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STALKING HISTORY: The VWRU\ Rf DeUic Sieck'V immenVe nRn-
W\Sical iV aV ama]ing aV Whe bXck himVelf. And WhaW'V Va\ing
VRmeWhing. HeUe'V hRZ Whe ZRUld'V biggeVW ZhiWeWail eYeU Waken b\
VWalking ended XS ZiWh an IRZa bRZhXnWeU'V Wan Rn hiV Uack laVW fall.

Link/Page CiWaWiRn

JRVh HanVRn cRXldn'W belieYe iW. MRmenWV eaUlieU, he'd Vliced a Zell-Slaced aUURZ inWR a gUeaW IRZa bXck. The VhRW had
knRcked Whe deeU dRZn, and JRVh had hXUUiedl\ nRcked anRWheU aUURZ and deliYeUed Whe cRXS de gUace. Then Whe mRnVWeU
178-inch bXck knRZn aV "SWickeUV" had leW RXW a lRXd gUXnW and had Waken hiV final bUeaWh. 

AV JRVh ZaiWed fRU hiV adUenaline WR VXbVide, he cRXld Vee Whe e[SiUed bXck. SR he finall\ climbed dRZn fURm hiV SeUch and"
aSSURached hiV WURSh\. SXddenl\, WhRXgh. JRVh caXghW mRYemenW RXW Rf Whe cRUneU Rf hiV e\e. TheUe, VWanding a meUe 10
\aUdV aZa\, ZaV a bXck Whe likeV Rf Zhich he'd neYeU Veen! 

The gianW nRn-W\Sical aSSaUenWl\ had UeVSRnded WR Whe gUXnW leW RXW b\ SWickeUV and had cRme WR inYeVWigaWe Whe VRXnd. JRVh
had jXVW XVed hiV Rnl\ Wag, VR he did ZhaW man\ Rf WRda\'V hXnWeUV ma\ haYe dRne: He VlRZl\ Ueached inWR hiV SRckeW fRU hiV
cell ShRne, SXlled iW RXW and WRRk a ShRWR Rf Whe mRnVWeU ZhiWeWail VWanding WheUe. Then he called hiV hXnWing SaUWneU, DeUic
Sieck. 

The daWe ZaV OcW. 22, 2015, and DeUic ZaV in Whe VeaW Rf a cRmbine. The 36-\eaU-Rld famil\ man fURm Fa\eWWe, IRZa, eaUnV
hiV liYing faUming cURSV and UaiVing hRgV Rn Whe famil\ faUm. 

"JRVh ZaV SUeWW\ e[ciWed Zhen he called," DeUic Va\V. "AfWeU he e[Slained all WhaW had Waken Slace, I cRXldn'W ZaiW WR Vee hiV
deeU and WhaW ShRWR Rf Whe biggeU bXck. We had a feeling WheUe ZaV a big bXck Rn WhiV faUm jXVW b\ Whe Za\ Whe RWheU deeU
acWed, bXW XnWil nRZ Ze had nR eYidence Rf iW. SR WhiV had XV bRWh SUeWW\ e[ciWed." 

The faUm in TXeVWiRn ZaV a 400-acUe Siece JRVh and DeUic had UeceiYed SeUmiVViRn WR hXnW in 2013. TheUe ZaV Rne caWch,
WhRXgh: The\ cRXld Rnl\ bRZhXnW Whe SURSeUW\, aV RWheU gURXSV had SeUmiVViRn WR XVe iW dXUing gXn VeaVRn. 
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BaVing hiV deciViRn Rn Whe Vingle cell ShRne ShRWR, DeUic hXnWed Whe bXck haUd fRU Whe UemaindeU Rf bRZ VeaVRn. HRZeYeU,
he neYeU VaZ Whe deeU, eYen Rn WUail cameUa. DeVSiWe cRXnWleVV hRXUV and mileV VeaUching Whe faUm and neighbRUing
SURSeUWieV fRU Whe VhedV, DeUic and JRVh failed WR cRme XS ZiWh an\Whing. IW ZaV aV if Whe deeU had cRmSleWel\ diVaSSeaUed--
RU, ZRUVe \eW, VRmeRne elVe had Waken him. 

DeUic and JRVh had lRng agR decided WR deVignaWe Whe eaVW Vide Rf Whe SURSeUW\ aV a VancWXaU\, agUeeing WR neYeU enWeU Whe
aUea XndeU an\ ciUcXmVWance. BXW nRW knRZing if Whe big bXck ZaV dead RU aliYe, Whe\ decided WR VeW a cRXSle WUail cameUaV
ZiWhin Whe VancWXaU\ in mid-JXl\ 2016. The\ had hRSeV Whe deeU ZaV VWill aliYe, UeaVRning if Rne Rf WhaW calibeU had been
Waken Whe ZRUd ZRXld haYe leaked RXW. The\ figXUed Whe VancWXaU\ ZaV Whe mRVW likel\ Slace WR find WheiU anVZeU. 

The men lefW Whe WUail cameUaV in Whe VancWXaU\ fRU abRXW fRXU ZeekV. DXUing WhiV Wime Whe SURSeUW\ RZneU, ZhR alVR faUmV Whe
land, had been dUiYing hiV SickXS aURXnd Whe aUea and inWR and WhURXgh Whe VancWXaU\ iWVelf. Finall\, DeUic and JRVh, VWill ZiWh
dRXbWV Rf Whe bXck being aliYe, dURYe WheiU SickXS diUecWl\ inWR Whe cenWeU Rf Whe VancWXaU\ WR UeWUieYe WheiU cameUaV. The WZR
ZeUe ViWWing in Whe SickXS, lRRking WhURXgh Whe ShRWRV, VWill in Whe cenWeU Rf Whe VancWXaU\, Zhen WR WheiU VXUSUiVe, a mRnVWeU
nRn-W\Sical aSSeaUed in Whe ShRWRV! TheUe ZaV nR dRXbW Whe deeU ZaV hXge; hRZeYeU, Whe\ bRWh had a haUd Wime belieYing iW
ZaV Whe Vame bXck Whe\ ZeUe lRRking fRU. The deeU ZaV nRZ faU biggeU Whan eiWheU had eYeU imagined him WR be! 

The laVW ShRWR Rf Whe deeU ZaV fURm AXg. 20. The bRZhXnWeUV immediaWel\ decided WR SXll Whe inWeUiRU VancWXaU\ cameUaV bXW
leaYe WhRVe Rn Whe SeUimeWeU. Feeling Whe\ mighW haYe meVVed XS alUead\ b\ being in Whe middle Rf Whe bXck'V Vafe ]Rne,
Whe\ decided WR Wake nR mRUe chanceV. 

ThingV ZeUe ceUWainl\ lRRking XS, and Whe WZR bRZhXnWeUV ZeUe aV e[ciWed aV Whe\'d been in RYeU a \eaU. BXW WheiU e[ciWemenW
ZaV cXUbed Rn SeSW. 1. ThaW'V Zhen Whe landRZneU decided, becaXVe Rf liabiliW\ cRnceUnV, WhaW he'd nR lRngeU allRZ an\
hXnWing fURm WUee VWandV! DeUic and JRVh had nR chRice bXW WR diVWXUb WheiU hXnWing aUea Rnce again, WhiV Wime Rnl\ a mRnWh
befRUe aUcheU\ VeaVRn RSened. NRZ Whe\ had WR Slace VeYeUal gURXnd blindV aURXnd Whe hXnWing aUea. All Whe\ cRXld dR ZaV
hRSe Whe\'d be able WR SXll Rff Whe needed changeV ZiWhRXW diVWXUbing Whe bXck. 

SWa\ing bXV\ haV neYeU been a SURblem fRU DeUic; haYing a Zife and WhUee \RXng kidV Zill keeS a man Rn Whe mRYe. Add in a
fXll-Wime faUming RSeUaWiRn Rn WRS Rf famil\ life and WheUe'V liWWle Wime fRU hXnWing. TR make XS fRU VRme Rf WhaW lRVW Wime, DeUic
and JRVh each headed WR WheiU cRmSXWeUV. 

GRRgle VeaUching "HRZ WR kill a big nRn-W\Sical ZhiWeWail," DeUic leaUned a feZ WhingV. "I'm an e[SeUienced hXnWeU, bXW nRW Rn
280-inch deeU!" he Va\V ZiWh a laXgh. CRmSaUing nRWeV, Whe men leaUned WhaW Rld bXckV geW la]\ and aUe likel\ WR VWa\ clRVe
WR WheiU cRUe aUeaV. ThaW ZaV VRlid infRUmaWiRn. The\ figXUed if Rne Rf Whem ZeUe WR Wake Whe bXck, iW ZRXld be aV he enWeUed
RU lefW Whe VancWXaU\. 

AUcheU\ VeaVRn RSened Rn OcW. 1. BXW dXe WR famil\ and faUming cRmmiWmenWV, iW ZaV Whe afWeUnRRn Rf OcW. 5 befRUe DeUic
cRXld hXnW. IW had Uained a liWWle dXUing midda\, making field enWU\ UelaWiYel\ TXieW. DeUic and JRVh had SeUmiVViRn WR cURVV
SUiYaWe land WR Whe nRUWheaVW fRU enWU\ inWR WheiU hXnWing aUea. WiWh Whe Zind RXW Rf Whe VRXWhZeVW, DeUic had a VilenW and
VcenW-fUee enWU\ WR hiV blind, Zhich ZaV b\ a lRne WUee Rn Whe edge Rf Whe VancWXaU\. (See VidebaU.) 

AV DeUic WRSSed a knRll, he caXghW VighW Rf anWleUV ahead Rf him. The hXge deeU ZaV bedded in CRP gUaVV jXVW RXWVide Whe
VancWXaU\! He ZaV facing VRXWhZeVW and had Whe Zind blRZing inWR hiV face, and DeUic ZaV aSSURaching fURm Whe nRUWh: a
SeUfecW VeWXS. 

BXW iW ZaVn'W meanW WR be; a \RXng 8-SRinWeU ZaV bedded jXVW fiYe \aUdV fURm Whe biggeU deeU. AW a diVWance Rf 25 \aUdV. Whe
\RXngVWeU Sicked XS Rn DeUic'V mRYemenW and bleZ RXW Rf hiV bed, Waking Whe gianW ZiWh him. SR clRVe, \eW VR faU! 

DeUic'V ne[W encRXnWeU ZiWh Whe bXck ZaV Rn Whe eYening Rf OcW. 29, in a VWand SeUfecW fRU a nRUWh Zind. 

"I Ueall\ enjR\ hXnWing Whe end Rf OcWRbeU," he Va\V. "The bXckV aUe UXnning, and UaWWling and calling Veem WR ZRUk WheiU beVW
aW WhiV Wime. AbRXW 3:30, I lRRked inWR a dUaZ in Whe CRP ZheUe WheUe'V a dU\ SRnd, and I VSRWWed Whe bXck UXbbing hiV anWleUV
Rn a WUee," DeUic Va\V. "He ZaV diUecWl\ XSZind Rf me bXW RXW Rf Uange, VR I jXVW ZaWched. SXddenl\, he Zalked aZa\ and
diVaSSeaUed WRZaUd Whe nRUWh. I Ueall\ had WR UeViVW Whe XUge WR call WR him, bXW I held Rff." 

AURXnd 4:30 Whe gianW bXck UeWXUned, WhiV Wime Zalking ZiWhin 85 \aUdV Rf DeUic'V gURXnd blind. He SURceeded WR make a



VcUaSe--bXW Rnce mRUe Zalked Rff WR Whe nRUWh and diVaSSeaUed! 

"Again, I had WR fighW haUd nRW WR call WR him," DeUic Va\V. "BXW iW ZaV VWill faiUl\ eaUl\, VR I figXUed I'd ZaiW iW RXW." 

AURXnd 5:50, ZiWh Whe lighW fading, DeUic decided WR WU\ VRmeWhing diffeUenW. 

"I did a lighW UaWWling VeTXence and gaYe a cRXSle lRZ gUXnWV," he Va\V, "fRllRZed b\ a VnRUW-Zhee]e. SXddenl\, Whe bXck
aSSeaUed aW 175 \aUdV, and ZaV cRming in Rn a VWUing! 

"The bXck gRW ZiWhin 35 \aUdV Rf Whe blind befRUe he became neUYRXV and decided WR ciUcle dRZnZind, ZheUe he caXghW m\
VcenW and bleZ RXW Rf Whe aUea," DeUic Va\V. "I ZaV deYaVWaWed! TR cRme VR clRVe and nRW geW an RSSRUWXniW\ ZaV WRXgh WR
handle. He WRRk me WR big-bXck VchRRl WhaW nighW!" 

WRUUied abRXW RYeUSUeVVXUing Whe bXck, DeUic and JRVh decided WR leaYe Whe aUea alRne fRU a cRXSle ZeekV. IW ZaVn'W XnWil
NRY. 14 WhaW DeUic ne[W hXnWed Whe aUea. ThiV Wime he decided WR bUing alRng a decR\ WR hRSefXll\ dUaZ Whe bXck'V aWWenWiRn. 

AfWeU VeWWing XS Whe decR\ in Whe Vame CRP dUaZ ZheUe hiV laVW encRXnWeU had Waken Slace, DeUic climbed inWR hiV gURXnd
blind and SUeSaUed fRU Whe eYening'V hXnW. BXW he hadn'W eYen VeWWled in Zhen he VaZ Whe gianW UXnning aZa\! 

"The bXck had been bedded neaUb\ and had ZaWched me Whe enWiUe Wime," DeUic Va\V. "All I cRXld dR ZaV ZaWch him UXn
aZa\. AW WhiV SRinW, I WUXl\ felW like giYing XS. I ZaV definiWel\ defeaWed!" 

On NRY. 20, JRVh ZaV hXnWing WhaW dUaZ Zhen he heaUd Whe XnmiVWakable VRXnd Rf an aUURZ being UeleaVed. The VRXnd had
cRme fURm Whe neighbRUing SURSeUW\. He called DeUic and WRld him VRmeRne had jXVW VhRW Whe bXck! The WZR called Whe
neighbRU, ZhR Vaid WhaW, \eV, he'd VhRW aW Whe bXck. BXW he'd miVVed. 

NRY. 21 bURXghW a VRXWheaVW Zind. AURXnd 12:30 S.m., DeUic enWeUed Whe hXnWing aUea fURm Whe nRUWh and began VliSSing
WRZaUd hiV blind, XVing a dU\ cUeek bed WR hide hiV aSSURach. USRn Ueaching a bend in Whe cUeek, Whe bRZ-hXnWeU lRRked XS WR
Vee Whe bXck bedded Rnl\ 80 \aUdV fURm hiV blind! 

"AW WhiV SRinW WheUe ZaV Rnl\ Rne Whing WR dR, and WhaW ZaV WR gURXnd-VWalk him," DeUic Va\V. "I Sicked RXW a WUee and decided if
I cRXld geW WR iW. Id Wake Whe VhRW fURm WheUe." 

AfWeU a meWhRdical VWalk, DeUic Ueached Whe WUee ZiWh Whe bXck VWill XnaZaUe Rf hiV SUeVence. The UangefindeU Uead 43.5 \aUdV.
CaUefXll\ nRcking an aUURZ and dUaZing hiV bRZ, DeUic VeWWled in fRU hiV VhRW Rf a lifeWime. And iW ZaV WUXe, aV Whe aUURZ
SeneWUaWed bRWh lXngV! 

The bXck lXnged WR hiV feeW and VSed WR a VWeeS embankmenW chRked ZiWh XndeUgURZWh. The YegeWaWiRn caXghW in hiV anWleUV
and YiUWXall\ VWRSSed him in hiV WUackV. NRW Waking a chance, DeUic UeleaVed a VecRnd aUURZ aW 35 \aUdV. ThiV Rne alVR made
a diUecW hiW WR Whe YiWalV, and ZiWhin VecRndV Whe bXck ZaV dRne. 

"I didn'W knRZ ZhaW WR dR!" DeUic Va\V. "TheUe ZeUe VR man\ WhingV I ZanWed WR dR, bXW Whe WhRXghWV and ideaV came VR faVW I
ended XS dRing nRWhing! I eYenWXall\ laid m\ bRZ dRZn, bXW I jXVW VWRRd WheUe fRU a lengWh Rf Wime. I ZaV XWWeUl\ VSeechleVV
and cRmSleWel\ ZiWhRXW WhRXghW. I ZaV liWeUall\ nXmb! 

"EYenWXall\ I VWaUWed WR Uegain VRme cRmSRVXUe, and UealiW\ VWaUWed WR VeW in," he Va\V. "I kneZ I'd jXVW killed Whe biggeVW deeU I
ZRXld eYeU Wake, and SURbabl\ eYeU Vee! ThiV deeU had menWall\ abXVed me! TR haYe iW all cRme WRgeWheU like iW did, WhiV ZaV
nRWhing clRVe WR hRZ I'd WhRXghW iW ZRXld haSSen! 

"I Ueall\ WRRk m\ Wime dUagging him RXW b\ m\Velf," DeUic nRWeV. "I WUied WR Wake fXll adYanWage Rf Whe mRmenW and jXVW abVRUb
aV mXch aV I cRXld. I kneZ WhiV ZRXld neYeU haSSen again, VR I did eYeU\Whing I cRXld WR Ueall\ enjR\ m\Velf." 

In IRZa, iW WakeV a hXge deeU WR WXUn headV. BXW DeUic'V bXck Zill WXUn headV an\ZheUe. He haV 35 meaVXUable SRinWV ViWWing
Rn a gURVV 206 2/8-inch 6[6 W\Sical fUame neWWing 200 0/8. Add Whe 82 2/8 incheV Rf nRn-W\Sical gURZWh and Whe neW PRSe &
YRXng enWU\ VcRUe cRmeV WR an ama]ing 282 2/8. 

ThiV VcRUe makeV DeUic'V deeU nRW Rnl\ Whe ZRUld'V WRS bRZ bXck Rf '16, bXW alVR NR. 2 RYeUall fRU Whe \eaU. (NR. 1 ZaV
SWeShen TXckeU'V 312 0/8-inch mX]]lelRadeU bXck fURm TenneVVee, Whe higheVW-VcRUing ZhiWeWail eYeU VhRW b\ a hXnWeU.) 

The Sieck bXck alVR cRXld be TRS 3 in P&Y. Mike BeaWW\'V 294 0/8 fURm OhiR iV Whe bRZ ZRUld UecRUd. Dan CRffman'V 287
5/8-incheU, alVR fURm OhiR, ZaV VhRW WZR \eaUV agR. BRWh WhaW deeU and DeUic'V aUe eligible fRU Sanel jXdging in '19.) 

BXW ZhaW'V SeUhaSV mRVW ama]ing iV WhaW, in Whe hiVWRU\ Rf ZhiWeWail hXnWing, nR bXck RXWVcRUing DeUic'V haV been Waken Rn a
VWalk. And WhaW'V fRU all ZeaSRnV. DeUic didn'W Slan WR VWalk hiV bXck WhaW da\, bXW WhaW'V hRZ iW WXUned RXW. 



In UeYieZing DeUic'V VWRU\, I'm Ueminded Rf a SaUWial TXRWe fURm legendaU\ hRcke\ cRach HeUb BURRkV. HiV VSeech giYen WR Whe
1980 U.S. Ol\mSic Weam SUiRU WR Sla\ing Whe SRZeUfXl SRYieW Weam began ZiWh, "GUeaW mRmenWV aUe bRUn fURm gUeaW
RSSRUWXniWieV." I haYe a feeling DeUic Sieck ZRXld agUee! 

FYI ON THE WEB 

RenRZned Zildlife aUWiVW LaUU\ Zach iV ZRUking Rn a SUinW feaWXUing Whe Sieck bXck. FRU deWailV Rn LaUU\'V ZhiWeWail SUinWV, YiViW:
]achZildlifeaUW.cRm. 

BY DAN COLE

DE5IC 6IECK B8CK 
 
6FRUDEOH SRLQWV     35 (175, 18L)          7RWDO OHQJWK 
7LS-WR-WLS VSUHDG         10 3/8           RI DEQRUPDO 
GUHDWHVW VSUHDG           29 3/8           SRLQWV: 82 2/8 
IQVLGH VSUHDG             22 6/8 
 
AUHDV MHDVXUHG            5LJKW       LHIW     DLIIHUHQFH 
 
MDLQ BHDP                 26 3/8     26 3/8      -- 
1VW SRLQW (G-1)            7 5/8      9 1/8       1 4/8 
2QG SRLQW (G-2)           12 4/8     10 7/8       1 5/8 
3UG SRLQW (G-3)           11 4/8     11 4/8      -- 
4WK SRLQW (G-4)            9 2/8      8 1/8       1 1/8 
5WK SRLQW (G-5)            4 4/8      5 6/8       1 2/8 
1VW FLUF. (H-1)            5 1/8      5 3/8         2/8 
2QG FLUF. (H-2)            5 0/8      5 1/8         1/8 
3UG FLUF. (H-3)            4 5/8      4 6/8         1/8 
4WK FLUF. (H-4)            4 7/8      5 1/8         2/8 
7RWDOV                    91 3/8     92 1/8       6 2/8 
GURVV W\SLFDO VFRUH                             206 2/8 
6XEWUDFW VLGH-WR-VLGH                            -6 2/8 
GLIIHUHQFHV 
AGG DEQRUPDO SRLQWV                            + 82 2/8 
FI1AL 1E7 121-7<3ICAL                           282 2/8 
6C25E 
 
DHULF DUURZHG WKLV ZLGH, KLJKO\ V\PPHWULFDO QRQ-W\SLFDO LQ IRZD'V 
FD\HWWH CRXQW\ RQ 1RY. 21,2016. 
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