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The Zuni Youth Enrichment Project (ZYEP) founded in 2008 is a non profit

organization who has offered the Zuni community members a wide variety

of events and activities. ZYEP’s main goal is to promote the resilience of

Zuni youth so they will grow into strong healthy adults connected to Zuni

traditions. ZYEP provides a large range of events including the annual

summer camp, along with year-round sports, art, nutrition, and gardening.

ZYEP’s agriculture efforts are guided by ZYEP’ Agriculture committee consisting of

community members passionate about agriculture. Together, our main goal is to bring the Zuni

community together around agriculture and water conservation within the community. Another

big goal of ours is to help rejuvenate a tradition of food sovereignty by planting with seeds that

are arid land, tribal, non-GMO, or organic, and most importantly include the Zuni youth in every

aspect of the agricultural process.

In the fall of 2018, ZYEP’s Hon A:wan (“belonging to

all of us”) park was formed, prior to having the Hon

A:wan park and garden most garden work with the youth

was done at summer camps located at local school sites.

During the 2019 planting season over 100 Zuni youth

planted at the Hon A:wan park for the first time, planting

flowers and vegetables which the ZYEP

Nutrition/Agriculture staff (which is now known as the Food sovereignty staff) then cared and

showed love to the plants through the rest of the gardening season.

For the 2020 gardening season, our goal was to garden in person but due to the

COVID-19 pandemic we were forced to find an alternative. With Native Seeds Community

Grant and other funders such as the Native American Agriculture Fund, we were able to continue

our youth interaction while complying with the social-distancing rules. This gave us an

opportunity to help the Zuni community while promoting food sovereignty along with water

conservation. In the year of 2020, we were able to distribute 120 rain harvesting barrels and 120
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garden kits which included mini garden tools, water reuse bin, soil and seeds from Native Seeds.

ZYEP also grew a variety of Native seeds in hopes of sharing back.

With the COVID-19 pandemic still at large in 2021,

we took our alternatives from 2020 and continued

building off those ideas for the new year. We found

that the Zuni community really enjoyed and

appreciated the garden kits so we wanted to

continue that in 2021. For 2021 we distributed 100

garden kits which included mini garden tools

(different from last year), water reuse bins, soil, and

seeds from Native seeds with the addition of straw to help with water evaporation during the hot

summer months. Helping the community is something we all enjoy doing and we wanted to

establish more communication between the garden families and ZYEP. By doing so, we put

together our very first Agriculture Support Team. Agriculture is the heart of the Zuni people and

it has been the foundation of survival from the

beginning of emergence. The Agriculture

Support Team supported and strengthened those

teachings. The team consisted of 6 individuals

who were passionate about agriculture. They

helped the community rejuvenate a vital part of

the Zuni people which has become dormant over

time. The duties of the Ag Support Team were to

assist Zuni community members, who received

garden kits, if they had any questions or concerns during the growing season.

We wanted as much interaction between the Ag Support Team and the community

members as possible. Each ag support member received an average of 16 families to assist

throughout the growing season. For the 2021 growing season, we supported the families by

continuing the distribution of rain collection barrels to registered families. The biggest request

from the previous year was for bigger barrels. Families collected so much rain water and the 55
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gallon barrels filled very quickly within a short amount of time. The feedback from the

community prompted ZYEP to get bigger barrels. In 2021 that's

exactly what we did. ZYEP purchased one hundred, 100 gallon rain

barrels for the garden families. During the initial garden kit

registration, the families had a choice of choosing either a rain

barrel or a gutter kit. The Ag Support Team was a big part of this

process. The rain barrels were delivered to the ZYEP park and the

Ag Support Team messaged their assigned families to select dates

and times for delivery. Not only did the garden families get garden

kits, they also got rain barrels hand delivered to them from their Ag

Support Team member. Throughout the growing season, the Ag

Support Team kept in contact with the garden families. The growing season was ready to come

to an end and we did not want to leave the families so abruptly. In late September, the Ag

Support Team scheduled one last visit with the garden families. The final visit of the year was to

close out the season on a positive note and to see how their gardens did this year. During the

visit, the families had the opportunity to showcase their gardens, regardless whether they had a

successful growing season or not. To commemorate the youth and their families for their

outstanding efforts in reviving a vital Zuni tradition, ZYEP gifted the families with a souvenir.

The souvenir was a picture of the family and youth with their gardens which was framed. The

photo also had a banner that read, “Proud to be a Shiwi (Zuni) Farmer,” across the bottom.
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Along with the garden kits and rain barrels, there was plenty

going on within the agriculture spectrum. The Ag Support Team’s

primary focus was to concentrate on the garden families and assist

in any way they could. ZYEP’s Food Sovereignty team was

tackling all other activities

within the community. We try

our best to teach food sovereignty through many programs such

as summer camp, family cook night, seed saving call, garden

show and tell, Eat Smart to Play Hard and Zuni middle school

nutrition classes. All these programs are important to us

because it shows how important food sovereignty is. With all

these other programs going on we estimate to have reached over

800 youth.

As the year drew to a close, so did the gardening season. This past year ZYEP was very

fortunate to  have harvested an abundance of produce from the Hon A:wan park garden. From

the Hon A:wan garden we were able to harvest and seed save with Hopi Blue corn, Hopi purple

beans, cilantro, tomatillos, cucumbers,  squash, and Carrots. All the seeds we saved from the

garden will be distributed to the Zuni community during the next garden kit distribution. As the

new year of 2022 starts we plan to build off our ideas in hopes of making this year's gardening

season even better than last years. ZYEP plans on reapplying for the grant as Native Seeds

helped inspire many Zuni youth to see the importance of food sovereignty and connect the youth

to Zuni traditions.

Sincerely,

ZYEP’s Food Sovereignty Staff:

Jessica Quinlan: Food sovereignty Coordinator

Brittny Seowtewa: Food Sovereignty Specialist

Zachary James: Water Conservation Specialist

Kenzi Bowekaty: Food Sovereignty Leader

Junior Haloo: Food Sovereignty Leader

https://www.zyep.org/food-sovereignty/

https://www.zyep.org/food-sovereignty/

