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Need a gift for a mystery lover? Check out our recommendations 
for fans of mysteries in any form, from hardboiled tales to espionage 

to traditional detective novels, and feel free to reach out to our 
knowledgeable booksellers at info@mysteriousbookshop.com or  

(212) 587-1011 for more personalized suggestions.

From now until Christmas, all orders and in-store 
sales will come with a free copy of Jeffrey Deaver’s 
“The Christmas Party” — a seasonal story of 
holiday crime specially commisioned by The 
Mysterious Bookshop!

Deaver’s story is the twenty-fifth we’ve 
published as an exclusive holiday offer 
for our customers. The first eighteen are 
collected in Christmas at the Mysterious 
Bookshop (Vanguard, $15.99). The book 
includes original stories by Mary Hig-
gins Clark, Lawrence Block, Ed McBain, 
Donald Westlake, Thomas Cook, and 
more, all set at The Mysterious Book-
shop. Signed by Otto Penzler.

(More great gift ideas inside)

for readers and collectors

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/otto-penzler-ed-christmas-at-the-mysterious-bookshop


“big books” by otto penzler

We keep all of Otto Penzler’s Big Books in stock,  
and he is happy to sign them with personal messages if requested. 

The Big Book of Christmas Mysteries, edited by Otto 
Penzler, is the perfect gift to spread murderously seasonal 
cheer. The collection brings together sixty of the editor’s 
favorite holiday themed crime tales for a collection of 
classics and rarities ranging from the Victorian era to 
today. It’s intrigue with a 
touch of cinnamon and 
nutmeg from Arthur Conan 
Doyle, Ed McBain, Sara 
Paretsky and many more. 

Available signed by Otto 
Penzler in either a beautiful imported British 
hardcover edition (top left, $49.95) or the American 
paperback edition (right, $25.00). 

The Big Book of Female Detectives is Penzler’s newest 
“Big Book” anthology, collecting tales featuring, well, fe-
male detectives, from throughout the history of the genre, 
with stories from classic authors such as Mary Roberts 
Rinehart and Anna Katharine Green to contemporaries 
like Laura Lippman and Sara Paretsky. Signed by Otto 
Penzler. Paperback. $25.00. 

Other titles in this series, $25.00 each

These oversize paperbacks make great gifts  
for the mystery aficionado in your life . . . 

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/otto-penzler-ed-the-big-book-of-christmas-mysteries-uk-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/otto-penzler-ed-the-big-book-of-christmas-mysteries
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/edited-by-otto-penzler/products/pre-order-otto-penzler-ed-the-big-book-of-sherlock-holmes-stories-hardcover
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/penzler-otto-the-black-lizard-big-book-of-pulps
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/edited-by-otto-penzler/products/otto-penzler-ed-the-big-book-of-locked-room-mysteries
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/edited-by-otto-penzler/products/otto-penzler-ed-the-big-book-of-rogues-villains
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/edited-by-otto-penzler/products/otto-penzler-the-big-book-of-jack-the-ripper
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/otto-penzler-ed-the-big-book-of-female-detectives-to-be-signed


“big books” by otto penzler christmas mysteries

Available exclusively from the Mysterious Bookshop, 
Silent Night, Deadly Night features some of the most 
popular writers of our time—including Rhys Bowen, 
Harlan Ellison, Thomas Perry, and Donald E. 
Westlake—putting a deadly spin on classic Christmas 
carols. With titles including “Arrested Merry Gentleman,” 
“How Come You’re Not Faithful,” and “I Saw Mommy 
Killing Santa Claus,” these parodies offer a wickedly funny 
treat for lovers of crime fiction. Signed by Otto Penzler. 
Hardcover. $16.95. 

A Christmas Revelation by Anne Perry. In the newest 
of Perry’s yearly Victorian Christmas mysteries, mayhem 
is found under the mistletoe, and intrigue stalks the 
cobblestone streets and gaslit parlors of old London 
Town. For the traditional mystery reader, it doesn’t 
get much better. “An annual treat.” —WSJ. Hardcover. 
$20.00. 

A Maigret Christmas and Other Stories by Georges 
Simenon. It is Christmas in Paris, but beneath the 
sparkling lights and glittering decorations of the 
arrondissements lie sinister deeds and dark secrets. 
Three seasonal stories from a classic author of mystery, 
featuring the iconic Inspector Maigret and other 
characters from the Maigret novels. Paperback. $13.00.

Crime at Christmas by C.H.B. Kitchin. It’s Christmas 
at Hampstead’s Beresford Lodge. A group of relatives 
and intimate friends gather to celebrate the festive 
season, but their party is rudely interrupted by a violent 
death. Could the murderer be one of those in the great 
house? Paperback. $14.95

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/edited-by-otto-penzler/products/otto-penzler-ed-silent-night-deadly-night-pre-order
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/anne-perry-a-christmas-revelation
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/georges-simenon-a-maigret-christmas-and-other-short-stories
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/c-h-b-kitchin-crime-at-christmas


rare christmas mysteries

only one copy of each—order soon!

The Christmas Tree Murders by Joel Y. Dane. 
N.Y., Doubleday Crime Club, 1938. First 
edition. Very good in dust jacket, which is lightly 
chipped at spine ends and corners. $150.00

Upon Some Midnights Clear by K.C. 
Constantine. Boston, Godine, 1985. First 
edition of this outstanding Mario Balzic novel. 
Very fine in dust jacket. $35.00

ian fleming

Forever and a Day by Anthony Horowitz. In a similar 
case as his previous Bond novel, Trigger Mortis, Anthony 
Horowitz has again expanded on original material from 
Ian Fleming to produce a brand-new 007 book, this 
time with a prequel to Casino Royale. $27.99. 

Ian Fleming: The Book Collector, edited by James 
Fergusson. London, Queen Anne Press, 2017. First edi-
tion, limited to only 150 numbered copies, numbered 
and signed by Fleming’s two nephews, each of whom 
contributed an introduction. Fleming was known as a 
rare book collector and was on the editorial board of the 
industry’s journal, The Book Collector. Included are arti-
cles related to his tenure, pieces by his bibliographer, Jon 
Gilbert, and other scholars and collectors. A handsomely 
produced book with numerous full-color and black-and-
white plates. New. $275.00

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/anthony-horowitz-forever-and-a-day-us-edition


lee child

michael connelly

We’ve got signed, first edition copies of Lee Child’s 
newest Jack Reacher novel, Past Tense! The book finds the 
hero travelling to New Hampshire in search of his roots, 
and was praised by Booklist as “another first-class entry in 
a series that continues to set the gold standard for aspiring 
thriller authors.” Hardcover. $28.99

We’ve also got limited edition 
Jack Reacher novels, produced 
by The Mysterious Bookshop, 

all of which are signed and accompanied by brand new 
introductions from Lee Child. Produced in a limitation of 
100 numbered copies, bound in green leather with marbled 
boards ($150), and 26 lettered copies, bound in black leather 
with marbled boards ($275), these books make great gifts 
for the die-hard Reacher fan. The newest title in the series is 
61 Hours, and a limited stock of many previous titles is also 
available. Call to inquire.

We’ve got signed, first edition copies of Michael Con-
nelly’s new novel, Dark Sacred Night, which pairs Harry 
Bosch with Renée Ballard, introduced last summer in The 
Late Show. The Washington Post 
calls it “spectacular” and “inge-
nious,” two unsurprising descrip-
tors to fans of this master crime 
writer. Hardcover. $29.00

The Mysterious Bookshop has also produced a limited col-
lector’s edition of Dark Sacred Night, the true first edition 
which preceded the trade hardcover in publication by over 
two weeks. Signed, lettered, and limited to 26 copies: $275; 
signed, numbered, and limited to 100 copies: $150. 

We have also produced such editions of previous Connelly 
titles, with limited stock remaining. Call to inquire. 

ian fleming

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/lee-child-past-tense-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/lee-child-61-hours-limited-edition
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/michael-connelly-dark-sacred-night-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/michael-connelly-dark-sacred-night-signed-limited-edition


great signed books

Shell Game by Sara Paretsky. In V.I. Warshawski’s 
newest outing, the Chicago-based P.I. searches for a 
missing niece and investigates a murdered archaeologist. 
Woman in the Window author A.J. Finn calls it Paretsky’s 
“most soulful novel.” Hardcover. Signed. $27.99. 

The Man Who Came Uptown by George Pelecanos. 
Co-writer of The Wire and co-creator of The Deuce, 
Pelecanos has returned to fiction nearly ten years after 
his previous novel with a tour-de-force, in which a man 
released from prison draws inspiration from books as he 
struggles to stick to the straight and narrow. Hardcover. 
Signed. $27.00.

Bearskin by James A. McLaughlin. One of 2018’s most 
anticipated debuts, Bearskin is a powerful, suspenseful 
thriller set in an Appalachian nature preserve. Rendered 
with vivid prose, McLaughlin’s descriptions of the 
natural world will please any lover of the outdoors; 
any lover of crime fiction will be impressed by this 
newcomer’s masterful pacing and action. Hardcover. 
Signed. $26.99. 

Give Me Your Hand by Megan Abbott. If you’re 
shopping for a reader of psychological thrillers, you’d be 
hard pressed to find a gift better than Megan Abbott’s 
most recent novel, in which two childhood friends 
reconnect in adulthood, and the mixture of obsession 
and dark secrets, planted in their youth, blossoms with 
deadly results. Hardcover. Signed. $27.00.

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/sara-paretsky-shell-game-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/george-pelecanos-the-man-who-came-uptown-to-be-signed-1
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/james-a-mclaughlin-bearskin-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/megan-abbott-give-me-your-hand-to-be-signed


great signed books

for book lovers

Our line of specially-commissioned mystery stories set in 
the world of books have now been collected in two excel-
lent volumes! The first volume, available in both paperback 
($16.95) and hardcover ($26.95), contains tales by the likes 
of Nelson DeMille, Laura Lippman, and CJ Box; the 
second volume, released August 2018, is 
available in hardcover ($26.95), with stories 
from authors such as Joyce Carol Oates, 

Elizabeth George, and Ian Rankin. Signed by Otto Penzler. 

Each of our Bibliomysteries are available individ-
ually as well, with limited, signed hardcovers (100 
numbered copies, $50 each; 26 lettered, $100 
each), and paperback ($6.95 each). 

facsimiles

Who doesn’t love the artwork on classic 
mystery novels? With fascimile hardcover 
copies, you get the artistry of the old books 
without the pricetag, making an attractive 
gift for collectors and readers alike. 

Produced by Otto Penzler Books in the 
1990s, the facsimiles of William Irish’s 
Phantom Lady (inspiration for the classic 
noir film) and Raymond Chandler’s The 
Little Sister are exact replicas of the first 
editions of these crime fiction cornerstones, 
available in shrink wrap for just $39.95. 

We also have hardcover Agatha Christie 
novels in facsimile jackets, which reproduce 
the original cover art of two of her great-
est novels: And Then There Were None 
($21.99); Murder on the Orient Express 
($19.99).

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/otto-penzler-ed-bibliomysteries-stories-of-crime-in-the-world-of-books-and-bookstores
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/otto-penzler-ed-bibliomysteries-vol-2-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/simon-brett-bibliotheca-classica
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/irish-william-phantom-lady
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/raymond-chandler-the-little-sister-facsimile
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/agatha-christie-and-then-there-were-none-facsimile-edition
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/christie-agatha-murder-on-the-orient-express-facsimile-edition


sherlock holmes

Mycroft and Sherlock by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar & 
Anna Waterhouse. Abdul-Jabbar’s second Sherlockian 
novel finds the young brothers, Mycroft and Sherlock, 
investigating a rash of gruesome murders in 1870s 
London. It is, in Lyndsay Faye’s words, “a better than 
worthy successor to an extraordinary debut.” Hardcover. 
$25.99.

The Complete Sherlock Holmes by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. This elegant hardcover 
slipcased volume contains all of Doyle’s 
writing on Sherlock Holmes, including all 
four full-length novels and 56 short stories. 
It is not only a beautiful item to have on the 
shelf, but a joy to read as well. $35.00. 

rare sherlock holmes titles

The Return of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. London, Newnes, 1905. First 
edition of the fifth Holmes book. Spine mod-
erately rubbed, name on front endpaper, else 
about a very good copy of a scarce and important 
book, in which Holmes returns from the dead. 
$1,500.00

We have a large number of piracies of the early Holmes 
novels—beautiful books in various bindings printed in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Priced between $30-$60, 
based on condition, these make great, unique gifts. Stop in 
and browse or call to inquire. (Price of illustrated copy, $45)

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/kareem-abdul-jabbar-anna-waterhouse-mycroft-and-sherlock
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/arthur-conan-doyle-the-complete-sherlock-holmes-1


sherlock holmes traditional & golden age mysteries

Classic American Crime Fiction of the 1920s, annotated 
& edited by Leslie S. Klinger. This massive hardcover 
tome is packed with great reading; containing five 
complete novels from Ellery Queen, Earl Derr Biggers, 
W. R. Burnett, S. S. Van Dine, and Dashiell Hammett, 
this single volume truly has something for everyone, with 
annotations to illuminate the text and full color images 
to illustrate. Hardcover. Signed by Klinger and Otto 
Penzler, who wrote the introduction. $39.95.

A Forgotten Place by Charles Todd. Set in Wales just 
after World War I, Todd’s newest Bess Crawford mystery 
is a wonderful medley of historical atmosphere and taut 
suspense; it finds the nurse investigating a murder in a 
remote peninsula, where it seems the townspeople all 
have something to hide. Hardcover. Signed. $25.99.

american mystery classics

The best novels of America’s Golden 
Age of detective fiction (between the 
two World Wars) are back, thanks 
to the American Mystery Classics 
series, new from Penzler Publish-
ers! The first six titles are available 
in hardcover ($25.95 each) and in 
paperback ($15.95 each). To make 
things easier for our customers, set 
pricing is also available (PB: $95.70; 
HC: $155.20). What better way to 
show a classic mystery reader your 
fondness for him or her?

Titles include: The So Blue Marble by Dorothy B. Hughes; The Puzzle of the Happy Hooligan by 
Stuart Palmer, The Chinese Orange Mystery by Ellery Queen; Death From a Top Hat by Clayton 
Rawson; Home Sweet Homicide by Craig Rice; and The Red Lamp by Mary Roberts Rinehart

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/leslie-klinger-ed-classic-american-crime-fiction-of-the-1920s-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/charles-todd-a-forgotten-place-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/mary-roberts-rinehart-the-red-lamp
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/stuart-palmer-the-puzzle-of-the-happy-hooligan
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/clayton-rawson-death-from-a-top-hat
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/ellery-queen-the-chinese-orange-mystery
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/dorothy-b-hughes-the-so-blue-marble
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/craig-rice-home-sweet-homicide


“extra special” gifts

A Coffin for Dimitrios by Eric Ambler. N.Y., Knopf, 1939. 
First U.S. edition of this Haycraft-Queen cornerstone title. A 
trace of wear at the top of the spine, very light staining at the 
bottom edges of the pages, else a near fine copy in a fine, bright 
dust jacket. This great and historically important novel served 
as the basis for the 1944 film The Mask of Dimitrios (original 
title of book in the U.K.), starring Peter Lorre, Zachary Scott 
and Sydney Greenstreet. $1,000.00.

Murder Is Easy by Agatha Christie. London, Collins, 1939. 
First edition. A fine, fresh copy in a bright, clean dust jacket 
that has a small triangular chip at the base of the spine, near 
the back hinge, and two tiny chips at the top of the spine, near 
the hinges. An exceptional copy of a rare book in collectors’ 
condition. $2,250.00.

The Secret Agent by Joseph Conrad. London, Methuen, 1907. 
First edition. The earliest state with 40 pages of the Methuen catalogue dated Sep-
tember 1907 bound in the back. A Haycraft-Queen cornerstone title. Conrad’s 
seminal novel of espionage and anarchy. Both Graham Greene and Eric Ambler 
credited it as an inspiration for their own work. A hint of sunning to the spine, else 
a very good-near fine copy of this scarce and important book—the beginning of 
the modern spy novel. $2,500.00.

The Executioners by John D. MacDonald. N.Y., Simon & Schuster, 1958. First 
edition (not to be confused with the ubiquitous book club edition). A fine fresh 

copy in a bright dust jacket with light wear to the top and 
bottom of the spine. With the price intact and none of the usual 
spine fading. The basis for two excellent film versions under 
the title Cape Fear. $1,000.00.

The Cuckoo’s Calling by J.K. Rowling, 
writing as Robert Galbraith, London, Sphere, 
2013. First edition. Very fine in a very fine dust 
jacket.  The first novel written by J.K. Rowling 
under this pseudonym and extremely rare in a 

first edition/first printing, let alone signed.  This copy is one of 
few copies signed as “Robert Galbraith,” sold by Goldsboro 
Books in London before Rowling was revealed to be the author. 
$2,000.00.



“extra special” gifts books we love

1,000 Books to Read Before You Die by James 
Mustich. We’ve seen books on this subject before, but 
none done quite so completely as this, which offers 
thorough descriptions of great books from all genres—
including mystery! Ultimately, the book is a celebration 
of the glorious mosaic of literature. Hardcover. $35.00. 

The Library Book by Susan Orlean. Orlean’s 
meandering history of the fire that destroyed the Los 
Angeles Public Library in 1986 is part true crime, 
part elegy, and part love letter to that most beloved 
of institutions: the library. Store owner Otto Penzler 
chose it as his favorite book of November. Hardcover. 
$28.00.

November Road by Lou Berney. November Road is a 
road novel set after the assassination of JFK, in which 
a gangster marginally related to the killing is pursued 
cross-country by a hitman tying up loose ends. Add 
a dash of doomed romance and steep it in Americana 
and the result is one of the best books of the season, 
and one of store manager Tom’s favorites of the year. 
Hardcover. $26.99. 

The Witch Elm by Tana French. French’s newest 
novel—a standalone—is an immersive suspense novel 
that builds tension with every one of its 528 pages. It is 
a literary psychological thriller to get lost in, and one of 
marketing coordinator Charles’s favorites of the year. 
Hardcover. $28.00.

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/james-mustich-1-000-books-to-read-before-you-die
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/susan-orlean-the-library-book-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/lou-berney-november-road-to-be-signed
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/holiday-gift-guide-2018/products/tana-french-the-witch-elm


signed first edition subscriptions

Give the gift that keeps on giving with one of our signed first edition clubs, which prom-
ise the recipient a monthly signed book, chosen by our staff, in one of seven categories: 

• Crime Collector’s Club, featuring best-
selling authors such as Lee Child, Michael 
Connelly, and Sara Paretsky.

• Traditional & Historical Club, featur-
ing authors such as Charles Todd, Louise 
Penny, and Martin Walker

• Hardboiled & Noir Club, featuring 
authors such as Walter Mosley, Loren D. 
Estleman, and Sarah Grann

• Thriller & Espionage Club, featuring 
authors such as Joseph Kanon, Dan Fes-
perman, and Joe Finder. 

• British Crime Collector’s Club, featur-
ing imported, signed UK titles long before 
they arrive Stateside, with past selections 
including Anthony Horowitz, Ian Rankin, 
and Peter Robinson. 

• Unclassifiable Club, featuring great 
books that are not, first and foremost, mys-
teries (Rachel Kushner, George Saunders, 
and Jesmyn Ward were past selections)

• First Mystery Club, featuring fresh voices in mystery, with past entries including Jor-
dan Harper (whose novel won the Edgar for Best First Mystery), Viet Thanh Nguyen 
(whose novel also won the Edgar, as well as the Pulitzer), and Nick Petrie

Available in three month ($99), six month ($198), year long ($396), or continuous 
subscriptions, these make a great gift to be cherished long after the holiday season’s end. 
(UK Import prices vary — inquire for details)

miscellany

Mysterious Classic Cards, 1828-1950 
An exclusive collection of cards devoted 
to covers of the greatest works of mys-
tery and detective fiction, including The 
Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep, and The 
Murder of Roger Ackroyd. The reverse of 
each full-color card contains a descrip-
tion placing it in historical context. Best 
stocking-stuffer ever! $14.95

Tote, $16.00
(Other colors 
available)

T-shirt, $16.00
(Other colors  
available)

the mysterious bookshop 
58 warren street, new york, ny 10007
open 11-7 monday-saturday
mysteriousbookshop.com / (212) 587-1011 

https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/collections/crime-clubs
https://www.mysteriousbookshop.com/products/mysterious-classics-cards-1828-1950

