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Flavors of the Desert
Local Foods. Local Folks. Local Fun.

This year’s Flavors will be the best ever with a savory menu of heritage foods prepared to
perfection by Chef Ramon Delgado and an evening of fun hosted by emcee David
Fitzsimmons, the award-winning editorial cartoonist for the
Arizona Daily Star. Special musical guests Petey Mesquitey and
Kevin Pakulis will sing and play their favorite Southwestern
tunes. Plan to join us for Flavors of the Desert, a unique annual
event that invites you and your taste buds to celebrate our
mission. 

Your generous support of Flavors in past years has allowed us to
preserve and protect genetic diversity and the cultural heritage represented in the more than
1,800 varieties of agricultural seed we steward. Proceeds from the dinner enable us to
support farmers and gardeners in our community and throughout the Southwest who work
tirelessly to preserve small-scale, local, and healthy agriculture.

Register now  to guarantee your place at Flavors. Tickets are $75 per person and may be
purchased online at www.nativeseeds.org or by visiting our retail store at 3061
N.Campbell Ave. MasterCard, Visa, Discover, and American Express accepted. A portion of
each ticket is tax-deductible.

SAVE
THE DATE:

Sunday, 5–8pm 
March 20, 2011
Desert Diamond Casino 

Concert Hall 
1100 W. Pima Mine Rd.

1-19 & Pima Mine Rd.

Sahuarita AZ



Dear NS/S Members,

Each year, in the winter issue of Seedhead News, we look back on
the last year to highlight what we accomplished and acknowledge
you for making a real difference by supporting Native Seeds/
SEARCH. Often, we feel there is much more that we’d like to say,
and so I want to touch on a few of those things.

First, we recognize the amazing work done by our volunteers, but
I feel it necessary to say more because we truly could not accomplish our work without
them. During these tough times, NS/S volunteers continue to step up to support the
organization in many different ways. You help us at the Conservation Farm, at the
Conservation Center, and at the store. We now have a corps of Volunteer Ambassadors
who you might call NS/S’s troops- they’re out there on the ground representing NS/S
at community events and making presentations to interested groups. Soon, some of
them will be leading monthly tours of the Seed Bank to ensure that the public has
plenty of opportunity to see our new Agricultural Conservation Center first-hand and
understand why conserving traditional Southwestern crops is imperative. Val Plumlee,
one of our longtime volunteers who has been involved in every aspect of our work, has
stepped up as our volunteer Volunteer Liaison, and we are grateful to her for
coordinating this essential element of NS/S. Every single volunteer, from board
members to the groups or individuals who only come once, is critical to our
organization and our mission. If we were in a room together, I would ask that you
stand and give them a loud round of applause (feel free to do so anyway) because they
deserve it!

Then there is our staff—some of the hardest working folks I’ve ever had the privilege
to know. Sadly, we had to say goodbye to one of the Southwest’s staunchest seed
guardians in December, Suzanne Nelson. Suzanne led our Conservation Program for
fifteen years and brought great precision and professionalism to our operations. She
assisted in developing cutting-edge projects with Tarahumara communities in the
Sierra Madres of Mexico, like the participatory breeding projects that over the next
couple of years will result in new local varieties of corn to meet changing community
needs in changed environmental conditions. But, as a friend of mine recently
analogized, every pot needs to be replanted at some point, and Suzanne’s new pot is in
the international realm where we hope she will make “seeds” a bigger part of the global
food security conversation (see next page).

In this issue, Gary Nabhan, one of NS/S’s co-founders and internationally known for
his work to conserve our world’s food heritage, shares with us NS/S’s growing
relevance in a time when water supplies dwindle and local food systems grow. And, as
the seeds that we conserve take more of center stage, we at NS/S strategize as to how
best ensure that these resources are conserved and promoted within our region. Since
October, board and staff members have been collaborating to define the organization’s
forward trajectory during the next several years. And while that is still in process, we all
are greatly excited and inspired by the collective energy to share the organization’s
resources with our communities. Stay tuned for more in the next issue.

To every single individual and organization committed to conserving the Greater
Southwest’s agricultural diversity, I sincerely thank you. 

All the best,

2 Seedhead News WINTER 2011 www.nativeseeds.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair  David Tiers

Vice Chair  Ronald Austin Wells

Secretary  Danielle Ignace

Treasurer  Michael McDonald

Lydia Breunig    Barney Burns
Mahina Drees    Kim Fernández
Sage Goodwin    Donald Luria
Janos Wilder    Ofelia Zepeda

-

The mission of Native Seeds/SEARCH

(Southwestern Endangered Aridland

Resources Clearing House) is to conserve,

distribute, and document the adapted and

diverse varieties of agricultural seeds,

their wild relatives and the role these seeds

play in cultures of the American Southwest

and northwest Mexico.

-

We envision the Greater Southwest as a

place where farms and gardens, kitchens and

tables, stores and restaurants are brimming

with the full diversity of aridlands-adapted

heirloom crops; people are keeping the

unique seeds and agricultural heritage alive;

and the crops, in turn, are nourishing

humankind. — VISION STATEMENT
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Over the last three decades, Seedhead News has offered many
examples of the numerous cultural, nutritional, and ecological
values of place-based, desert-adapted seed crops nurtured by the
multi-cultural communities of the Southwest. As a co-founder of
Native Seeds/SEARCH, I would like to underscore certain of these
values by placing the organization’s work in a context shaped by two
recently-released publications. 

As the first decade of the new millennium came to a close, many of
us were stunned by the release of a National Academy of Sciences
report suggesting that the irrigation supplies which have brought us
water and food security in the Southwest over the last century have
passed their peak availability. The report in the Academy’s
Proceedings published in mid-December 2010 noted that “the
capacity for water to support cities, industry, agriculture, and
ecosystems in the US West is near its limit.” The special feature, co-
authored by fifteen distinguished scientists from around the West,
estimated that the per capita amount of water currently needed to
feed the populations of the metropolitan areas of the Southwest are
already the highest “water/ food footprints” of any place in the
world, and are clearly unsustainable. 

The authors suggest in Proceedings that farmers
and gardeners should immediately begin to cut
their water use for food production down to
just sixty percent of the level currently used to
lavishly-irrigate most commercial crops in our
region. To place that proposed reduction in
perspective, it has taken farmers the last forty
years to increase their per acre water use
efficiency just twenty-five percent, so the
newly-proposed goal must more than double
the efficiency we’ve gained through applying drip irrigation, laser
leveling, and watering-on-demand technologies to Southwestern
agriculture. 

When National Public Radio’s Daniel Kracker recently asked lead
author Dr. John Sabo what farmers can do about this dilemma, he
said that they needed “a different crop portfolio” to deal with water
scarcity, soil salinity, and heat. What Dr. Sabo may not have realized
is that Native Seeds/SEARCH has been the primary non-profit
steward of that “different crop portfolio” for more than a quarter
century, while most agronomists and hydraulic engineers in the
Southwest were simply trying to deliver greater quantities of
irrigation water to the water-guzzling commodity crops of the
Southwest.

In short, a key place to begin to reshape Southwestern agriculture on
tribal, public, and private lands so that it can survive impending
water shortages and climate change is by making sure a diversity of
drought- and salt-tolerant crops —-ones able to meet various
cultures’ culinary and nutritional needs—- reach their fields,
gardens, and tables. Native Seeds/SEARCH has played, and will
continue to play, a pivotal role in the education, research, and

conservation regarding that much-needed diversity with your
continuing support.

The other recent publication which underscores the importance of
these heritage crops to our food security, agricultural sustainability,
and green economy was released on January 26, 2011 on
www.saboresfronteras.com. It’s called State of the Southwestern
Foodsheds, and involved more than a dozen food and agriculture
experts in assessing the last decade of changes in our regional food
system. (It will also be available while supplies last at the Native
Seeds/SEARCH store on Campbell Avenue in Tucson.) Without
ignoring the facts that Arizona and New Mexico are on the lowest
rungs of the ladder in terms of poverty alleviation, farmland loss
and agricultural energy costs, it charts the remarkable progress made
the last ten years in providing more alternatives in our food system.  

Since 2000, more than fifty-eight producers in Arizona and thirty-
five in New Mexico have begun to direct-market heirloom food
crops and heritage livestock breeds, according to localharvest.org.
There are now seventy-three farmers markets in Arizona and sixty-

three in New Mexico. There are currently
twenty-nine community-supported
agriculture projects in Arizona and twenty-
five in New Mexico. Today, at least seventy-
five restaurants in the two states feature
local foods, as do the thirty-nine urban
farms and homesteads in our metro areas.
The delicious foods produced from the
many desert-adapted seeds held in trust by
Native Seeds/SEARCH has helped fuel this
astonishing growth of a greener, less
wasteful regional food system. CSA farmers

and farmers market vendors like Frank Martin of Crooked Sky
Farms—a transplanted Cherokee to the periurban farmscapes of
Metro Phoenix—is one of the many farmers who regularly draws
upon onions, beans, greens, and squashes made accessible by Native
Seeds/SEARCH. While other Metro Phoenix farmers went belly-up
when the drought of the last decade required that they cut their
water use by twenty-five percent or more, Frank was one of those
who survived because of his “different crop portfolio.”

We need more farmers like Frank Martin, but we also need to
support those who are already at work, as well as the chefs and cooks
that draw upon this cornucopia. It is time to reflect upon the
importance of Native Seeds/SEARCH in the larger regional food
system, for it is helping forge a future that is more sustainable,
nutritious, and delicious.

—Gary Paul Nabhan, who calls himself a “confounder of NS/S,” is co-
author of a new book on agriculture and climate change due out in
March: Chasing Chiles: Hot Spots on the Pepper Trail, published by
Chelsea Green. See his schedule of upcoming lectures and hands-on
workshops at www.garynabhan.com.  

Two New Reports Forecast Food Security Changes in the Southwest:
The Role that Native Seeds/SEARCH Plays by Gary Paul Nabhan, PhD

It is time to reflect upon the importance

of Native Seeds/SEARCH in the larger

regional food system, for it is helping

forge a future that is more sustainable,

nutritious, and delicious. 

-

Please support NS/S by sending your

donation in the attached envelope.
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Conservation
Native Seeds/SEARCH employs two main strategies in conserving
agricultural crop diversity: ex situ and in situ conservation. Ex situ
conservation is the conservation of crops outside of their original or
natural habitat. Our Conservation Farm and Seed Bank form the basis
of our ex situ conservation work. In situ conservation is the
conservation of crops in areas where they developed their distinctive
properties, i.e. in the wild or in farmers’ fields.

� The Native Seeds/SEARCH seed collection is now
protected better than ever in our new Agricultural
Conservation Center, which was completed in June.
Located in the Binghampton Rural Historic Landscape
and Brandi Fenton Memorial Park in Tucson, the NS/S
Agricultural Conservation Center is the first step in a
public-private partnership with Pima County to develop a
state-of-the-art education center with classrooms,
commercial kitchen, demonstration gardens, and heirloom
orchards.

� During the summer of 2010, we grew out sixty-three of the most
at-risk squash and gourd varieties needing replenishment in the
Seed Bank, including the rare species or subspecies Cucurbita
ficifolia (a rare cultivated species) and Cucurbita argyrosperma
sororia ( a wild relative of the cushaw squashes). Keep watching our
website as many of these become available to farmers and gardeners

in the next year! We also grew twenty-one varieties that our
customers most frequently request. 

� Last year, NS/S embarked on a new project with the Tarahumara
communities of the Sierra Madres. While past gardening, orchard,
erosion control, and water harvesting projects continue, NS/S is
working with the communities on a participatory breeding project
that allows farmers in different communities to select for better

adapted corn varieties than what is currently available.
Traditional varieties are being grown together and allowed to

cross-pollinate to create new local varieties that perform
better in changing environmental conditions. 

� As a result of the collaborative efforts of NS/S’s Native
American Committee, an external Advisory Panel, several
roundtables in different Native communities, and UCLA’s

Tribal Learning Community and Educational Exchange,
NS/S drafted and adopted a Code of Ethics to guide its work

with Native communities. Also coming out of this process, NS/S
has created a working draft of an intellectual property rights and
benefits-sharing policy.

Distribution
We promote the use of Southwestern heirloom crops and their wild
relatives by distributing seeds and associated products through our

Program Accomplishments: October 1, 2009 — September 30, 2010

continued next page

clockwise from top left The new Agricultural Conservation Center. Mole demonstration with Amy Valdes Schwemm of Mano y Metate.
The new NS/S store on Campbell Avenue. Rio Mayo Segualca squash. The 2010 Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast.
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website, annual Seedlisting, retail
store, and Native American Free
Seed Program to communities,
farmers, and gardeners world
wide. All proceeds from sales
directly support our conservation
efforts.

� After twelve years on
Tucson’s Fourth Avenue, NS/S
relocated our store to 3061 N.
Campbell Avenue, a major
thoroughfare from Tucson’s
northside to central Tucson,
and an area that has grown
exponentially in its retail opportunities during the past five years.
Approximately five miles from our Agricultural Conservation
Center, the new venue helps us reach new customers and members
and holds great potential for building our retail revenue in future
years.

� Through our Native American Free Seed Program, we provided
nearly 5,000 packets of seed to Native American gardeners/farmers
and gardening/community projects in the Southwestern United
States during FY 2009-10. Through our new Community Seed
Grant Program we donated more than 300 seed packets to the
following organizations: Community Gardens of Tucson, Khalsa
Montessori School, FARM Flagstaff, Friends of the Ute Museum,
United South Broadway After School Program, Host Ranch
Conference Center, Tucson Medical Center, Red de Accion Indigena
Noroeste, Michael Fields Agricultural Institute, Tucson Village Farm,
Desert Botanical Garden, Casa de Bethel, and Pipa Ahi Macav.

� In response to the great demand for the crops we conserve, we
held two spring plant sales in the Tucson and Patagonia
communities. Record numbers of desert-adapted tomatoes, chiles,
and basil varieties were sold.

Outreach/Education
� Revisions to our website has made more information readily
accessible, such as the Southwest Regis-Tree database, PDFs of
SeedHead News from 1983 to present, applications for our
Community Seed Grants Program, and cooking, gardening, and
seedsaving information. 

� In addition to numerous presentations and tours of the Seed
Bank and Conservation Farm to school and community groups,
NS/S offered workshops on seedsaving, composting with worms,
and cooking with traditional crops. We welcomed new and old
friends to the Conservation Farm for our annual San Juan’s Day
Celebration in June and the popular Harvest Fest in October.

Volunteers
� Native Seeds/SEARCH could not accomplish our work without
the great commitment of our volunteers and in 2010 we honored
almost one hundred volunteers at an Appreciation Breakfast for
their 5,600 hours of time contributed at the Seed Bank, retail store,
Conservation Farm, and at many community events. That’s the
equivalent of nearly three full-time employees! 

$50,000 and above
Anonymous (1)
Quitobaquito Fund 
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Charitable Trust
Giles W. & Elise G. Mead

Foundation
Peter Q. Lawson
Tohono O’odham Nation
Tucson Electric Power (in-

kind)

$25,000 — $49,999
Anonymous (2)
Gila River Development

Authority 
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Thomas & Candace Grogan
Dr. William & Ann Horst
Darlene Martin/Edward K.

Martin Family Trust

$10,000 — $24,999
Colleen Crombie
DeGrazia Foundation
Nancy Evans
Robert Garner & Robin
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Vernon & Diane Kliewer
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Charles McKittrick, Jr.
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Mueller
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F. Peter Rose 
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O’Neill, M.D.
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Southwestern Foundation for

Educational & Historical
Preservation

Nancy & Richard Fe Tom

Cheryl Toth
Janos & Rebecca Wilder
Laurel Wilkening & Godfrey Sil 
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George Binney
Kerstin & Spencer Block
Barney Burns & Mahina Drees
Mary Ann Clark
Faria & James Dretler
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Mary & Gary Irish
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Rosskopf
William Ring & Wendy White
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Neva & Roger Schuelke
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Tapahonso 
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$1,000—$4,999
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James Benedict
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Aleta & Daniel Bloch
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Mary Kathleen Collins
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Diana Hadley & Peter Warshall
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Oliver III Family Foundation
Charles & Suzanne Peters
Donald Pitt Family Foundation
Kenneth Porter
Pat & Mimi Reid
Roger Riggs
David Tiers & Sue Ann Breems
Lindsay Werth
Susan & David Wirshup
Constance & Jeffrey Wood
Ofelia Zepeda

Thank you for making the NS/S Agricultural Conservation Center possible!

continued page 8

Audited financials will be available for review upon request after April 15, 2011.
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C. Diane Bell
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Barney Burns & Mahina
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Community Foundation for

Southern Arizona
Charles Corfield
Colleen Crombie
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Clark Smith
Lyle & Vera Dethlefsen
Julie Evans & Sue McMahon
P.D. Folk & Cynthia Lasko
Anna Fulton
Neil & Margo Goodwin
John & Terri Groth
Sadie Hadley & Sage

Goodwin
Connie & Steve Hammond
Bonnie Hardwick
Todd & Suzanne Horst
Charles Iverson
George Jacques
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William & Margarita Joffroy,

Jr.
Susan & Albert Johnson
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Suzy & Bill Lillis
Lura Lovell & Ann Lovell
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Brian McCarthy
Michael & DeAnna

McDonald
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Suzanne More
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Donald Pitt Family

Foundation
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Phil Robinson
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F. Peter Rose
Judith & Tim Sear
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David Tiers & Sue Ann

Breems
Ronald Austin Wells & Dr.

Karen Jambeck-Wells
Lissa White
Alison & Weston Wilson
Mary Lou & John Winder
Barry Zerby
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Anonymous (3)
Willem H. Adams 
John & Leanna Anderson
Cyndi Andrews
Teresa Archer
Betsy Armstrong
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Linda & Robert Berzok 
Barbara & William Bickel
Aleta & Daniel Bloch
Elaine Bolding 
Larry & Dorothy Boone 
Nancy Bower & Lindsey

Quesinberry
Joe Bowman 
Georgiana & John T Boyer
Peter Bretting & Kim Lewers
Lydia Breunig & Brian Stark
John & Patty Brissenden 
Jeanne Broome
Arch & Laura Brown 
Dora & Barry Bursey
Andrea Carter 
John & Pat Case 
William & Sheila Chambers
Helen Chandler 
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Steve & Faye Cover 
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Goldman
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Kenneth Davis 
Pat & Mike DeVito 
Joan Donnelly & David

Taylor
Kate & LeRoy Ellison 
Michael Elsner & Peggy

Hutchison
Bette & Gerard Ervin 
Elizabeth Evans & Stephen M

Reitz
Barbara& Terry Fenzl 
Audrey & John Finley 
Carol Fiore 
Food Conspiracy Co-op
Stephen Fletcher 
Flowering Tree Permaculture
Carol Goddard 
Gary Goertz 
Martin Goldberg & Nina

d’Ambra
Charles & Mary Graf
Charles Griffin & Eileen

Devlin
Diana Hadley & Peter

Warshall
William Harmon 
Loren & Jan Haury 
Linda & Dave Heisley 
Lise & Larry Hicks 
Elizabeth Jo Higgins

Barbara & Rodric
Himebaugh 

Martin Hjortso 
Sheila Hutchings
Bryn Jones & Kenneth

Hedrick
Dianne Iauco 
Marsha & David Irwin 
Elaine & Brian Jacobs 
Rob Johnston, Jr. 
Joshua Jones 
Dr. Mikio Kimata 
Barbara Kingsolver & Steven

Hopp
Deborah Knight 
Bill Krauss & Kate McMillan
Donald & Edith Kunz 
Kim & Dan Lamont 
Delight & Timothy Lane
Yoram Levy 
William Lockwood
Roy Loewenstein & Alana

Stubbs
James Leos & Clinton McCall
Dr. Amy Lyman 
Patricia Mathios
Delle McCormick & Marisa

Werner
Letitia McCune & Dave

Magner
Paul Minnis & Patricia

Gilman
John Mitchel 
Karen Moriah
Elizabeth Naylor 
Dr. Wendell & Rosemary

Niemann 
Robert Ollerton 
Katharine Olmstead 
Laurinda Oswald
Elaine Padovani 
Charles & Pat Pettis 
Marlene & Dick Phalin 
Michael & Linda Powers 
R. Cynthia Pruett
Karen Reichhardt & Jim

Heard Jr
Janice Rickert-Mueller &

John Mueller
Edward Robb 
Andy Robinson & Jan

Waterman
Paul & Mary Ross 
Ron & Nancy Rude 
Ray Sayre 
Margaret Schink 
Stephen & Margie Schmidt 
Stephen Shetron
Terry Shreve 
Joyce Skeldon 
Randy Spalding 
Jed Staley 
Stanley Stalker 
Kathleen & Catherine Stein 
Timothy Storer 
Cary & Nicolette Stubbs 

Annette Sutera 
Augustin & Janet Taylor 
Gilbert & Patricia Templeton 
Nancy & Richard Fe Tom 
Tucson City ECAP
Justin & Linda Turner 
University of California Los

Angeles-
Valley Of The Sun United

Way  
Piet & Mary Vandemark 
Timothy Van Loon 
John Wahl & Mary Lou Forier
Nancy Wall
Bettine & Lawrence Wallin 
Roger Watson & Carol

Adams Watson
Edna & Dave Weigel
Laurel Wilkening 
Vicki & Gerry Wolfe 
Charles (Punch) & Casey

Woods 
Shawna Yaussi 
Glenda Zahner 
Ross Zimmerman & Pam

Golden

$100-$249
Anonymous (5)
Briggs & Pat Ackert  
Lyle Ackman  
Scot & Jerri Altendorf  
James & Sue Aufderhaar 
Christopher Avery  
Gwen & Brian Baily
Gary Bachman & Joanne

Basta  
Caroline Bagley Burnett 
Mary Barsony 
Gwen & Brian Baily 
Roger Barthelson & Judy

Howe  
Gayle Potter Basso 
Michael & Paula Bauer 
Dinah Bear & Roger

McManus  
Eric & Christine Behling 
James Belin 
Emiel & Delores Belmans-

Sanchez
Rose Bierce 
David Bilgray 
Elizabeyta Bjerklie  
Elizabeth Boyd & Andy Roth 
Joyce & Peter Boyle 
Nellie Bracker -
Melissa Bradley 
Susan Breckenridge 
Linda Brewer & Kasey

Anderson  
Anne & Arthur Britt
Dan & Cindy Brocious 
Fred Brockman 
Sharon & Otis Bronson 
Gregory Brown 
Julia Brown & DeWitt

Daggett III 

Karen Bruhns & Tom Weller 
Anthony Brunetti  
Susan Buffler 
Helen & Dick Bulinski 
Martha Burgess  
Teresa Burgess & Dennis

Clegg 
Jeff Bursey 
Logan Campbell 
Lynn Chapman 
Alice Chesley 
Henry Christensen III 
James Christensen 
Algernon & Ann Churchill 
Krista Clark 
Susan Codega & George

Howard 
Marshall & Mary Ida

Compton 
Sharon Conway 
Douglas & Catherine Cook 
Sandra Cook 
Robin Coon 
Randy Coons 
Pat Cossey 
Steven Cowan
Hal & Bonnie Crawford 
Amy & David Crown 
Bob & Ellen Currey-Wilson 
Nancy Curriden 
Eleanor Cussler & Hans

Drake  
Judy Dain 
Janet Darby 
Tim Darby 
Jennifer & Bob Darnell 
Murray & Susan DeArmond
Claire & Wayne Decker 
Phil Derkum 
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David Dettman 
Denise Dever 
Dave DeWitt 
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Marcia Donaldson & Bill
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Tohono Chul Park, Inc. 
Cliff Douglas 
Mary Peace Douglas 
Michael & Kathleen Douglas 
Janice & Mickey Dowling 
Hans Drake 
Pete Duarte 
Kathleen Duncan & Bill Kern 
Barbara, Glenn, Ryan & Taylor

Dunn 
Arlyn Duval 
Jeanne Eddy & Lee Renz 
T. Edwards 
Ruth Eckert 
Betty Eldon 
Diane Elliot 
Judith Elton 
Heriberto Escamilla 
Benjamin & Cynthia Everitt 

All donations and membership listed were received between October 1, 2009, and September 30, 2010. Thousands of supporters made gifts 
under $100. We wish we had the space to acknowledge each and every one of you and deeply appreciate your contributions.

Thank you for your support!
MANY THANKS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS & FRIENDS FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO NATIVE SEEDS/SEARCH
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Stanley J. Haye 
David Hall 
Martha Hammond & Bob

Scarborough 
Maggie Hanus 
Holly P. Hanzel 
Patty Hardy 
Richard Harle 
Roy Harris 
Jim & Lori Hartman 
Steve & Nina Hatchett 
Susan Hausser 
Lisa Hawkins 
Ann Hedlund & Kit

Schweitzer 
Chris & Geneva Heller 
James Henson 
Stan Heymann & Lily

Bhavani Aquarian 
John & Susan Heyneman 
Katherine High  
Cayce Hill 
Robert Himmerich y Valencia

& Eva Valencia de
Himmerich  

Ron Hine 
JL Hjelsand 
Thomas Holladay 
Andrew & Sasha Honig 
Joan Hood & David Davis 
Dale Hooper 
John Horning 
Amanda Huggins 
Christina Husted 
Cliff & Susan Hutson 
Danielle Ignace 
Iowa State University

Agronomy Dept.
Felipe & Karen Jacome 
Tim Jankovsky 
Dale Jenkins  
Alex Johnson 

Allan Johnson 
Darcy Johnson 
Freda Johnson 
Scotty Johnson & Janelle

Weakly 
Linda Johnson-Rubick &

Steve Rubick 
Aimee Jones 
Larry Jones & Barbara

Worthing-Jones 
Margaret Joplin
Coby Jordan 
Babette Josephs 
Karen & David Kane 
Roger & Cara Keller 
Sally & Jerry Keller 
David & Barbara Kelly 
William Kemling 
Jenny & Gary Kennedy 
Diane Kent 
Christa King  
Dennis Kizerian 
David & Mary Klein 
J Edward & Barbara

Klisiewicz 
Vernon & Diane Kliewer
Sheldon Knapp 
Dianne Knickerbocker 
Charles Kober 
Edwin Kohlhepp 
Steve Kratochwill 
Anne Kreutzmann 
Kathy Kritscher 
Bill & Beth Krumbein 
Holly Lachowicz 
Susanne Lane & Yahya

Sadowski 
D. Terence Langendoen &

Nancy Kelly 
Nita Larronde 
David Lavoie 
Elliott Lax & Eneida Guerra

De Lima 
Louis Laz 
David & Evelyne Lennette 
Phoebe & Jack Lewis 
Max & Claire Licher 
Dr Nancy Littlefield Davis 
James & Jane Lively 
K. Tsianina Lomawaima 
Dennis Lubbs 
Don Luria & Donna Nordin 
Bob Maddox & Katie

Hirschboeck 
Harlen & Cheryl Mallis 
Kathy Markham 
Victoria Marshall 
Ann Martin 
James Martin 
Scott Mason 
Larry & Rowena Matthews 
Elizabeth Mattfield 
Linda Mayro & William H.

Doelle 
Scott & Anne Mc Cleve 
Barbara McBride 
Nancy McCreary  
Chuck McDougal & Denise

Hudson 
Molly McGinnis 
John & Barbara McLean 
Anastasia McInnis 
Donna McNamara 
Ellen & Mike Mellon
Laura Merrick & Matt

Liebman 

Christine Michalowski 
Annette & Paul Miller 
Barbara & Floyd H. Miller 
Laura Lee Miller 
Sheila & S. Rowe Miller 
Matthew Miner 
Minglemen Inc.
Barbara & Jeffrey Minker 
William Mitchell 
Elizabeth Mize 
Leone Mohney 
Vert Molitor 
Diane Monnier 
Marianne Mooney & Joseph

Sasfy 
Miriam Moore 
Sharon Moore & Larry Pierce 
David Mount & Jennifer Hall  
Jennie Mullins  
Lynn & Mike Murphy 
Suraiya Murray 
Mark & Tamra Myers 
Sue Myers 
Ray & Nancy Nagle 
Martha Narro 
Diego & Elena Navarrette Jr. 
Brenda Neufeld 
Jasper & Beth Norris III 
Northern Arizona University
Fred & Ann Norton 
Joyce Roger Nussbaum 
Ann O’Connell 
Henry Oliver & Barbara

Roastingear 
Diane & Michael O’Meagher 
Annette Ondraka 
Marcia Osborn 
P S Osborne 
Jonathon Overpeck & Julia

Cole 
Christine Palmer-Persen 
Louise & William Pape 
Ann Parker & Angelo

Joaquin Jr.  
James Person  
John Parodi 
Robert Patterson & Renee B.

Boblette 
John & Penelope Pestle 
Judy Pettersen 
James & Lisbeth Petty 
Shirley Pfeifer 
Phoenix College Biology

Dept 
Fred Phillips 
Lorel Picciurro 
Stephen Pilon & Theresa

Dunn  
Margaret Pope & Norman

Epstein 
Kenneth Porter
Herb Puffer 
Sally Quinby  
Laurinda Queen & Dan

Burleson 
Carol & Thomas Quijada 
David Randall 
Kathleen Randolph 
Eliseo Rangel 
Raytheon Charitable Giving 
Marcia Francis Rea 
Julie Reichert 
Rex Family Fund 
Theresa & Michael Rigney 
Glenn Roberts 
Robert Roemer & L.I. Terry  

Nancy & Ed Rose 
H. Stewart Ross 
Jim & Alice Roth 
Leslie A Roundy 
Jonathan Ruel 
Hazel Rugg 
David & Tine Russell 
Kathleen Russell 
Joyce & David Rychener 
Marie & William Salter 
Dave Sandiford 
David Sarrazin 
Sue Scheff
Chris Schmidt & Marci Tarre
Justin & Li Schmidt 
Ginny Schnell 
Eugene Schupp & Janis

Boettinger  
Elizabeth Scott 
Helen Scully 
Suzanne Seay 
Travis & Leigh Sebera 
Kim & Gail Seifert 
Karen Shafer 
Michael Shearer 
Lois & Richard Shelton 
Bernard & Edith Shoor 
Steve & Catherine Shouse-

Smiling Eagle 
Bob Skaggs & Kathleen

Andereck 
Sheila Slaughter 
Robert & Helga Small 
Susan Small 
William & Carol Smallwood 
Betty & Charles Smith  
Jessica Smith 
Linda & Dennis Smith 
Norman Smith
Norman B.Smith 

Lozen & Steve Snyder  
Cynthia Soller  
Andrea Sonnabend  
Claude Souquet  
Julia Spray  
Dr H Wayne Springfield  
Adena Staben 
Joy Steeber
Belle Starr & Bill McDorman  
Claire Steigerwald  
Nancy & Scott Stevens  
K Martin Stevenson  
Wendy Svitil  
Janet Swanson 
Ariel Swartley 
Gerald Sweeney  
Mike & Judy Tarre 
Patricia Thomas & Scott C.

Atthowe
Carol Thompson  
Cynthia Thompson-Adhikari 
Carolyn & Leonard Thurman 
Marcia Tiede  
Beverly Tiers  
Heidi & Thomas Tilton 
Mike & Julie Toepper  
Kathryn Tominey  
Margaret Trachta  
Robert Traut 
May Trees  
Ted & Helen Turner  
Joanne & Daniel Umansky  
Gail Underwood 
Amy Unthank  
Jeannette Van Den Bosch  
Nancy Van Dyke 
Carla Van West & Roger Irwin 
Dana Vincil  
Gwinn & Pat Vivian  
Christine & Chris Volinsky 

Ann Von Blume  
J Waines  
David & Kay Walters  
Priscilla Walsen 
Henry Ware 
Patricia Waterfall  
Anne Watson 
Herb Diane Welhener  
Elaine West & Kevin Sharp  
Anita Werderich  
Gail Werth 
Lindsay Werth
Renee & Steve West 
James & Mary Westberg  
Karen Wetherell 
Nancy White  
Pat Widder  
Dwight Williams  
Kathleen Williams 
Ray Williamson  
Lawrence Wilson  
Pamela Wilson 
James & Bonnie Winn  
Michael Devera Witkin  
Nina Woessner  
Ann Marie Wolf & Jack

Perchorowicz  
Jennifer Wolfe 
John Wood & Shirley Powell  
Margaret & Michael

Woodhouse 
Mary Wright  
Joan Rihab Yaqub  
Michael Yeatts & Nina

Swidler  
Penelope Yeoman 
David Yetman  
Ann Youberg Czaja & Robert

Czaja  

Any donor whose name appeared in this issue and wished to remain
anonymous or whose name did not appear on the list and should have,
please let us know. Thanks!

MANY THANKS TO THOSE WHO DONATED
GOODS OR SERVICES…
Anonymous (1)
Adobe Computer Services
AgraQuest Inc. 
Arizona Jet Mail
Arizona Sonora Desert Museum
Arizona State Museum
Bahti Indian Arts
Barb’s Frame of Mind
Betts Printing
Nina Borgia-Aberle
Barney Burns & Mahina Drees-Burns
Cheri’s Desert Harvest
Sally Erroa 
Julie Evans & Sue McMahon
Fox Restaurant Concepts
Global Organics 
Bill Glover
Edward Hacskaylo
Margaret & Michael Joplin
Laurie Kostelecky
Erin Lale
Linda Leigh & Doug Shepherd

Carolyn Lucz
Linda McKittrick & Charles DeConcini
Kate McMillan, Ltd.
Precipice Development Int’l. LLC
Realm Environment
Reproductions Inc. 
F. Peter Rose
Helga Russell
Luci Tapahonso
Silverbell Trading 
Technicians for Sustainability
The Native Seed Company
Stephen Thoemmes
Tucson Electric Power
Amy Valdés Schwemm–Mano y Metate
Julie St. John
UCLA Tribal Learning Community and

Educational Exchange
Kelly Wiehe
Janos Wilder
Amy Wood
Ofelia Zepeda
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$500 — $999
John & Christine Augustine
Patricia Bender
Susan Buffler
Dora & Barry Bursey
Crecencio Elenes
Kate & LeRoy Ellison
Kim & Celestino Fernandez
George & Linda Griffin
P.D. Folk & Cynthia Lasko
James & Debra Larson
Roy Loewenstein & Alana

Stubbs
Sanjeev Pandey
Ann Parker & Angelo Joaquin

Jr.
Barbara Radwan-Kuzelewski &

Joseph Durnell
Karen Reichhardt & Jim Heard

Jr.
Stephen & Margie Schmidt
Stephen Shetron
Jessica Smith
Gail Underwood
John Peter Wilhite

$250—$499
Anonymous (1)
Briggs & Pat Ackert
Kathy Altman & Ivy Schwartz 
Mary Barsony
Peter & Joyce Boyle
Lydia Breunig & Brian Stark 
Ronilee Clark & Brian Arnold
Wayne & Bernice Clouser
Charles Cole & Carol

Townsend 
Janet Darby
David Davis & Joan Hood
Albert & Kimber Delorenzo
Lyle & Vera Dethlefsen
William Doolittle
Ruth Eckert
Stephen Ferg
Damian Fleming
Bob & Constance Foster
Paul Gepts & Elizabeth Garcia 
Daniel Gordon
Beth & Frank Guldseth
Karen Halderson
Connie Hammond
Peter Hubbell
Christina Husted
Vince & Teresa Issenmann
Nancy Jackson & Mustafa

Alahwel
Felipe & Karen Jacome
Bruce Kahle
Julie & Richard Kornmeyer
Bill & Beth Krumbein
Nita Larronde
Orme & Elizabeth Lewis
Chris & Johann McKee
Paula & Gregory Moore
Sandra Nemeth
Dr. Wendell & Rosemary

Niemann
Elaine Padovani

Richard Pratt
Laurinda Queen & Dan

Burleson 
Bea & German Quiroga
Andy Robinson & Jan

Waterman 
Ariel Swartley
Marie Tymrak
Nancy Wall
Brent Warner & Cristina Doria

Warner 
John & Mary Lou Winder
John Wood
Sherrie Zeitlin

$100—$249
Anonymous (1)
Alan Adler 
Joanne Basta & Gary Bachman
Susan Breckenridge 
John & Pat Case 
Nancy Curriden 
Joy & Pete Duarte 
Betty Eldon 
Jane Evans & Gene Joseph
Donald & Mima Falk 
Susan & Kenneth Fernalld 
Linda Finke 
Dody Fugate 
Cassandra Gaines 
Tom & Sara Gibbs 
Linda, Wally & Aaron

Goodwillie
Kathey Graaff 
Richard Gwinn & Patricia

Vivian
Bill & Bryanne Hamilton -

Southern Horticulture 
Elizabeth Jo Higgins 
Danielle Ignace 
Jeff & Jody Kosanke 
Susanne E. Lane 
Delight &Timothy Lane 
Laura Markowitz & Mary Kay

Lefevour
Elizabeth & Vance Mattfield 
Sharon & James McKenzie 
John & Barbara McLean 
William & Pauline Miller 
Miriam Moore 
Jonathan Myers 
P.S. Osborne 
James Person 
Margaret Pope & Norman

Epstein
Alan Pufahl 
Linda Restifo 
Michael Rigney 
Lucia Robinson 
Chris Schmidt & Marci Tarre
Stephen Shetron 
Robert & Helga Small 
K Martin Stevenson 
Cary & Nicolette Stubbs 
Jane Swicegood
David & Edna Weigel
Glenda Zahner 

Meet Karen DeLay by Suzanne Jameson

Trained in mathematics, Karen DeLay has spent most of her working life
solving problems scientifically – using logic and reason to sort out
possibilities and evaluate outcomes. Once a programmer for the Voyager
spacecraft, Karen supported ultraviolet spectrometer experiments to
determine the composition and structure of the atmospheres of Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, and several of their satellites. At Native Seeds/SEARCH, she
loves what she calls the “people factor.” 

“We have a fantastic staff here and our customers are a delight to work
with,” she says. “NSS is such a beloved organization, I knew I wanted to be
part of it. I like being involved with an organization I can be proud of.” 

Karen’s interests are as diverse as her background. Food politics,
environmental and Native American issues, yoga, gardening, cooking, and
sewing all vie for her time when she’s not busy with her Reiki practice or
conducting architectural history research or creating costumes for Tucson’s
Rogue Theatre. A Tucsonan since 1972, Karen dotes on her sixteen-month
old twin grandbabies, Theo and Isabelle, and makes frequent trips to visit
them in New Jersey. 

At the NS/S store on North Campbell Avenue, Karen responds to e-mails
about orders, gardening questions, and Seedlisting requests. She helps Betsy
Armstrong fill mail orders and re-stocks shelves when seeds or books or
baskets get low. “The store is a wonderful, magical place,” she says and smiles
as she glances around at the Tarahumara folk art and brightly colored
wildflower seed packets. Karen recently joined our Ambassador Program,
and looks forward to giving presentations in the community and staffing
outreach events to promote NS/S’mission.

“NS/S is important to the community and to the world,” Karen says. “When
I volunteer somewhere, I want my time to matter.”

Thank you, Karen, for giving your time and talents to NS/S. We appreciate
all that you do.

Volunteer HighlightThank you for making the NS/S
Agricultural Conservation Center
possible! continued from page 5
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Suzanne Nelson helped usher in more
growth and refinement of our
organization’s seed conservation efforts
than any staff member in the quarter
century legacy of Native Seeds/SEARCH.
With an agro-ecologist’s eye and an oral
historian’s ear, she has given context to the
seed collections that will enrich us for
many years to come. Congratulate her as
she tangos away to do other good deeds. 

— Gary Paul Nabhan

After fifteen years as NS/S’ Director of Conservation, Suzanne
Nelson has “retired” to a new position with TANGO
International (Technical Assistance to N.G.Os). The Tucson-
based organization is dedicated to providing long term
institutional support to organizations engaged with the on-
going struggle to alleviate hunger and poverty. Their clients
include the British Red Cross, Department for International
Development, Heifer International, and the United States
Agency for International Development. The establishment of
the Conservation Farm in Patagonia and the fruition of the
new Seed Bank are only two examples of Suzanne’s lasting
influence. We wish her the best in her new endeavors.

¡Adios Amiga!        Suzanne Nelson Retires to TANGO

¡Mil Gracias y
Buena Suerte!

©Anne Hamersky



10 Seedhead News WINTER 2011 www.nativeseeds.org

Congratulations
Community Seed
Grant Recipients!
Supporting educational, food security, and

community development projects in the Greater

Southwest through targeted donations of seeds.

Native Seeds/SEARCH is pleased to offer small
donations of our seeds to eligible organizations in the
Greater Southwest region. These Community Seed
Grants are designed to support the work of educators
and those working to enhance the nutritional, social,
economic, or environmental health of underprivileged
groups in the region, while simultaneously keeping
locally-adapted crops varieties alive and in active use
in farms and gardens.

After careful review, the following eight organizations
were awarded Community Seed Grants for the spring
planting period. Approximately 150 packets will be
donated.

Mountain Elementary School — Flagstaff AZ
PROJECT: Garden program for first and second graders

Girl Scouts of Southern Arizona — Tucson AZ
PROJECT: Dirt Divas urban agriculture program

Earthcare Food Cadre — Santa Fe NM
PROJECT: Student gardens

Manzo Elementary School — Tucson AZ
PROJECT: First Bloom Heritage Garden

Ute Mountain Ute Tribe Environmental
Programs Department — Towaoc CO

PROJECT: Educational curriculum

DouglaPrieta Works/DouglaPrieta 
Trabaja — Douglas AZ

PROJECT: Community seed bank in Agua Prieta

Ecoversity — Santa Fe NM
PROJECT: Demonstration garden

New Moon Lodge Residential Treatment Facility
— Santa Fe NM   PROJECT: Holistic therapy with

traditional Native American farming techniques

Please visit www.nativeseeds.org/seed_grants for
detailed information on eligibility requirements and
application procedures. Applications are due May 6,
2011 by 5pm MST for the summer planting period.

NS/S Cookbooks Are Back!

You asked and we deliver! Back by popular demand, we’re
proud to bring you From Furrow to Fire: Recipes from the
Native Seeds/SEARCH Community ($13.95). We’ll have
copies for sale at the Tucson Festival of Books, March 12-13. 

Originally published in 2005, From Furrow to Fire contains
almost 100 recipes that were inspired by the products and
seeds we sell (and are available to you) in our Tucson store at
3061 N. Campbell Ave. and through our catalog and
website at www.nativeseeds.org. You’ll also find recipes
created from wild plants of the Sonoran Desert. 

The recipes are categorized into six chapters: Breakfast,
Beverages, Appetizers and Soups, Sauces, Salads and Sides,
Breads, Main Dishes, and Dessert. The appendix is a list of
ingredients that includes both cultivated and wild foods
from the Southwestern United States and northern Mexico.
A glossary provides explanations and descriptions of terms
that may not be familiar.

Pick up your copy and start cooking today!
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News & Notes
Agricultural Conservation Center  520.622.0830

Executive Director Bryn Jones, ext. 104

Director of Finance & Operations Tracey Martineau, ext. 103

Membership & Events Coordinator Suzanne Jameson, ext. 105

Administrative Assistant Maureen Moynihan, ext. 100 

Seed Bank Director Chris Schmidt, ext. 111

Seed Distribution Coordinator Dawna Gravley, ext. 114

Farm Operations Technician Benito Gutierrez

Retail Store and Mail Order  520.622.5561

Director of Distribution J.P. Wilhite, ext. 5 

Distribution Coordinator Betsy Armstrong, ext. 6

Bulk Foods Associate Laura Jones

Farewells 
We bid farewell to Director of Conservation Suzanne
Nelson. After fifteen years of service with NS/S, she
has taken a position with TANGO International. We
thank her for her dedication and commitment to
NS/S (see page 9 for more). Best wishes to retail
assistants Vivian MacKinnon and Elaine Terrell, as
they leave NS/S for other pursuits. Their marketing
insight and retail knowledge will be greatly missed. 

NS/S Receives Grants
NS/S was awarded grants from the Wallace Research
Foundation, the Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, the
G.A. Binney Conservation Fund, and the Patagonia
Regional Community Foundation. 

Find us on Facebook!
Join almost 3,000 other NS/S fans on Facebook and get
the latest news and event information.

To Contact NS/S Staff

Store Hours   Monday through Saturday: 10am–5pm; Sunday: 12–4pm

Visit our Tucson store for the latest in Southwestern crafts, foods, and books, all-in-one
convenient location. Our experienced staff can answer your questions about cooking with

regional products and offer suggestions for the best time to plant.

(Avoid traffic delays during construction on Campbell and Ft. Lowell by taking Hedrick east from Mountain)

NS/S friends are widespread around the globe. Our website and Facebook page
have tracked log-ins from visitors in countries as far away as the Czech Republic,
Vietnam, Liberia, Mexico, Greece, Singapore, Dominican Republic, India,
Argentina, Ireland, and Taiwan. Thank you for sharing the following with us:

Thank you for the very important work that you do! In an age where heirlooms and traditional food crops are disappearing as fast as
replacements can be made in the scientists’ labs, your efforts are critical to the preservation of our seeds! Haji Warf, Upper Lake, CA

I am a fan from Australia and am so happy there are groups like yours out there doing such vital work and sharing such love for the
planet and its people. Shakti Grace, Melbourne, Australia

I think the importance of your work is growing and is having a global impact, as well as regional, in the Southwest and Mexico. Keep
up the good work. John Phillips, Snowflake, AZ

Your love, your work brings laughter to my heart, a smile to my face, and courage to my own work! For twenty years I try rain
gardening with seeds of old sorts. Rainer Wolf, Lehrte, Germany

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE! Have you had fun and success growing NS/S seeds? We love hearing your stories and would like to

highlight them in our newsletter. Please email your experience and photos to membership@nativeseeds.org

From our friends…
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Coming Up in 2011
Saturday, March 5 

NS/S Spring Plant Sale: Free! (Begins at 10am)

and Wormshop: $45 per person (Time TBD)
3061 N. Campbell Ave., Tucson

Sunday, March 20, 5–8pm
Flavors of the Desert 2011: $75 per person

Desert Diamond Concert Center, Sahuarita

April (Date, Time TBD)
NS/S Cooking Demonstration: Free! 

3061 N. Campbell Ave., Tucson

Tuesday, April 26 (Time TBD) 
NS/S Spring Plant Sale: Free!

Patagonia

June 19–24
Seed School: $1,500 per person 

(visit www.seedstrust.com for details)

Saturday, June 25
San Juan’s Day Celebration: Free! (10am–2pm)

NS/S Conservation Farm, Patagonia

and NS/S Summer Monsoon Plant Sale: Free! 
(Begins at 10am) 

3061 N. Campbell Ave., Tucson

Who Uses Native Seeds/SEARCH Products?
Many of you have asked which restaurants use NS/S products
in their cuisine. Here’s a partial list of those eateries that
support biodiversity and sustainable agriculture.

Angelica Kitchen  New York, NY

Canela Bistro  Sonoita, AZ

Desert Diamond Casinos  Tucson, AZ

Dos Silos  Tubac, AZ

Downtown Kitchen + Cocktails Tucson, AZ

Frontier Grill  Chicago, IL

Hacienda del Sol  Tucson, AZ

Hash House a Go Go  Las Vegas, NV

Janos  Tucson, AZ

Kai at the Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort  Chandler, AZ

Pastiche  Tucson, AZ

Stables Ranch Grille  Tubac, AZ

Tonto Bar and Grill  Cave Creek, AZ


