
Th e Green Th umb: Pecan TreesThe

Thumb

PlantMeGreen.com Presents

Pecan Trees
BREAK DOWN

Scientifi c Name: Carya illinoinensis
Mature Height: 66-131 feet (depending on variant)
Soil Preference: Well-drained deep soil is best, however, trees will grow in many soil types
Sun Preference: Full Sun
Self-Pollinating: No
USDA Hardiness Zones: 6-9

INTRODUCTION
The Pecan Tree is a sun-loving tree 

that has been around for centuries. It 
produces nuts which can be eaten fresh 
off  the tree, or added to recipes. Pecan 
tress are not self-pollinating, meaning 
they require another pecan of  a different 
variety to be planted within .5 miles of  it 
in order to produce pecans. 

POLLINATION
Pecan trees rely on the wind to pollinate. This is why during particularly rainy bloom years are also gen-

erally low crop years. The rain hinders pollen’s ability to move in the wind, from one tree to another.  
There are two types of  pecan trees: Type 1 & Type 2. In order for a pecan tree to be properly pollinated, 

there should be at least one of  each type within each half-mile. 

PLANTING

BARE ROOT

Trees are shipped while they are dormant for the winter during Bare root sea-
son, which is from the middle of  December through March. To plant a bare root 
pecan, the following steps can be used:

1. Dig a hole 8-10 inches in diameter, and 18-20 inches deep. Scar the sides of  
the hole to ensure that the soil will not pack against the sides of  the hole, which 
can damage the roots later on.

2. Cut the taproot to fi t the hole; this will encourage root growth. It is import-
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ant that you plant tree at the same depth it was at the nursery. Use the soil line on the tree as a guide. Then, 
place the tree into the hole with the graft facing the south side. 

3. Pack the soil back into the hole and around the base of  the tree. Be sure you pack the soil tight so there 
are no air pockets around the roots. You may need more soil than was originally in the hole in order to cover 
the tree correctly.

4. Once the tree is planted, cut one third to one half  off  of  the top of  the tree to encourage growth and 
have a healthy root to shoot ratio. 

5. Water the tree thoroughly to further ensure there are no air pockets around the roots. Air pocks around 
the root system can be very damaging, and sometimes kill the tree.

POTTED PECANS

In order to plant potted pecan trees, use the following steps:
1. Dig a hole that is roughly 3 times wider than the pot, and the same depth as the root ball.
2. Remove the pecan from the pot, and loosen the root ball (be very gentle!)
3. Place the pecan tree in the hole, and fi ll the hole with soil, gently packing it down.
4. Thoroughly water the tree to ensure the soil is packed down well, and to further eliminate air pockets.

WATER
The fi rst year is very important in watering your pecan tree. This will help it as it is establishing it’s root 

system during the fi rst year, which will allow it to grow larger as it matures. Water the tree twice a week; soak 
the soil well, so that the root gets a fair amount of  water. Pecan trees need about an inch of  water a week in 
order for them to properly grow and produce. During dry times, it is especially important that you provide a 
way for your pecan tree to receive an ample amount of  water.

FERTILIZATION
Fertilization of  your pecan tree is very important. The fertilizer you choose needs to contain: iron, man-

ganese, zinc, magnesium, boron, molybdenum, and copper. Use the table below to know how much to apply 
at each age:

YEAR 1 YEAR 2+
10-10-10 with minerals 1 lb (2-3 cups) 3 lbs per each inch of  trunk 

diameter (measuring above the 
graft point and at least 12 inches 
from the ground

Espoma Citrus Tone 
(organic)

6 cups 10 cups for 2 years old (4-6 ft) 
18 cups for 7-9 ft tree
24 cups for tree over 9 ft

Spread the fertilizer evenly under the tree, about 3-5 feet out from the trunk. Be sure to leave a 5 inch 
buffer around the base of  the trunk. Fertilization should be done two times a year, in early March or June. 
Never fertilize after August! This will encourage growth during the time the tree should be dormant, and 
could leave the tree vulnerable to the damaging cold temperatures of  winter.

PRUNING & CARE
Pruning is very healthy for a tree, as it encourages upward growth, and opens the trunk up to let in more 
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light and air. You can remove dead, crossing, or damaged branches as needed.

HARVEST
Harvesting your pecans is one of  the easiest parts of  owning a pecan 

tree. All you have to do is wait for the nuts to drop off  the tree, and pick 
them up off  the ground! If  you pick them off  of  the tree before they are 
ready, they may not be ripe enough. 

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT PECAN TREES:

I PLANTED MY PECAN TREE 1-12 MONTHS AGO, BUT IT DOESN’T SEEM TO BE GROWING. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO?

When a tree is transplanted, it must re-establish it’s 
root base so that it can have a sturdy structure under it 
to support a mature tree. This root establishment gen-
erally occurs during the fi rst 6-12 months after being 
transplanted. There is usually little to no upward growth 
during this time.

There is, however, still a possibility that your tree has 
transplant shock, or has died, so, to ensure your tree is 
still alive, you can do a “scratch test.” This test can be 
done by scratching the top layer of  bark off  the tree, 
to see what it looks like underneath. If  the tee is green 
under the bark, then it is still alive, and should begin upward growth after 6-12 months. However, if  the tree 
has no green under the bark at all, please give us a call at (850) 270-0511, so our tree experts can discuss some 
common problems and solutions with you. 

WHY DO I HAVE TO HAVE 2 PECAN TREES? I ONLY WANT ONE!
Pecan trees are not self-pollinating. This means that they need pollen from another variety of  pecan tree 

in order to produce nuts. Having 2 types of  pecan trees within a half-mile from each other will allow the two 
to cross-pollinate through the wind. During particularly wet years, pollen can’t move as well. This means that 
your pecan crop may be smaller than usual.
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