
Lilli maples
Hailing from the Mile High City, Lilli Maples is a versatile artist who specializes in contemporary
dance, as well as the sociology of dance. Growing up under the tutelage of Michelle Latimer, Maples
studied a variety of dance styles including ballet, contemporary, modern, jazz, musical theater, and
hip hop. She participated in programs such as The Joffrey Ballet Summer Program, The EDGE
Intensive, and Generation IV Dance.

After recognizing the pressuring experiences that had been brought about by participating in
competitive dance throughout her upbringing, she was inspired to examine her experiences in
commercial dance through a socio-political lens. This led her to pursue a double degree in Dance
and Sociology from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, CA, where she was also able to
study Dance Styles and Forms in Paris, France. Her professors included Rosalynde Leblanc Loo (Bill
T. Jones), Lillian Barbeito (BODYTRAFFIC), James Gregg (WeWolf), and John Todd (Movin’ Out), to
name a few.

Through LMU's Dance Program, she had the opportunity to intern with BODYTRAFFIC where she
worked closely inside and outside of the studio with Ming Chang (Director of Hofesh Shechter 2),
Micaela Taylor (TL Collective), Niharika Senapati (Chunkymove & Countertechnique) and Clementine
Deluy (Sasha Waltz and Pina Bausch) who helped discover her talent and passion for contemporary
dance and dance theater. Throughout her four years of undergraduate education, she was able to
work with dance professionals including Barak Marshall, Laura Ann Smyth, Bill T. Jones, Jason
Myhre, and more. Maples’ performance credits include concert works Momentum by Maggie and
Maureen Gonzales, Wash by Kiera Breaugh, Out of Office by Taryn Vander Hoop, Oasis, a
collaborative dance film, and most recently, a re-staging of Barak Marshall's And At Midnight, The
Green Bride Floated Through The Village Square by Lillian Barbeito. Maples also premiered her own
work, Introspection, at the Strub Theater in April of 2019, choreographed and danced in Gavyn
Bailey’s music video, The Grass is Never Greener, and choreographed, staged, and directed her
movement film Moved Powers.

In addition to dance and sociology, Maples’ interests include digital marketing, content creation,
advocacy work, and teaching. She is deeply committed to cultivating awareness of global events and
issues, including in dance itself, through the performing arts and other creative mediums.

Maples is currently a candidate for a Masters of Arts in Dance Politics and Sociology from the
University of Roehampton in London, England, where she is developing her own ways of knowing
and practice as research techniques from the #1 institute for Dance Research in the UK. While
partaking in her studies, she is working as an Advocate and social media content creator for the
Dance Education Equity Association (DEEA), an organization advocating for safe, equitable, and
inclusive dance education spaces.

Maples hopes to share her fused career in dance, politics, activism, and sociology in higher
education dance spaces, and hopes to continue collaborating with other artists to create films, stage
works, campaigns, and projects with the goal of inspiring others to make the world a safer, more
equitable, inclusive, and artistically liberating place for dance students.


