
   Blueberry 

 
Intro 

 Not only one of the easiest but also one of the most rewarding things a home owner can 

grow is blueberries. They require very little effort to grow and maintain, and are also very disease 

and drought resistant.  Now we are able to choose from many different varieties of blueberries 

thanks to the recent studies from the Universities of Florida and Georgia. In the paragraphs 

below we will tell you the best ways to prepare your soil, plant correctly, and maintain your 

delicious blueberries.  

 

Planning & Planting 

Planning- When picking a location for your tree, try to find a well-drained area with 

sandy loam soil. This is the best for blueberries, but as long as there is good drainage your tree 

should thrive. Place your tree in full sun for the best growth and production rate. Avoid frost 

pockets- trees may be damaged by unseasonable frosts. 

Planting- Blueberries require acid soil (pH 4.5-5.5). If you are in doubt about the acidity of 

your soil, take a sample to the Cooperative Extension Agent in your county for testing. 

Blueberries will not grow in soil with a pH above 5.5. Adjust soil acidity as necessary with 

powdered sulfur and iron sulfate. DO NOT USE ALUMINUM SULFATE, as this material is toxic to 

blueberries. In the area you plant your blueberries, it is advisable to till in some form of acidic 

organic matter, like ground rotted pine bark or oak leaves.   

 Now dig a hole about three times the size of your pot and the same depth as the root 

ball. Set the soil you have dug out aside and mix it 50/50 with peat moss. Do not use mushroom 

compost or manure in your planting hole or as mulch. You can make your plants sick or even kill 



them. Remove the plant from its pot and gently loosen the root ball. Place the plant in the 

planting hole and replace the soil with the mix 50/50 and gently pack down the dirt. To avoid 

planting to deep make sure the plant is at a position with the top most roots at the soil line.  Next 

we need to thoroughly water the tree to settle the roots and eliminate air pockets. DO NOT PUT 

FERTILIZER IN THE PLANTING HOLE!  Only apply fertilizer at the correct time of year.  

 If desired, construct a water basin at the base of the tree about 36 inches in diameter. 

Blueberries are very shallow rooted , like azaleas. Mulch in the spring & fall time should be about 

4-6 inches deep. (acid mulch, pine bark or oak leaves))Keep mulch a few inches away from the 

trunk of the tree. Do not mulch with mushroom compost.   

 Spacing for blueberries depends upon the desired use in the landscape.  Bushes can be 

planted individually or in a hedgerow. If planting a hedgerow space 5-6 feet apart with rows 10-

12 feet apart. If planting bushes individually, place plants for cross pollination no more than 10 

feet apart. Remove all flowers the first year to encourage more growth.  

 

Fertilization 

 Chemical or organic, whatever you may choose makes sure that it contains iron, zinc, 

manganese, magnesium, molybdenum, copper and boron. These elements are crucial to the 

plants growth. Application rates may vary. See chart below: 

 Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 and for 

HEDGE ROW 

PLANTINGS 

10-8-8 (with 

minerals) for 

Azalea/ 

Camellias 

½ cup per plant 

in late February, 

late May and 

late July 

1 cup per plant 

in late February, 

late May and 

late July 

2 cups per plant 

in late February, 

late May and 

late July.  

4 cups for every 

4ft of row. 

Spread fertilizer in 

a 4ft wide band 

down the row in 

late February, 

late May and 

late July. 

Espoma Holly 

Tone (Organic) 

1 ½ cup per 

plant in late Feb., 

late May and 

late July. 

2 ½ cup per 

plant in late Feb., 

late May and 

late July. 

4 cups per plant 

in late Feb, late 

May and late 

July. 

6-10 cups for 

every 4ft of row. 

Spread fertilizer in 

a 4ft wide band 

down the row in 

late Feb. late 

May and late 

July. 

 

Be careful to spread the fertilizer evenly over the blueberry’s root zone and water it in well. 

Blueberries form suckers and the plant expands each year, the amount of fertilizer applied 

increases each year until the 4th year after planting.   



 In Zones 8-9 fertilize 3 times a year, in late February, late May and late July/ early August. 

NEVER FERTILIZE AFTER AUGUST as this will promote new growth late in the year which will be 

subject to freeze damage.  

 If your young blueberries aren’t growing, they may be stalled. If this is the case, try to 

supplement your fertilizer with a liquid fertilizer (like Miracid). Spray them once a week for a 

month, if they still haven’t grown 6 inches continue treatment. If a blueberry does not doubt in 

size its first year, it will be stunned.  

 

Water 

 For the first year it is a critical time for your new blueberry. It has not had time to establish 

itself yet and therefore is not as strong as an older tree. To prevent the tree from dying, it must be 

watered twice a week on light soil and once a week on clay soil. Be sure to soak the entire root 

system deeply, this will take about 45-60 minutes. For best growth and production, blueberries 

should receive at least one inch of water a week. Since blueberries are so shallow rooted, we 

recommend that irrigation be installed when u first plant your blueberries. Blueberries should be 

watered especially during dry spells, water is mandatory. If not properly watered during dry 

spells, fruit may drop pre-maturely.   Keep at least 4 feet around the blueberry clear of grass and 

weeds, for less competition for water.  

 

Pruning 

 Until year 3, pruning blueberries is unnecessary. During this time remove damaged limbs. 

Cut any leggy growth so the plant will bush up. Make all cuts flush with the limb or the next 

largest branch. Don’t not leave stubs. All heavy thinning cuts should be made in the dormat 

season.   

 

Insect & Disease Control 

 Blueberries have few disease or insect problems. Occasionally caterpillars can be a 

problem and may be controlled with products containing B+ ( Bacillus Thuringiensis. 

 

 

 

 



Mouth-watering Blueberries 

Blueberry Cobbler 

What You Need: 

2 pints blueberries  

1/3 cup plus ¼ cup granulated sugar 

1 ½ cups plus 1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 

¼ teaspoon kosher salt 

1 teaspoon grated lemon zest 

6 tablespoons cold unsalted butter, cut into pieces 

 2 cups heavy cream 

 

Next: 

Heat oven to 375˚F. In a shallow 1 ½-quart baking dish or a 9-inch deep-dish pie plate, toss the 

blueberries, 1/3 cup sugar, and 1 tablespoon flour. 

In a medium bowl, combine the baking powder, salt, lemon zest, and the remaining flour and 

sugar. 

Add the butter and blend with your fingers or 2 knives until coarse crumbs form. Add ¾ cup plus 

2 tablespoons cream and mix until a shaggy dough forms.  

Drop mounds of dough over the blueberry mixture. Bake until the berries are bubbling and the 

top is golden, 35 to 40 minutes. Serve with the remaining cream for drizzling, if desired.  

 

Blueberry Salsa 

What You Need: 

2 cups coarsely chopped fresh blueberries 

1 cup whole fresh blueberries 

¼ cup fresh lemon juice 

3 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro 

2 jalapeño peppers, seeded and minced 

1/3 cup diced red bell pepper 

½ teaspoon kosher salt 

 

Next: 

Toss together coarsely chopped fresh blueberries, whole fresh blueberries, fresh lemon juice, 

chopped fresh cilantro. Seeded and minced jalapeño peppers, diced red bell pepper, and 

kosher salt in a large bowl. Serve immediately, or cover and chill for 8 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blueberry 

Zone Cultivar Est. Chill Hours Fruit Season Flesh Color Pollination Comments 

5-10 Sunshine Blue 150 mid May- 

mid June 

medium, 

rich dark 

blue 

Self fertile semi-dwarf, 

good container 

plant 

8-10 Jewel 200 mid April- 

early May 

large, 

light blue 

Sapphire 

Emerald 

Southern 

Highbush 

7-9 Brightwell 350-400 early June medium, 

deep blue 

partially self 

Austin 

Powder Blue 

Rabbit Eye 

6-9 Climax 400-450 mid June medium, 

dark blue 

Austin 

Tifblue 

Rabbit Eye 

7-9 Austin 450-550 early June large 

dark blue 

Brightwell 

Climax 

Rabbit Eye 

7-9 Tifblue 550-600 late June- 

July 

large 

light blue 

Brightwell 

Powder Blue 

Rabbit Eye 

6-9 Home Bell 550-650 June medium, 

dark blue 

Tifblue 

Powder Blue 

Rabbit Eye 

7-9 Powder Blue 550-650 late June- 

early July 

medium, 

light powder 

blue 

Home Bell 

Tifblue 

Rabbit Eye 

4-7 Duke Highbush 800-1200 early season small-med. 

light blue 

 Northern 

Highbush 

3-7 Jersey Highbush 800-1200 late June- 

early July 

medium, 

rich dark 

blue 

 Northern 

Highbush 

4-8 Pink Lemonade 500 late July- 

early August 

medium, 

sweet, pink 

Self fertile vigorous 

5' tall & wide 

 
 
 

* All Rabbiteye will pollinate Rabbiteye. 

* All Southern Highbush pollinate Southern Highbush. 

 
PLANTING PER ACRE: 

5 by 10 feet = 870 plants per acre 

4 by 10 feet = 1090 plants per acre 

Because most reabbiteye blueberries require cross-pollination for 

maximum fruit set, plant a minimum of two cultivars with a similar 

chilling requirement in an alternating row pattern in each field. 

(example:   A-B-A-B  or  A-A-B-A-A-B  or  A-A-B-B) 
 


