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the Seedhead News 
We're on the move 

to a new home 
by Kevin Gaither-BanchofT 
Development Director 

Since 1986 Native Seeds/SEARCH Our parting from TBG is a friendly 
has maintained an office, distribu- one and will not be the end of our 
tion center, retail store and demon- work together. Indeed, we will main-
stration garden at the Tucson tain our TBG demonstration garden, 
Botanical Gardens (TBG). Each continue as co-sponsor of the 1997 
year we continue to add more mem- La Fiesta de Los Chiles, and collabo
bers, distribute more heirloom seeds rate on other joint educational and 
to native farmers and gardeners, sell outreach activities. 
more traditional desert foods, books Our new home is located at 526 
and crafts, expand programs and 

North Fourth Avenue, just north of 
staff, and field more requests for downtown Tucson in the arts and 
information and assistance. At crafts district. This site will house 
times both staff and visitors to our 
TBG offices practically fall over 
one another because of the lack of 
available work space. As a result of 
this growth, we must relocate to a 
bigger and better home. 

As we prepare to leave our longtime 

home, we have many pleasant mem
ories of our years here at TBG: 

· . . La Fiesta de Los Chiles ten 
times over, celebrating chile pep
pers in the foods, gardens, folklore 
and arts of the many cultures 
around the southwest and the world. 
· . . yearly San Juan's Day celebra

tions welcoming the summer mon
soon rams. 

· . . herb fairs, open houses, and 
spring seed days. 
· . . fabulous native foods potlucks. 

Single issue price $2.00 

our expanded retail store and mu
seum, which will be open to the pub
lic five days a week starting July 1. 
Seedbank and administrative offices 
will be located at our Sylvester 
House, while Distribution, Develop
ment, Diabetes and support staff will 
all move to 4th Avenue. Thanks to 
our new location, we can play a more 
active role in the community- shar
ing our message with thousands of 
potential new members, customers, 
collaborators and friends- while 
also increasing our self reliance, ex
posure' and ability to support our 
programs. This home will be the 
"seed" for a new era. 

continued on page 2 
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Tucson 
(520) 622-5561 
Fax 622-5591 

Store Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Grand Opening 
July 19 

6 - 10 p.m. 
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Wish list 
for our new store 
To make our new home complete, 
we're asking for: 

• printer (laser or inkjet-one of 
ours just died) 

• bookcases 

• 4-drawer file cabinets 

• new or used CD-playing 
boombox 

• answering machines 

• plain paper fax machine 

• office chairs 

• vacuum cleaner 

• computers (� 486) 

• 2x4 and 2x6 work tables 

• window alc unit with the 
"new" freon 

• microwave 

If you can help with any of these 
items, please contact Krishna or 
Kevin at the new phone number, 
622-5561. Thanks. 

We're on the move 
As locals will know, in addition to 
being a high-traffic shopping dis
trict, the new spot promises to be a 
fun one to frequent. Those of you in 
the habit of visiting us at TBG can 
console yourselves- while you 
may miss the flowers and shade, 
you can delight in our new proxim
ity to enticing eateries, trend
defying galleries and well-stocked 
thrift stores. Just think of the fun 
we'll have during those 4th Avenue 
Street Fairs! Non-Tucsonans should 
know that the new site sits between 
(and close to) downtown Tucson 
and the University of Arizona. It's 
served by Sun Tran and a real trol
ley car and is convenient to the 
Speedway exit off 1- 10. (Just take 
Speedway east a few blocks to 4th 
A venue and head south one-half 
mile.) 

Currently, NS/S staff, board mem
bers, volunteers and DBC, Inc. are 
completing the renovations to the 
new location. We started with a 
large 1,900 square foot room, and 
are now tearing down plaster to ex
pose old adobe, putting in new air 
conditioning, electrical outlets, par
titions and shelving. We still have a 
ways to go before our July 19 

continued from page J 
Grand Opening (see back cover for 
details), with lots of laughs, good 
food, and sore hands on the schedule. 

While substantial amounts of time 
and materials have been donated by 
N SIS volunteers, board members, 
staff,-and local businesses, we still 
have--many expenses. In total, renova
tion and moving costs will add up to 
almost $20,000. Can you help us 
cover these costs? Please take a 
minute to fill out the return card be
low, joining us again in supporting 
our conservation and environmental 
educ,ation efforts. 

Our work is impossible without the 
strong and loyal support of friends 
like you. We believe this move will be 
an integral and vitally important part 
of sustaining our growth for the fu
ture. Again, as we've said many 
times in the past, thanks for your ded
ication to and belief in our work. 

Please bear with us this summer. 
During the transition it will take us a 
little longer than usual to process 
orders and return phone calls. 
Though our projected opening date 
is July J, 1997, we may need a little 
more time to get settled. 

-

Yes! I support the efforts of Native Seeds/SEARCH to preserve endangered native crops. Please use my gift to 
help renovate and relocate to the new NS/S office/distribution center/retail store at 526 N. Fourth Avenue. 

Total Pledge: __ $50 $100 $250 $500 $1000 Other $ -- -- --
Cheek enclosed for $ -

- Please bill me for the remainder: _ 1 payment of $ 
_ 2 payments of $ 

I'd like to volunteer at the new store. Please call me. -

Name (s) 
Address 

Phone(s) 

-- -- --

on (date) 
on and (dates) 

�. 
Payment method: 0 Check 0 Money Order 

Credit card: 0 VISA 0 MasterCard 0 Discover 
Card no. Exp. Date __ 

Signature 
�------.,--�----- --_._-----_._----

Return to: Native Seeds/SEARCH, 2509 North Campbell #325, Tucson AZ 85719. Thanks for your support! 
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Cultural 
Memory 
Bank 
deposits 
are 

• growing 

Native crop photo

documentation accompa

nies oral histories in the 

Cultural Memory Bank. 

Native Seeds/SEARCH's Cultural 
Memory Bank is designed to collect, 
record and organize cultural and his
toric data about each crop variety in 
our seed bank-recognizing the 
valuable links that exist between 

people and plants. 

Work on the Cultural Memory Bank 
has been flying along, thanks to a 
number of very dedicated folks! Ya
jaira Gray, NS/S data manager, con
tinues to develop the database by en
tering new data, proofing and stan
dardizing everything (there are cur

rently 1777 accessions in the 
database), scanning and cropping 

photographs, redesigning tables, and 
then checking to see it still works! 
Jerry Henzel, our computer consul-

tant, continues to design the computer 
program itself and always receives 
our frantic phone calls: "I don't know 
what 1 did, but ... " or "how do I. .. " 
with a chuckle and an answer. Many 
thanks to both of them, without whom 
this project would be in trouble! 

We have added two new faces to the 
roster of folks working on the CMB. 

Jacquie Kahn and Janice Rosenberg 
have both recently joined us and will 

help facilitate the interview process 
with traditional farmers. Jacquie was 
a high-school science teacher on the 
Navajo Reservation for five years and 
has recently been working on a pro
ject that involves interviewing Hia 
Ced O'odham (The Sand People) el
ders. Janice has been working with 

community schools in Desemboque 
and Punta Chueca, Sonora getting 
children involved in the interviewing 
and documenting of oral histories 
and traditional knowledge of Seri 
elders. 

We are also very excited to have re
cently conducted interviews in north
western Mexico, including a farmer 

in northern Sonora, two Mayo farm
ers in southern Sonora, and two 
Mayo farmers and their sister in 
northern Sinaloa. This fall we plan 
on conducting interviews with T 0-
hono 0' odham, Navajo, Mayo, Mt. 
Pima and Tarahumara farmers. 

Suzanne Nelson 
Director o/ Collections 

and Conservation 

Memory bank joins th e list of on-going projects 
This issue of the Seedhead News highlights two of the many programs underway at NS/S. (Check the center spread 

on Proyecto de Recursos Tarahumara.) Other projects include: 
• Seed distribution to farmers and gardeners around the world (free to Native Americans in our region). 

• The Desert Foods for Diabetes project works to promote the production and consumption of traditional desert 
plant foods to combat diabetes, a major health problem among Native Americans. 

• In collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service, we have developed a proposal for a "wild chile botanical area." 

Your contributions, catalog purchases and membership dues support these and future conservation projects. 



News from 
Distribution 
Change is in the air in the Distribu
tion Department: new catalog, new 
personnel, new food items, new 
store and new hours. 

Our Monsoon Catalog has been 
mailed off to everyone. Thank you 
Bill Singleton for taking over the 
desktop publishing of our catalog. 
We especially like the borders at the 
top of each page telling whether 
seeds, foods, books or crafts are 
found below. Thanks also to Felipe 
Molina, who drew the rainy season 
cover of the catalog, and Bettina 
Martin, who rendered our new 
storefront (without the thousands of 
customers on the sidewalk) for the 
back cover, which we're repeating 
on the back of this newsletter. Do 
you like the new catalog format? 
Let us know what you think. 

The much anticipated move has 
been completed, and we are now 
comfortably nestled into our new 
home at 526 N. 4th Avenue. We're 
offering exciting new products in a 
much roomier setting and look for
ward to seeing you there. Our mail
ing address will remain 2509 N. 
Campbell Ave. # 325, Tucson, AZ 
857 19. 

We are expanding volunteer oppor
tunities along with hours at our new 
location. The retail area will now be 
open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with exciting 
jobs for volunteers during all those 
hours. If you are interested in help

ing out in the retail sales area or 
with the traditional herb and seed 
packaging, call Junie at 622-5561. 

Don't forget to join us for our 

Grand Opening, July 19 from 6 
until 10 p.m. 
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Junie Hostetler 

Distribution Manager 

Lemon Bas il and Tomat o Pasta 

This recipe from Junie 
Hostetler uses the ever popu
lar Mrs. Bums' Famous 
Lemon Basil, currently avail
able from the Summer 1997 
Monsoon Catalog. This vari
ety of basil has been grown 
for 60 years in southeastern 
New Mexico. It is an Old 
World introduction that read
ily reseeds. Plant in spring 
and summer in both low and 
high desert areas. 

1 large clove garlic, chopped 

1 2  oz. fresh tomatoes, seeded 

114 cup fresh lemon basil, lightly packed 

2 teaspoons olive oil 

1/8 teaspoon salt 

pepper to taste 

8 oz. cheese-filled tortellini 

2 tablespoons pine nuts 

1 oz. Parmesan cheese, coarsely grated 

1/4 cup chopped sun-dried tomatoes 

Coarsely puree garlic, tomatoes, basil and olive oil in 
food processor. 

Spoon into serving bowl and add salt and pepper. 

Cook tortellini 4-5 minutes in boiling water. Drain and 
toss with tomato puree. 

Sprinkle on cheese, dried tomatoes and pine nuts. 

Toss lightly and serve. 

Makes 2-3 servings. 



[n the May 9, 1997 issue of Sci
ence, Smithsonian Archaeobiologist 
Bruce Smith reported findings that 
squash, not corn, was likely the first 
domesticated crop in Mesoamerica 
and that ancient Mexicans took up 
farming about 8,000 - 10,000 rather 
than 4,000 - 5,000 years ago. Smith 

recently collected and dated remains 

Picking Peas 

of coyote gourd-sized Cucurbita 
pepo from a Oaxacan cave called 
Guila Naquitz where previous sam
ples had yielded the younger age for 
domesticated squash. Mass spec
trometer radiocarbon dates for the 
new samples indicated cave occu
pants had been raising squash 4,000 -
5,000 years before farmers began 

by Lynn Saul, NS/S member 

(Every winter I grow Tohono 0 'odham Peas, an heirloom variety 
marketed by Native Seeds/SEARCH.) 

On this first hot day of spring I am picking the rest of the peas 

so I can turn over the ground for potatoes. 

Endless pairs of plump pods go into a plastic bag, always 

more hiding behind thin flat leaves. Another bag 

holds the dry brown seeds from the bottom of the vines, 

next year's crop. These peas 

are descendants of seeds the priests and the secret leftovers of my 

own people brought to the O'odham 450 years ago 

from their mother's gardens in Toledo. These peas 

hold into the warm desert spring, grow thick 

and tall and bear thousands of mealy seeds that taste like history. 

Slowly I step along the row, pulling off ripe swollen pods, 

leaving the thin ones never to grow to harvest. 

There are still a few white flowers, too, along the top 

but I will pull them all out, later. These decisions 

must be made. When I think I have harvested 

everything ready in this section, I yank the vines 

from their roots, as the Conversos were yanked 

from theirs, and find 

more full pods dangling, ones [ would have missed 

and think about all the other things I miss 

because I need to replace everything 

before its time. Fearing 

that the last plump pod I miss will be the one 

that by genetic miracle is the sweet one, cross-bred, 

I could love the most. 

T h i s  p o e m  o r i g i n a l l y  app e a r ed in S a n d  S c r i p t  (J 996). 
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growing com and beans. The "three 
sisters," corn, beans and squash, 
have long been considered the first 
domesticated crops in Mesoamerica. 

The sizes and shapes of the Guila 
Naquitz C. pepo seeds showed they 
were artificially selected relatives of 
wild squash. 

The Smith results push Mexican 
farming back to the time when 
barley was first cultivated in the 
Middle East 10,000 years ago. But 
the evolution of agriculture in the 
two regions likely followed two 
different paths. Prevailing theory 
explains that in the Middle East, 
rich stands of wild grains allowed 
villages to form before people be
gan to farm, and the leap from 
gatherer to farmer was a short one. 

In the New World, villages don't 
show up until well after the ap
pearance of cultivation. Early 
farmers probably still lived pri
marily as hunters and gatherers 
because their cornerstone crops 
never grew in high densities in the 
wild. Kent Flannery of the Univer
sity of Michigan, whose proposal 
of 1O,000-year-old New World 
agriculture was rejected in the 
1960' s, also suggests people 
would have to be pretty desperate 
to eat unappetizing teosinte, the 
ancestral com. It probably took 
thousands of years to create a 
palatable, high-yield variety. 

Thank you to NS/S member Lau
rel Cooper who sent this story bur 
way. More detail is contained in a 
highly readable article by Curt 
Suplee in the May 9, 1997 Wash
ington Post. 

�iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.L __ ._. ____ . ___________ . _____ . ___ _ 
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Proyecto de Recursos Tarahumara: 

The Sierra Madre Occidental is 
recognized by the International 

Union for the Conservation of Na

ture (IUCN) as a megacenter of 

biological diversity. It is also the 

homeland of the Tarahumara, who 

for centuries have maintained a 
subsistence agriculture dominated 

by com, beans, and squash. They 
depend extensively on the sur

rounding forests, utilizing over 300 

different species of plants as foods, 
fibers and medicines. 

Sierra Madrean forests of Chi

huahua and Durango contain about 

two-thirds of Mexico's remaining 

timber reserves. Thus, the Sierra 
Madre represents part of a vast but 

diminishing forest resource for 
Mexico. Increased logging and asso

ciated mill and worker services have 
caused loss of forest species and 

habitats, erosion of limited topsoil 
and silting of rivers. Of particular 
concern has been the wholesale loss 

of remaining old-growth forests that 
have harbored a wide array of bio

logical diversity and sustained the 
Tarahumara for hundreds of years. 

In 1990, Native Seeds/SEARCH 
(NS/S) and the Sonoran Institute 

(SI) initiated Proyecto de Recursos 
Tarahumara to identify and pre

serve areas of significant diversity 

in the Sierra Madre Occidental, 
Mexico by 1) identifying remaining 

old growth stands of forest in the 
Sierra; 2) empowering Tarahumara 

communities to become involved in 

sustainable development activities 

that reduce deforestation and con

serve biological resources while also 

meeting their economic and cultural 

needs; and 3) implementing model 

conservation projects by building 
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Mahina Drees of NSfS and Juan Daniel Villalobos stand before the newly con

structed greenhouse in Creel, Chihuahua. Photo by Barney Burns. 

partnerships with local Tarahumara 
residents, Mexican NGOs, and other 
individuals in the region. 

Work on this initiative began when 

NS/S and SI helped organize two 
conferences with the intent of: 

• reviewing a World Bank forestry 

development proposal for the north

ern Sierra Madre 

• helping to establish a network of 

conservationists, NGOs and indige

nous peoples dedicated to sustainably 
conserving regional resources 

• alerting local communities about 

deforestation in the Sierra Madre. 

In part, attention generated by the 
conferences helped put the particular 

World Bank project on hold, and it 
was ultimately abandoned. 

In September 1992, a planning grant 

was awarded to NS/S and SI by the 

Biodiversity Support Program admin

istered by World Wildlife Fund, The 

Nature Conservancy and World Re

sources Institute. These funds were 

used to complete an analysis of 
LANDSAT imagery and identify 

potential areas of old-growth forest. 

In 1993, Biodiversity Support Pro
gram awarded NS/S and SI a grant 
to analyze the potential for develop

ing economic alternatives to logging 

in the Sierra Madre, such as the sale 
of locally produced arts and crafts, 

development of eco-tourism, and 

production and distribution of non

timber forest products. 

In late 1993, General Service Foun

dation (GSF) awarded NS/S and SI 
funds to establish Proyecto Huertos 
y Arboles Nativos, a community ini

tiated model project that focuses on 

deforestation and related biodiver

sity concerns, while also addressing 

the more fundamental and underly
ing issues of hunger, malnutrition, 

illness and poverty so prevalent in 
the Sierra Madre. In 1995, a sec

ond grant was awarded by GSF to 
continue the project. Since its initi
ation, Proyecto Huertos y Arboles 



the NS/S Sierra Madre Project 
by Suzanne Nelson, Director of Collections and Conservation 

Nativos has : 

• developed 28 garden!orchard 
plots and water delivery systems in 
Rowerachi and Raramuchi. (8 more 

than were funded!) 

• sponsored a training workshop in 

basic nursery and greenhouse man
agement and germination techniques 

for locally harvested oak, pine, 
madrone, ash, and cedar tree species 

in Creel, Chihuahua and a follow-up 
course in San Marcos, Texas. 

• constructed a low-tech lOx 30 ft. 
greenhouse in Creel that produced 

hundreds of oaks, madrone, and 
pine seedlings for planting. 

• initiated a bosque modelo, or 

model-forest, project in Rowerachi. 

Three separate degraded or logged 
tracts of land were fenced and refor

ested with locally collected species 

grown in the greenhouse in Creel 

• developed 7 additional garden! 
orchard plots in Rowerachi and 
Raramuchi ( 15 more than were orig

inally funded!) and 9 new garden! 

orchard plots in 6 other Tarahurnara 

communities (bringing the total to 
44 gardens). Ten more gardens are 

planned for next year . 

• supported formation of a NGO
equivalent, Ketami Wasara, A.C. in 

Creel by seven interested individuals 
including community development 

workers and individuals from the 
technical and business communities 

of Creel and Chihuahua City. Ke
tami Wasara (Raramuri for "our 

farmland") will now serve as a local 
entity through which programs and 

grants may be administered. 

• supported a collaborative effort 

among Ketami Wasara, Fundaci6n 

Tarahumara - Jose Llaguno (a Mex

ico City non-profit), and NS/S to 

seek funding to open a local training 

and resource center for sustainable 
agriculture in the Sierra Madre. This 

center will offer short courses, hands

on workshops, extension services, and 
access to information for local resi

dents. We are hoping purchase/lease 
an appropriate piece of land near 

Creel by the end of 1998. 

Currently, our focus is identifying the 

land on which to build the training 
center. It is a rather slow process, 

considering the otherwise full sched
ules of the project co-<iirectors, Juan 
Daniel Villalobos and Luis Hijar 

Rivera. In addition to working with 

many Tarahumara communities on 
rural health and basic community 
development projects, Juan Daniel 
keeps himself busy as a skilled car

penter. Luis, otherwise known as 

Gordo, has a full-time job with the 
Coordinacion Estatal de La Tarahu
mara (State Coordinator's Office of 
the Tarahumara). Together they have 

worked nearly thirty years with the 
Tarahumara, speak Raramuri, and 

have gained the trust necessary to in
tegrate the project goals with the reli

gious, cultural and political realities 

of Tarahumara life. Without a doubt, 

the pair is responsible for the tremen
dous success of Proyecto Huertas y 
Arboles Nativos, and we look for

ward to continuing to support their 

efforts to build local capacity so that 
residents of the Sierra Madre may 

find local solutions to the overwhelm
ing problems of deforestation, soil 

erosion and reduced crop yields. 

NS/S thanks the generous contribu
tors to this project. Please contact us 
if you would like to support future 
phases of Proyecto de Recursos 
Tarahumara. 

See you 
in September 

Fall Planting 
Workshop 

The 1997 Fall Planting 

Workshop will be held 

Saturday, September 20. 
Get geared up for your 

fall gardening. 

Call Krishna for details 

at 622-5561. 

Gourmet Mesquite 
Cooking Class 

Join local gourmet cook! 

caterer Sue Scheff for a 

class and sumptuous food 

tasting on Sunday, 

September 21 from 1 - 3 
p.m. Learn to use 

mesquite in delicious 

ways, and you'll get to 

sample such delicacies as 

Mesquite Pipian Chicken 

and Mesquite Cake 

with Prickly Pear Sauce. 

This class is a joint 

presentation with 

Tucson Botanical 

Gardens. 

Class size is limited. 

Register by calling TBG 

at 326-9686. 
Cost is $30, $25 for NS/S 

and TBG members. 
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NS/S - New Mexico Update 
b y  Br ett Bak k e r  

Wouldn't you just know it!? The Every silver lining has a cloud (or Mr. Jim Malone (longtime organic 
wettest spring in my 21 years here something like that) and we're zero- farmer and landscaper as well as one 
and I've got no garden! What? you ing in on a new location that is a of several folks who sits on the NM 
say? That's like Laurel without great improvement. The Rio Grande Organic Commodity Commission, our 
Hardy! The NS/S-NM grow-out Nature Center is a wildlife preserve state certifying agency) is now caring 
fields have been graciously hosted by and waterfowl conservation area for the Nature Center fields. He's of
the Shepherd of the Valley Presbyte- jointly operated by the city and state. fered NS/S-NM about an acre that's 
rian Church since 1990. The church " been in alfalfa for years and is sur-
still provides land, irrigation rights � �� q \.r-,-; -

- rounded on three sides by trees, ideal 
d c. fr �'y I 1 \/i �1 c. c. '1' d' I '  J" I an pump lor ee. � \ \ \ \ I;/' \ lor lert1 1ty an ISO at10n. 1m s p an  

No, the problem lies with the newest ��7f :. :. �:<::�j� is to develo� the site as an organic 

addition to Albuquerque's sprawl, the �"'r:a' \ r', ,,- ' 

rop edu�tlonal resource for the 

Montano Road Bridge. In litigation . �. ' :. "  
communIty. Tours and workshops 

for years, our current Mayor has L�--:::'\ :.. "' . " I *>' -
will be forthcoming. 

managed to bully it through (as he's -........ \l . ' . .. " So what's the problem for NS/S-NM, 
also planning to do with a road you ask? Well, as of this writing, it's 
through Petroglyph National Park, near mid-June, and the plot is 
although that's another story). nowhere near ready. It's rough to 

Although the bridge doesn't directly start at a new field anyway, but a 

contact the NS/S fields, the impact of I time crunch makes it doubly difficult. 
Around a hundred acres of farmland A th I I I thousands of cars per day zooming t e east, I p an to p ant SUlllffier 
adjoining the river bosque is leased to c. II ed b f: 11 d . past within feet of the plot (as well as cover crops 10 ow y a an wm-
a farmer who must raise acreage of . ,  

d kn h 1 the heavy equipment that rolled over ter vanet1es an get to ow t e ay 
sorghum, com, and the like for migra- f th I d h 

. . . 
di 

. 
fully half of the winter rye cover 0 e an , ow It Imgates, con t10n 

tory birds. Meeting this requirement, f th '1 d c. rth W 'II k crop) makes it an unsavory location 0 e SOl ,an so 10 . e eep 
the fanner then gets to plant the rest ted to say the least. you pos . 
in whatever he can profitably raise. 

Thank you for your letters ... 
April 15, 1997 

Dear Felipe Molina and Robert Stone, 
We have been back at school now for over a week and I am remembering fondly the time we had at Native 
Seeds/SEARCH. My students have had many good things to say about their experiences. We count ourselves as 
lucky to have heard about Yoeme history from Felipe himself. More than knowledge, it was the attitude and the 
understanding of our place in the big picture that I hope will stay with all of us long after our visit. 

The following day we also heard from Robert and learned a great deal about the Tohono O'odham peoples and 
the historical and modem crosses they bear. We all left with a greater understanding and respect for the diversity 
of cultures to be found in Arizona. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to instruct us and for allowing us to take part in the projects in your gar
dens ... Wishing you and your families health and happiness. 

Sincerely, 
Thorn Dougherty 
Verde Valley School, Sedona, Arizona 
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"Successful seed collecting trips over the past couple of years have brought in 
close to one hundred new accessions and recollections from San Luis, Colorado on 
down to El Paso, Texas and from that li'l 01' place in between, New Mexico." 

Elsewhere, local exposure seems to 
have reached critical mass. It's be
come commonplace for yours truly, 
while minding my o�n business, to be 
stopped by impassioned garden folk: 
"Aren't you the guy that does that 
seed thing?" or "Will you come 
speak to our class?" or "When in the 

heck is that dam office of yours open 
anyhow?" Recent events have in
cluded: 

• speaking at the Native American 
Prep School in Rowe, NM to kids 
from many tribes, Santa Clara Pueblo 
Day School and Holy Family Parish 

• making a presentation at the Na
tional Farmers Direct Marketing Con
ference 

• setting up booths at festivals of the 
Harwood Art Center, La Montanita 
Food Co Op's Earth Day and (with 
NS/S board member Gail Tierney) EI 
Rancho de Las Golondrinas living 
history museum. 

• donating seed, along with Seeds of 
Change, to the Santa Fe Indian 
School native garden, pulled together 
by the dedicated Mr. Bryan Keyes. 

• coordinating with two local tobacco 
groups: The Traditional Native Amer
ican Tobacco Project out of the UNM 

(repatriates seed to tribes and dis
tributes leaf to Indian groups and 
prisoners) and Tobacco People, a 
grass-roots, native-run group support
ing the use of true, clean tobacco in 
ceremony and daily life (which can be 
one and the same). 

• and the list goes on as several pub
lic schools like Albuquerque's School 
on Wheels and Wilson Mid-School 
are starting kids' gardens. 

Garden/seed groups are popping up 
like weeds, and seed awareness is 
growing. Then there's the local print 

media: our monthly organic gardening 
colunm in Itchy Green Thumb in the 

food Co Op's newsletter, a piece in 
La Cocinifa (a culinary journal), oc
casional notices in the Weekly Alihi 

and more. 

Successful seed collecting trips over 
the past couple of years have brought 
in close to one hundred new acces
sions and recollections from San 
Luis, Colorado on do� to EI Paso, 
Texas and from that li'l or place in 
between, New Mexico. They are 
making their way into our annual 
seedlisting as time goes on. Many are 
from places we've missed before: the 
Pueblos of Santa Clara and Zia, His

panic southern Colorado and southern 
NM. 

The sheer mass of melons, squashes 
and ears of com prompted pickup 
truck rentals to get the stuff to Ari

show up in Tucson . . .  

New collecting trips are on hiatus as 
the ever-present funding crunch slows 
things down a bit. One exception is an 
upcoming fall trip focusing on some 
Federally-unrecognized "renmant" 
tribes near Las Cruces, NM. Thanks 
to the Ben and Rachel Vaughan F oun
dation, I will also return to Y sleta 
Pueblo del Sur of EI Paso (related to 
New Mexican Isleta Pueblo). The 
Y sletas are also Piro and Manso peo
ples. Interestingly enough, the Piro 
and Manso have actually been noted 
as extinct in more than one textbook. 
The Y sletas get a good laugh out of 
that one ... 

In my spare time, I can still be found 
working on the UNM campus Flower 
Crew, inspecting organic farms for 
New Mexico certification and heading 
out at night for loud punk rock. 

zona-not to mention the look of de- Times are busy. Guess I'll catch up 
light turning to dismay when the seed- on sleep come winter. 

B.B. bank crew realized that they would 

have to deal with the mess just when 
they'd gotten their o,\'n piles under 
control. Now they duck for cover if I 

New Mexico Field Manager 

1V:::yo::�:�,;;es ��!!:t�e��::�'s wheat crop" I declared a minor headline in the April 26, 1997 Arizona Daily Star. The 
I federal government lifted its year-long sanction that kept Arizona-gro� 

I 
wheat from leaving the state after the 1996 discovery of the presence of 
Kamal Bunt, a fungus that is not harmful to humans but gives the grain 
an unpleasant fishy odor. The ban caused NS/S major irritation, but it 
wreaked fmancial havoc on Arizona's durum wheat farmers whose crop 

I is prized by pasta companies in Italy and elsewhere. 

I 
The USDA defended its action. "Based on the information we had, we 
took appropriate actions to maintain U.S. wheat markets abroad. We 

I kept the disease from being spread to other states," USDA spokesman 

Larry Hawkins explained. Restrictions were lifted when the USDA real-il ized that its testing procedures were unreliable. Local Congressman Jim 

I I Kolbe amended a spending bill to require the USDA to treat Kamal Bunt 
I as a quality problem and not a crisis of epidemic proportions. J 
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NS/S embarks on new leg 

of journey 

By now you're aware that a new era for NS/S begins 
on July I, as the organization moves its offices and 
distribution center from the Tucson Botanical Gardens 
to north Fourth Avenue. The move is necessary be
cause TBG is expanding its gardening operation and 
we have a need for increased warehouse, retail and of
fice space. Our Development Department and Dia
betes Project Staff will also be housed at the new loca
tion. I look forward to showing you around at the July 
19 Grand Opening. 

We leave TBG with many precious memories. Person
ally, I have enjoyed the freedom to step outside the of
fice and be surrounded by physical and spiritual 
beauty within a crowded city. At a recent staff meet
ing, NS/S staff related that the warm friendship of the 
TBG garden staff made leaving particularly difficult. 
Among the major accomplishments in working with 
TBG is the annual Chile Fiesta which has allowed us 
to educate the general public about the cultures of this 
region. We will continue our co-sponsorship of the 
Chile Fiesta this year. As with the gardens, this loca
tion has certainly allowed NS/S to grow and bloom. 

At this point in our organization's journey, we have 
just over 4,400 members. The new site will give us 
greater chances to attract potential members and to 
educate more people-Tucsonans and visitors alike
about the importance of maintaining the "genetic li
brary" of the Greater Southwest as well as honoring 
the cultural kno\vledge of the peoples of this region. 

With great appreciation for the past and many expec
tations for the future, the Native Seeds/SEARCH staff 
departs bidding farewell and thank you to the Tucson 
Botanical Gardens-site and staff. 

Angelo J. JoaqUin, Jr. 

Executive Director 
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News & Notes 
Mo v i n g  t h a n k - y o u's .. . H e a r t f e l t  a n d  e n t h u 
s i a s t i c  t h a n k s  to a f e w  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  
w h o s e  g e n e r o u s  e f f o r t s  w e  s i m p l y  c o u l d  

n o t  h a v e  m a n a g e d  THE M O VE: 

Tim Murray, of  Realty Executives, who shepherded 
us through the scary and mysterious terrain of finding 
exactly the right place (twice'), negotiating the right 
lease (again, twice, but with countless permutations 
each tinle), and educating us patiently and gently all 
the way. Without Tim, I know of at least one staff 
member who would have run screaming to the hills 
months ago. Thanks, Tim. 

Paul Weiner, Pat Payne, Kacey Carleton, James 

Wakefield and Bob Evans of Design and Building 
Consultants, Inc. These folks helped us figure out 
what to do with the place once we got it, wrestled with 
our budget with us, and donated all kinds of time in 
the process. Without their help, creative problem solv
ing, design ideas and good taste-who knows what 
would have happened? 

Linda McNulty, of Mendelsohn, Oseran and Eisner, 
P.C., donated many hours providing us with far-seeing 
legal advice about things we never would have thought 
of in a million years, in the kindest manner imaginable. 
(It must be hard working with people who are as clue
less about stuff like this as we were ...  ) And thanks to 

Michael McNUlty, too, for always being there for us. 

Clare McNulty pitched in on many fronts, too! 

Others who gave freely of their time and skill and 

knowledge: Charles Sherry, Linda Kinnunen & 
Michael the artist, Jan Richert-Mueller & Michael 

the grandson, Claudia Oldman, Rolande Baker, 

Jack McGie, Barbara Rose and Brad Lancaster. 
We're also grateful to our new landlord Craig Wilson 

(of Creative Ventures Craft Mall) whose helpfulness, 
generosity and flexibility have made this all so much 
easier and more fun' Sincere thanks to each of you. 

Jan Waterman 

Administrative Assistant 

If the News looks different, it's not your eyesight.. 

It was a privilege to be asked to be the new editor of 
this newsletter-Kevin Dahl will be a hard act to fol
low. rm making a few format changes, but the flavor 
will stay the same. Keep your comments, letters and 
garden reports coming. 

Brooke Gebow 
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Notes & News 
NS/S wishes to acknowledge with gratitude the ser
vice of several people who have recently gone off the 
board: Gary Nabhan, one of our founders and our 
chairnlan for over a decade, whose contributions to 
NS/S simply can't be calculated; Robert Stone, who 
has served as staff representative on the board for 
almost 3 years; Rosa Caudillo, who made the long 
journey from Hermosillo, Sonora to meet with us for 
two years; and Alida Montiel, who has served since 
June of 1993, and provided some of the first collec
tions for the NS/S seedbank. Last but not least, for
mer treasurer Doug Biggers-the continuing strength 
and constancy of his commitment to and efforts on 

behalf of NS/S are deeply appreciated. Sincere 

thanks to each of you for your many hours of ser

vice and for all your caring. 

In March, an energetic group of leadership students 
from the Colorado Outward Bound School came and 
worked their fingers to the bone at Sylvester House. 
What a difference they made! Thanks, y'all! 

• • • 
11th annual La Fiesta de los Chiles. Plans are siz
zling for the hot-as-ever Chile Fiesta scheduled for 
October 18 and 19, 1997. Don't miss the great enter
tainment, chile products, crafts and chile food-in
cluding jalapeno ice cream .... 

1997 Voices of the Land. Mark your calendar for 
November 21st. Join us as Gary Nabhan, Barbara 
Kingsolver, Ophelia Zepeda and another local author 
read their works to benefit NS/S. Watch for more 
details in the Fall Seedhead News, due out around 
the first of October. 

• • • 
NS/S has again received acceptance letters to partici
pate in employee giving programs in the Northern 
New Mexico and Southern Arizona Combined Fed
eral Campaigns-thank you. Does your employer 
have a matching gift policy or employee giving pro
gram? If so, you could double the value of your gifts 
to Native Seeds/SEARCH, or even provide your fel

low employees with the opportunity to learn more 
about NS/S and join you in supporting our conserva
tion efforts. Speak with the Charitable Contributions 
Officer where you work or call Krishna Raven

Johnson at 622-556 1 if you have any questions. 

The Seed head News 
published quarterly by 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 
contents copyright 1997 
Native Seeds/SEARCH 
mailing address: 
2509 N. Campbell #325 
Tucson, Arizona 85719 
Phone (520) 622-5561 
Fax (520) 622-5591 
e-mail: jhosofaz@aol.com 
website: 
http:\\desert.net\seeds\home.htm 

Located at 
526 N. 4th Avenue 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
New Mexico Office 
P.O. Box 4865 
Albuquerque, NM 87196 
(505) 268-9233 
l)pen Thursday 9:30 - 3:30 or 
by appointment at 
144 Harvard SE 

Board of Directors 
Mahina Drees, chairperson; Bar
ney T. Burns, vice chair & secre
tary; Don Faile, treasurer; Angelo 1. 
Joaquin, Jr., Peter Q. Lawson, En
rique Salmon, Ricardo Tapia, Gail 
Tierney and Anita Williams. 

ISSN 1083-8074 
Staff: Executive Director and 

Native American Outreach, An

gelo Joaquin, Jr., Administrative 

ASSistant, Jan Waterman; Book

keeper/Volunteer Coordinator, 

Nancy Wilson; Director ofCollec

tions and Conservation, Suzanne 

Nelson; Development Director, 

Kevin Gaither-Banchoff; Develop

ment ASSistant, Krishna Raven

Johnson; Diabetes Project Coordi

nator, Felipe Molina; Distribution 

Department. Junie Hostetler, Betsy 

Armstrong, Otehlia Kiser; New 

Mexico Field Manager, Brett 

Bakker; Secretary Kathy Oldman; 

Seed Technician, Otehlia Kiser; 

Database Operator, Yajaira Gray; 

Gardeners, Robert Stone, Henry 
Soto, Sean Burlew. 

[? c:::::J c::::J c::J c::J c=J c:::::J c::J c:::J c::::J c:::::J c:::::J t=:.J c:=J L=:J c:::J c..=J c::::J CJ 
o Me mbership For m 
o Check one: 0 Renewal 0 New member 0 Gift 

o 0 Associate ($20 per year) 
o Low income/student ($12 per year) o 0 Family ($35 per year-memberships at this level 

o & higher receive the Totally Corn Cookbook as 

o well as Y. Ib of Four Sisters Farm "Parched Corn") 
o 0 Sustaining ($100 per year-at this level or above, 

you'll also receive a package of red cornmeal in a o 
Tarahumara "Wari" basket» o 0 Patron ($250 per year) 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 0 Lifetime ($500) 0 o Native American (free; please provide tribal affili- U U ation ) 
0 o 0 Additional contribution ($ ) 

o 0 Check here if you do not want your name ex- 0 
o changed with other groups. 0 
o Name(s) 0 
o Address 0 � City State __ Zip � 
o Payment method: 0 check 0 money order iJ 
o credit card: 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Discover INovus 0 
l] Card No. Exp.__ 0 
o Signature ________________ _ 



:., 

l!';�:r!?:,!g�il�'�'r"'i�,f';';'i:f-!si'W,:,'tlm'i'�c:, �i��f,S'\,W'�::'??: 
i l l u s tr a t i o n  by Be t t i n a  Mart in 

NS/S staff & board will be on hand to welcome 
the community to our new headquarters. 

The store will be open for business, 
and we'll be serving light refreshments. 

Call Kevin or Krishna at 622-6661 for more information. 
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