
Mysterious 
Bookshop 
Gift Guide 
2019

Need a gift for a mystery lover? Check out our recommendations 
for fans of mysteries in any form, from hardboiled tales to espionage 

to traditional detective novels, and feel free to reach out to our 
knowledgeable booksellers at info@mysteriousbookshop.com or  

(212) 587-1011 for more personalized suggestions.

From now until Christmas, all orders and in-store 
sales will come with a free copy of Thomas Perry’s 
“Here We Come A-Wassailing" — a seasonal story 
of holiday crime specially commissioned by The 
Mysterious Bookshop!

Perry’s story is the twenty-sixth we’ve 
published as an exclusive holiday offer 
for our customers. The first eighteen are 
collected in Christmas at the Mysterious 
Bookshop (Vanguard, $15.99). The book 
includes original stories by Mary Hig-
gins Clark, Lawrence Block, Ed McBain, 
Donald Westlake, Thomas Cook, and 
more, all set at The Mysterious Book-
shop. Signed by Otto Penzler.

(More great gift ideas inside)

for readers and collectors



“big books” by otto penzler christmas mysteries

We keep all of Otto Penzler’s Big Books in stock,  
and he is happy to sign them with personal messages if requested. 

The Big Book of Christmas Mysteries, edited by Otto Penzler, is the perfect 
gift to spread murderously seasonal cheer. The collection brings together sixty 
of the editor’s favorite holiday themed crime tales for a collection of classics 
and rarities ranging from the Victorian era to today. It’s intrigue with a touch 
of cinnamon and nutmeg from Arthur Conan 
Doyle, Ed McBain, Sara Paretsky and many more. 

Signed by Otto Penzler. $25.00

The Big Book of Reel Murders  The latest book in 
the iconic Big Book series takes us behind the curtain 
to uncover the popular stories that became some of 
the greatest films of the silver screen, featuring the 
greats like Dashiell Hammett, Ellery Queen, and 
Agatha Christie. Signed by Otto Penzler. Paperback. 
$28.95. 

Other titles in this series, $25.00 each

These oversize paperbacks make great gifts  
for the mystery aficionado in your life . . . 



“big books” by otto penzler christmas mysteries

Available exclusively from the Mysterious Bookshop, 
Silent Night, Deadly Night features some of the most 
popular writers of our time—including Rhys Bowen, 
Harlan Ellison, Thomas Perry, and Donald E. 
Westlake—putting a deadly spin on classic Christmas 
carols. With titles including “Arrested Merry Gentleman,” 
“How Come You’re Not Faithful,” and “I Saw Mommy 
Killing Santa Claus,” these parodies offer a wickedly funny 
treat for lovers of crime fiction. Edited and signed by 
Otto Penzler. Hardcover. $16.95. 

A Christmas Gathering  by Anne Perry. Perry has 
returned with another Victorian Christmas tale, 
following Lady Vaspasia as she reluctantly accompanies 
her husband on holiday in the countryside and begins to 
suspect he is hiding something. Hardcover. $20.00. 

The Christmas Card Crime and Other Stories ed. 
by Martin Edwards. This intriguing collection of 
traditional mysteries explores the more sinister side of 
the holiday season: from a deadly Christmas party to the 
darkness that lurks beneath the sparkling decorations. 
$14.95

A Noël Killing by M.L. Longworth. Christmastime in 
southern France is nothing short of a magical season,  
that is until a local resident is poisioned and Antoine 
Verlaque must investigate the horrifying crime while still 
maintaining holiday cheer. A perfect mystery for fans of 
Martin Walker. $16.00



an exclusive publication 

Mysterious Obsession is beautifully illustrated with photographs from the 
massive collection, and enlivened by the author’s reminiscences of booksellers, 
fellow collectors, and writers he’s encountered along the way. A perfect gift for 
a seasoned book collector, or anyone interested in starting their own personal 
library.

Limited editions 

The man who compiled an exten-
sive collection tells the whole the 
story of his career as a collector 
through the anecdotes surrounding 
some of its key titles. 

Featuring exciting tales of dogged 
pursuits, chance discoveries, and 
all sorts of adventures in the world 
of books, these are the memoirs of 
“gentle madness” (to borrow Nich-
olas A. Basbane’s elegant term). But 
they are also the chronicles of a life’s 
work, as the book collection grew 
alongside Penzler’s other burgeon-
ing enterprises—most importantly, 
the Mysterious Bookshop.

The first printing of 250 copies sold out instantly. A second printing 
($40) of 250 copies has been ordered. Please place your advance 
order now. Available date is (optimistically) scheduled for Dec. 14.

In Mysterious Obsession: Memoirs of a Compulsive Collector, 
Mysterious Bookshop Owner Otto Penzler tells the story of 

his personal library through 26 exemplary titles



lee child

We are very excited to offer limited edition Jack Reacher novels by Lee Child, 
produced by The Mysterious Bookshop, all of which are signed and accompanied by 
brand new introductions from Child. Produced in a limitation of 100 numbered 
copies, bound in green leather with marbled boards ($150), and 26 lettered copies, 
bound in black leather with marbled boards ($275), these books make great gifts for 
the die-hard Reacher fan. Just published: Worth Dying For. 

an exclusive publication 

Limited editions 

We are also offering limited edition copies of Michael 
Connelly's latest, The Night Fire Signed, lettered, 
and limited to 26 copies: $275; signed, numbered, 
and limited to 100 copies: $150. 

The Mysterious Bookshop has also produced limited 
collector’s editions of other famous authors, such as 
Elmore Leonard, Robert Crais, and Ken Bruen. 

If you're interested in any of these editions. Please call 
us for more info!

Jack Reacher is back, but this time, he finds himself a 
wanted man in the middle of a brutal turf war between 
rival Ukrainian and Albanian gangs, in this thrilling new 
adventure. 

We have Lee Child's latest Jack Reacher novel Blue Moon 
available now! The perfect gift for any Reacher fan. 
Signed.  $28.99



great signed books

A Better Man  by Louise Penny. Chief Inspector 
Gamache returns to Quebec amidst a deadly flood in the 
latest installment from The New York Times bestselling 
author Loiuse Penny. "A Better Man is arguably the best 
book yet in an outstanding, original oeuvre.” - The Wall 
Street Journal. Signed. $28.99.

The Deserter by Nelson & Alex DeMille. When 
Captain Kyle Mercer of the Army’s elite Delta Force 
disappeared from his post in Afghanistan, the Army 
commanders are sure he has deserted them. Then, he 
is spotted a year later in this "outstanding" (Publishers 
Weekly) first novel in the series. Signed by both authors.  
$28.99

Full Throttle by Joe Hill. This masterful anthology 
of chilling tales that explore the human psyche. Full 
Throttle features "In The Tall Grass," a short story co-
written with Stephen King that is now a hit Netflix 
movie. A perfect collection for any supernatural mystery 
lover. Signed. $27.99

 
american mystery classics

The Seven or Eight Deaths of Stella Fortuna by Juliet 
Grames.  This incredible debut is a sweeping family saga 
about sisterhood, secrets, Italian immigration, the Amer-
ican dream, and one woman's tenacious fight against her 
own fate. Signed. $27.99



great signed books  
american mystery classics

For fans of vintage mysteries, our American Mystery Classics subscription is 
an ideal gift that keeps on giving. Subscribers receive one new title a month at 
20% off the cover price, always a month before nationwide publication. Next 
year will include titles from Mary Roberts Rinehart, Erle Stanley Gardner, 
Ellery Queen and more! 

These timeless titles are also available individually in hardcover ($25.95) and in paperback 
($15.95).

Some of our latest titles include:
The Bellamy Trial by Frances Noyes Hart, The Crooked Hinge by John Dickson 
Carr, and Dread Journey by Dorothy B. Hughes. View all of our releases at 
penzlerpublishers.com

These classic novels offer something for everyone, whether you're shopping for a 
mystery buff or someone with only a passing interest in the genre. You can view 
all of our releases at penzlerpublishers.com, or call for more specialized recom-
mendations.



sherlock holmes

The Adventure of the Peculiar Protocols: by Nicholas 
Meyer.  Based on real events, the adventure takes the 
famed duo aboard the Orient Express from Paris into 
the heart of Tsarist Russia, where Holmes and Watson 
attempt to trace the origins of an explosive document. 
Signed. $25.99

rare sherlock holmes titles

The Return of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. London, Newnes, 1905. First 
edition of the fifth Holmes book. Spine mod-
erately rubbed, name on front endpaper, else 
about a very good copy of a scarce and important 
book, in which Holmes returns from the dead. 
$1,500.00

We have a large number of piracies of the early Holmes 
novels—beautiful books in various bindings printed in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Priced between $30-$60, 
based on condition, these make great, unique gifts. Stop in 
and browse or call to inquire. (Price of illustrated copy, $45)

The Daily Sherlock Holmes: A Year of Quotes from 
the Case-Book of the World's Greatest Detective. 
Within these pages readers will find a quotation for 
every day of the year, drawn from across the Conan 
Doyle canon. It's the perfect bedside companion for 
fans of the world’s only consulting detective. $14.00



sherlock holmes for book lovers

BOOKS WE LOVE

Our line of specially-commissioned mystery stories set in 
the world of books have now been collected in two excel-
lent volumes! The first volume, available in both paperback 
($16.95) and hardcover ($26.95), contains tales by the likes 
of Nelson DeMille, Laura Lippman, and CJ Box; the sec-
ond volume, released August 2018, is available in hardcover 
($26.95), and paperback ($17.95) available next month, with 
stories from authors such as Joyce Carol Oates, Elizabeth 
George, and Ian Rankin. Signed by Otto 
Penzler. 

Each of our Bibliomysteries are available individ-
ually as well, with limited, signed hardcovers (100 
numbered copies, $50 each; 26 lettered, $100 
each), and paperback ($6.95 each). 

A Booklover's Guide To New York by Cleo Le-Tan. 
An illustrated guide to New York City tailored for 
the book-obsessed explorer showcasing the city's best 
bookshops; libraries; homes and haunts of world-famous 
writers; and scenes from literary classics with charming 
drawings by the famed New Yorker cover artist Pierre 
Le-Tan. Signed. $29.95.

The Hooded Gunman: An Illustrated History of 
Collins Crime Club by John Curran. 
The Hooded Gunman was the sinister figure 
who appeared in various guises on the covers 
of  Mystery and Detective books. This beautiful, 
illustrated history chronicles the 2000 books by 
the iconic Crime Club between 1930 and 1994. 
A must have for fans of both mystery and art. 
$50.00



“extra special” gifts

Ambler, Eric, A Coffin for Dimitrios, N.Y., Knopf, 
1939. First U.S. edition. A Haycraft-Queen 
cornerstone title and the basis for the 1944 classic 
film starring Sydney Greenstreet, Zachary Scott, 
Faye Emerson and Peter Lorre. A near fine copy in 
a bright dust jacket. $1,000.00

Christie, Agatha, Poirot Loses a Client, N.Y., Dodd, 
Mead, 1937. First U.S. edition of one of Christie’s iconic 
novels featuring her most famous creation, the Belgian 
detective who uses his “little gray cells.” This was the 
publisher’s own copy, stamped “Office File Copy” on 
top edge, else a fine, fresh copy in a clean, bright dust 
jacket that has a short closed tear at the top of the 
spine and a crease at one corner. Pre-World War II 
first editions in dust jacket and in such outstanding 
collectors’ condition are uncommon and eagerly 
sought-after. $1,350.00

Hammett, Dashiell, The Maltese Falcon, San 
Francisco, Arion Press, 1983. Limited to 400 
copies. This edition is truly the stuff that dreams 
are made of. Gray boards, black leather spine, 
and black leather falcon, outlined in silver and 
with a bright red eye, on front and back covers. 
Frontispiece portrait tipped in, and illustrated 
with contemporary photographs of San Francisco. 
One could argue that it’s the most beautiful book 
ever produced in the mystery community. An 
absolutely flawless, as-new copy in slipcase, which 
has a small bump at one corner. $1,250.00



“extra special” gifts

James, P.D., Cover Her Face, London, Faber & 
Faber, 1962. First edition of the author’s first 
book. Name and date (November 1962) on front 
endpaper, else about fine in dust jacket, which 
is lightly soiled and has trivial wear to the top of 
the spine. Signed on the title page by the author. 
A very scarce and important book, launching 
the career of the most distinguished author of 
her era. $6,500.00

Millar, Kenneth, The Dark Tunnel, N.Y., 
Dodd, Mead, 1944. First edition of the author’s 
first book. After four books under his own 
name, Millar created Lew Archer and became a 
national best-seller as Ross Macdonald. A fine, 
clean copy in a bright dust jacket that has had 
some expert restoration on the spine. $7,500.00

Queen, Ellery, The Adventures of Ellery Queen, N.Y., 
Stokes, 1934. First edition of this Queen’s Quorum 
title. A bit of rubbing to the black background on the 
front cover, else a fine, clean and bright copy in dust 
jacket, which has small closed tears and creases on 
the front and back panel, and trivial wear to the top 
of the spine. Signed and inscribed on the title page: 
“To—One of my favorite “nostalgic” books, “Ellery 
Queen” (Frederic Dannay.” $2,250.00



signed first edition subscriptions

Give the gift that keeps on giving with one of our signed first edition clubs, which prom-
ise the recipient a monthly signed book, chosen by our staff, in one of seven categories: 

• Crime Collector’s Club, featuring best-
selling authors such as Lee Child, Michael 
Connelly, and Sara Paretsky.

• Traditional & Historical Club, featur-
ing authors such as Charles Todd, Louise 
Penny, and Martin Walker

• Hardboiled & Noir Club, featuring 
authors such as Walter Mosley, Loren D. 
Estleman, and Sarah Grann

• Thriller & Espionage Club, featuring 
authors such as Joseph Kanon, Dan Fes-
perman, and Joe Finder. 

• British Crime Collector’s Club, featur-
ing imported, signed UK titles long before 
they arrive Stateside, with past selections 
including Anthony Horowitz, Ian Rankin, 
and Peter Robinson. 

• Unclassifiable Club, featuring great 
books that are not, first and foremost, mys-
teries (Mona Awad, Elizabeth Hand,  and 
Ocean Vuong were past selections)

• First Mystery Club, featuring fresh voices in mystery, with past entries including Jor-
dan Harper (whose novel won the Edgar for Best First Mystery), Viet Thanh Nguyen 
(whose novel also won the Edgar, as well as the Pulitzer), and Nick Petrie

Available in three month ($99), six month ($198), year long ($396), or continuous 
subscriptions, these make a great gift to be cherished long after the holiday season’s end. 
(UK Import prices vary — inquire for details)

miscellany

Mysterious Classic Cards, 1828-1950 
An exclusive collection of cards devoted 
to covers of the greatest works of mys-
tery and detective fiction, including The 
Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep, and The 
Murder of Roger Ackroyd. The reverse of 
each full-color card contains a descrip-
tion placing it in historical context. Best 
stocking-stuffer ever! $14.95

Tote, $16.00
(Other colors 
available)

T-shirt, $16.00
(Other colors  
available)

the mysterious bookshop 
58 warren street, new york, ny 10007
open 11-7 monday-saturday
mysteriousbookshop.com / (212) 587-1011 


