher prices.

Market
Uncertainty

INCREASED COST PRESSURES

The pandemic had already 
disrupted the supply chain. 

The war in Ukraine and 
trucking strikes at our 

borders have only 
increased market and price 

instability.

Donations
GIVING DOWN 50%

Since the start of the 
pandemic, charitable 
giving of clothes to 
nonprofits is down 

by half.

Clothes not sold by 
nonprofits are sent to 

foreign countries, 
because of their lower 

labor costs, then  
sorted into rags and 

other categories.
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Less Product
from FOREIGN DISTRIBUTORS 

DOWN 50%

The diminished supply 
from American and 

European nonprofits only 
create more pressure to 

increase prices. 

When you get a wiping rag from us, it typically starts as clothing that was donated 
to a nonprofits. It usually goes to a large facility in a foreign port to be sorted into 

various categories, and sold in bulk to customers all over the world. Below are 
several aspects that have become major stresses in the marketplace.

Nonprofits
PRICES UP 100%

With a shortage of 
goods, nonprofits are 
charging more, all the 

while demand has 
remained the same.

We will always provide 
the best price and 

service possible, but the 
current market is 

extremely volatile.  
We appreciate your 

understanding through 
this uncertain and 

di�cult time.
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Why have rags gotten so expensive?

MednikRiverbend.com
1 (800) 325-7193 

MednikRiverbend.com
1 (800) 325-7193 
(314) 524-2200


