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PURPOSE, OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT
 At Logos School, Modern United States History is taught in the second semester of the tenth-grade year. 
It follows the first semester course of The War Between the States era. As a result, the class builds on the in-depth 
knowledge of US history gained by the students. The course seeks to familiarize the students with the sequence 
of significant events that have led to the current condition of the United States. Several specific areas and changes 
during that sequence will be examined. These include the following: 

  The growth of the United States as the world leader
  The technological evolution
  The various individual leaders who have affected the United States for good or evil 
  The nation’s gradual drift from a firm biblical foundation

 The course emphasizes a 3-D understanding of history through the use of a variety of visual and auditory 
materials, original sources, documents, and artifacts. By the end of the course, the students should have an 
appreciation for the tremendous blessings, incredible tragedies, and the overall changes the United States has 
experienced during the twentieth century and the need for a biblical revival in all areas of our culture. 

Course Objectives:
 In Modern United States History the students will develop a working knowledge of the sequence of 
events in United States history during the late 19th, the entire 20th, and the beginning of the 21st centuries. They 
will chronicle the emergence of the United States as the world leader and identify the causes and results of major 
wars and cultural trends. Students will trace the decaying of biblical mores in the United States, and describe and 
identify the acceleration of technological growth. This course will apply a “hands-on” approach to understand 
historical elements.

Course Content:

1. Correctly identify those events, their sequence (dates), and importance, that are given emphasis over the 
course of the semester.

2. Describe specific trends indicative of the consistent drift from strong biblical foundations in the United 
States culture and government, such as seen in families, education, Supreme Court decisions, laws, 
entertainment, etc.

3. List the presidents and their dates of office from 1865 to present.
4. Identify the major causes, events, and key opponents in all significant military conflicts involving the 

United States since 1865.
5. Analyze the effects these military conflicts have brought about in the United States, e.g. attitudes toward 

the government and military, the changes in families, the acquisition of more territory, improvements in 
technology, etc.

6. Compare and contrast the cultural characteristics of the generations from the 1920s, the 1930s, the 
1950s, and the 1960s.

7. Discuss the differences in styles of music and entertainment from the 1920s.
8. Trace the political, and other reasons for the United States becoming the dominant world leader in the 

mid-late twentieth century.
9. Locate and identify all 50 states, major Oriental, Mid-East, and European countries on a blank map; 

also identify all continents and oceans.
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10. Identify, compare, and contrast significant leaders and other individuals influencing the United States 
history from 1865 to the present. 

Suggested Student Text to be used in addition to The Modern U.S. History Student Workbook and other 
teacher-supplied materials:

 U.S. History for Christian Schools, Bob Jones University Press, Vol. 2 
 U.S. History for Christian Schools, BJU, Student Activities 
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FAMILY TREE & NATIONALITIES
Your very first assignment: Discover which of your ancestors were alive during the time period we will study. 

 A fact many high school students, even Christian ones, tend to overlook in their haste and fervor to live 
in the present is the very real fact that they have ancestors. These ancestors, people with your DNA patterns, were 
born many years ago, made it past a high infant death rate, and lived through lots of the same types of trials, joys 
and challenges you face. They married, had children, endured the deaths of loved ones and friends, worked very 
hard, saw many changes in their culture, maybe even went to war, and then, most often, they got old and frail, 
and finally died. But not before having off-spring who, in their turn at life, produced more generations. Finally 
God brought forth the people known as your parents. And then, lo and behold, here YOU are!

 These mystery people, your ancestors, if we look far enough back, probably lived somewhere in Europe. 
(Please excuse the generalities here, especially if you are of Native American, African, or Asian descent.) At some 
point, someone related to you (maybe your great-great-grandparents) decided, for many unique reasons, to leave 
their native homeland and join the millions of former Europeans who crossed the Atlantic to become American 
citizens. 

 Because we all have had ancestors (or else we wouldn’t be here - biological fact!), someone who is related 
by blood to you woke up one morning in April of 1912, bought a newspaper and read the shocking news that 
the RMS Titanic had sunk, killing about 1500 people! And that’s only one of the many historical events we will 
study over this course in history. 

 Your task: With the necessary help of your parents and grandparents (they will love to have you ask them 
for help!), you are to construct a Family Tree, dating back as close to 1865 as possible. Here are some points to 
consider:

1. It is possible that someone in your family has already put the work in to this effort of recording 
ancestors’ dates; that’s fine. But you need to copy the appropriate material on your own paper. You may 
type it or write it but it must be neat and legible. It can be larger than a paper, but stick to the time 
period required, i.e. try to get back to 1865. 

2. It is also understood that sad and unpredictable things happen to families: deaths, divorces, re-
marriages and so on. Therefore, in some instances it may be virtually impossible for you to get the 
information for your Family Tree back very far. But you should be able to get your parents’ birth-dates 
and their parents’. That should put you back about fifty years or so. 

3. Follow the parental line (mother or father) that gives you the most information. Don’t try to get it all 
down if you are given more information than you think you can handle.

4. As you discover the names and dates of your ancestors, try to also discover their nationalities. You are no 
doubt a mixed bag of ethnic backgrounds, but at some point in your family’s past, two people from 
only one country each got together! Your name might even be an indicator of a past family name or 
national origin (Peterson, for instance, is Scandinavian and was originally “Peter’s son.”)

5. Finally, though it’s not required, record any anecdotes (personal stories) you discover about your 
ancestors, even your parents. For example, perhaps a lady relative danced with Lincoln or a great-
grandfather worked for J. Edgar Hoover in the F.B.I. (both of which happened to ancestors of a couple 
of my students).

6. As for Family Tree patterns, you can down-load interesting ones on your computer or your teacher can 
give you some suggestions.

Have fun finding out about the people God put on earth ahead of, but related to, you!
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PROLOGUE:
Reconstruction
and the end of 

the 19th Century
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APRIL 14, 1865
 Richmond was still smouldering, both literally and figuratively, when John Wilkes Booth stepped into 
the Ford Theater box in Washington, D.C. and, at about 10:20 pm, squeezed the trigger of his small derringer. 
President Abraham Lincoln never had a chance to avoid his death, nor did the United States have a chance to know 
what this man could have done to heal the incredible breach the War Between the States caused. Perhaps this last 
war-related death was part of God’s judgement on a people that had thrown away their spiritual heritage. Over 
600,000 Americans, from various states all across the country, were dead after four years of intense fighting; the 
better part of a whole generation of young men. The impact cannot be overstated. Every aspect of our civilization 
was affected - politics, economics, religion, transportation, certainly families, and even the arts. We would never 
be the same again. In some regions of the South the damage was almost total and rebuilding would never restore 
the former standard of living. 

 Thousands of displaced, former slaves wandered North, seeking work and welcome from the victors. In 
many cases they got neither. Many others sought to stay near the only home and family they had ever known. The 
fortunate ones became essentially indentured servants to the families they had once been a part of, trying to make 
a living off the scarred landscape. Many others were forcibly banished, either because the family no longer owned 
enough to rebuild, or because the bitterness and building racism toward them made co-existence impossible. The 
antebellum South was truly ‘gone with the wind’ of war.

 Life in the north was also irrevocably altered by the war. Although less damaged by gunfire, cannon shells, 
and the tramp of thousands of troops, the region was now far more industrial and secular. Where craftsmanship 
had been valued and small businesses formed the backbone of even good-sized cities before the war, now mass 
production and factories, for good or ill, were claiming the market. Thousands of immigrants from Italy, Ireland, 
Germany, and other European nations were seeking work in America which, even though just ending its costliest 
war, was still attractive compared to the harsh living in “the old countries.” The growing New England Unitarian 
churches, proud advocates for abolition prior to and during the war, now considered themselves vindicated and 
biblical Christianity further diminished throughout the former habitations of the Puritans.

 Nevertheless, blessings were to be found in the vast numbers of new labor-saving devices and technological 
improvements. An American genius named Thomas Edison eclipsed all other inventors of the time, and there 
were many, by the sheer number and impact of his ideas. Best known for his light bulb, which in short order gave 
cities a night life, he also is credited with the motion picture projector and the teletype machine. At about the 
same time, Alexander Graham Bell forever changed the way people communicated over long distances, especially 
between adolescent girls, but that developed later. The telephone took quite a while to replace the telegraph. 
Refrigerated rail cars radically changed the way beef particularly could be transported east from Chicago, the city 
of slaughterhouses and railroads. Zippers, typewriters, and even safety pins all date largely from this period of 
time. 

 As the economy recovered slowly and inventions flooded the consumer market, many people in the new 
and growing “middle class” found time for leisure and entertainment, almost unknown commodities to previous 
generations. Baseball, football and, later, even basketball quickly became popular spectator sports. Bicycling, the 
opera, and picnics on a weekend afternoon were added to the social schedules of millions of folks.

 At the upper end of the societal scale, men who could and did make money either from the war or 
shortly thereafter became known variously as the “Industrial Giants” or, more nastily, “Robber Barons.” Leading 
this elite was John D. Rockefeller, America’s first billionaire. His vast empire was built on virtually owning the 
entire production and refinement of oil - black gold, Texas tea. Then, as now, controlling transportation and 
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basic building materials were lucrative markets. And these men earned their millions before the days of income 
tax! Vast networks of corporations were often controlled by a few men or even a single man. Competition slowly 
disappeared as these powerful tycoons played the real game of Monopoly.
 
 As the immigrants and other destitute people filled the factories for mere pennies an hour as pay, certain 
unscrupulous owners, while making millions from production, skimped on safety and health concerns in their 
workplaces. Industrial accidents and workhouse fires took the lives of even young children who worked alongside 
adults to bring in needed money. But there were always others waiting to fill vacancies, so changes and improvements 
in conditions were not forthcoming. Unions of embittered and desperate workers slowly took shape to try to force 
owners to do right by their employees. Evil was met with evil. Strikes and work-slowdowns often turned violent 
and policemen as well as workers were killed.

 At the same time, the push was on to expand the barely re-united country. Western territories were filling 
with miners and gold-diggers seeking quick riches. The vast mid-west plains, long considered wasteland, began to 
be turned under for farming or used for sheep and cattle grazing. The steel-bladed plow and humble barbed wire 
made the difference between success and failure for many. Congress aided those of a venturous spirit by granting 
“free land” of 160 acres out west for those who could develop it over five years. Private businessmen also saw 
opportunity and wealth in the westward call. Two railroads, the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific, worked 
literally toward the same end - a trans-continental rail line that ultimately met at Promontory Point, Utah, in 
1869, after three intense years of laying miles of track. Now it would be far easier to get west than having to rely 
on the “prairie schooners”, i.e. covered wagons, that had brought thousands out to Oregon and California earlier 
in the century.

 The move west may have been just the escape and new start many sought, as they left the poor living 
conditions in the eastern cities, but hard land and the lack of resources were not the only problems new settlers 
faced. The numerous and varied Indian tribes, once scattered throughout the entire continent, had been driven out 
of the eastern and Great Lake regions into the “wasteland” of the prairies and west. Treaties with the United States 
government had been made, but the more local, new settlers often didn’t know or didn’t care about congressional 
treaties with savages. Greed is a powerful stimulant to more evil; combine that characteristic of many white 
settlers with the nature of some tribes to kill first and ask questions later and disaster is just a matter of time and 
opportunity. From the slaughter of Custer’s men in June of 1876 until the slaughter of Sioux women and children 
at Wounded Knee in 1890, there was virtually a running battle between certain tribes and the United States 
military, as well as countless homesteaders and ranchers. 

 The Colt “Peacemaker”, an ironically named revolver, was the weapon of choice for many white men 
heading west. So widespread was its purchase and, presumably, its use, that it became known as “the gun that 
settled the west.” Certainly the cowboys making the huge cattle drives largely from Texas and Oklahoma to rail 
heads further north carried the Colt .45. But the cowboys’ days on the trails, such as the Chisholm, were shortened, 
not by Indians, but by other encroaching advances: the railroads branched further south, miles of barbed wire were 
put up by sheep ranchers and farmers effectively dividing up range land, and the cow towns were just getting more 
“civilized.” All these changes worked to eliminate the need for the long drives. Cowboys became ranch hands or 
vagrants. By the 1890s, the era of the cowboy was for all intents and purposes over, but it would be revived on the 
silver screen, in an unrealistic, and romantic fashion, by Hollywood in the next century.

 Through the influx of more and more settlers, replacing the transient miners and trappers, territories 
slowly but surely gained the ability to apply for statehood. However, it took a lot of people and the westerners were 
impatient. So, in order to get the requisite number of citizens, the geographic size of the new states was often four 
and five times the size of comparably populated states back east. Between the start of the War and the turn of the 
century, eleven new states were added to the re-forming, reconstructing Union.
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 But what was Reconstruction and was it really completed? Most historians consider Reconstruction to have 
taken place from 1865 until 1877. That’s because, as a result of political compromise to resolve the close presidential 
election of 1876, the Republicans agreed to pull Federal troops out of the South in 1877. This supposedly returned 
political control to local authorities and ended the need for allegiance requirements for southern politicians. But 
was that really the purpose and therefore the fulfillment of Reconstruction? The fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution was ratified in 1868 and was therefore in force after 1877. This amendment, among other things, 
forbade any financial assistance from the US government to help rebuild the southern economy. It also essentially 
nullified the affect of the tenth amendment, which referred all unidentified rights and powers to the states. The 
fourteenth took that away and said that now the federal government would determine what were “citizens’ rights,” 
not the states. To be concise, the fourteenth amendment secured the position of the federal government as the 
highest and virtually only political entity in the United States. For good or ill, from that time forward, the federal 
government could pull rank on any state for just about any cause. The war was certainly over and as an issue, states’ 
rights was defeated. How the government would wield its new-won power remained to be seen.

 The reality of politics during this period was that Congress ran the government, not the sad succession of 
weak presidents, and the Republicans ran Congress. Even the single Democratic president during the years between 
1865 and 1900, Grover Cleveland, was unable to crack the firm grip that the Southern-hating Republicans in 
Congress held. Of course, they didn’t all “hate” the South, they just weren’t about to let representation from those 
states become a political force.

 So, again, was Reconstruction completed by a political or economical, or even a physical recovery? If a 
nation’s sense of its own identity can be judged at all, it might best be determined by whatever unites it that comes 
from outside of itself. Sort of like two brothers in a family who squabble constantly, but who present a united 
front when a bully threatens one or the other of them. That is the real test of unity. If that is so, our nation’s 
Reconstruction wasn’t confirmed until the Spanish were thought to have blown up the U.S.S. Maine in Havana 
harbor in February, 1898. They didn’t do it, but the cry for revenge was heard from states north and south. The 
unity was further tested in war as American soldiers, including some very elderly veterans of the previous war, 
fought side by side in Cuba to defeat the Spanish forces. And when the aged General “Fighting Joe” Wheeler, 
a former Confederate officer, commanded his troops in the heat of battle to “Get them damn Yankees!” as they 
advanced on the Spaniards, no one was very bothered about the misnomer. The resulting United States victory, 
completed in very short order, only further solidified the United States’ view of itself as a united, vibrant power 
which should be treated with more respect by the much older European nations. 

 Therefore, as one century, the nineteenth, faded and a new one loomed, Americans could with some 
confidence say Reconstruction had been accomplished. Even though resentments still lasted and the cultures of the 
north and the south would never fully understand each other, the citizens of the United States generally adopted 
the view held by General Robert E. Lee. At the war’s end he wanted nothing more than to seek for peace as an 
American, not just a Virginian.
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Part I: 1900 - 1929

 Where were your forebearers at the turn of the nineteenth to the twentieth century? In a New York ethnic 
ghetto? In a backwater town somewhere in the south? Some other city on the east coast? Or maybe they were being 
herded through Ellis Island, after a rough Atlantic crossing from the “old country” - Scotland, Ireland, Norway, 
Russia, Germany, France, the Netherlands? Who were they, what were they doing? Were they believers, praying for 
the generations to follow - in other words, for you? 

 As the nineteenth century ended, President McKinley was in office, close to completing his first term 
and anticipating an easy victory in November, 1900, for a second term. Considering the popularity of his new 
vice-president, Theodore Roosevelt, he had every reason to believe the election would be his. And it was, by a 
broad margin. McKinley was a humble, godly man who gently cared for his invalid wife, as demonstrated by his 
immediate concern for her as he lay bleeding from gunshot wounds in September of the next year. 

 The country was still largely agrarian in 1900. There were about 75 million Americans (up from about 
31 million at the close of the War Between the States). Of that number, about 60% were still living on farms 
and the other 40% had moved to the cities for work. The last significant Indian battle had occurred only ten 
years before. Electric lights and power were still somewhat limited to city use and not present in most rural areas. 
Indoor plumbing for most people was still about twenty years off. Random cars of various sorts could be seen 
chugging and puffing, always a unique sight. Rail travel was still the preferred option for any trip of some distance. 
Telephone service was becoming widespread, but had many bugs to work out. 

 Technology had taken a huge leap, inspired and spurred by the War Between the States just thirty five years 
past. But medicine and life expectancy were still at about the same level they were when the first pilgrims landed at 
Plymouth - primitive and relatively short, about 45 years. The mercy of anesthetics was still a ways off. Christianity 
was still the predominant world view in the United States, but the church was taking on water from liberal attacks 
on every side. Darwin’s world origins, Finney’s popular form of the gospel, and secular public education were 
gaining widespread acceptance. In 1925, at the Scope’s Trial, pitting the teaching of the theory of evolution against 
the mainstay of creation, the defender of the faith in that trial, William Jennings Bryan, would technically win, but 
biblical faith in creation was the loser.

 In the first decades of the new twentieth century, America went from a third-rate power to arguably the 
most prosperous and powerful nation on earth. By 1901, we had finished off Spain’s last weak hold as a centuries-
old world power. We obtained many of its former holdings: a portion of Cuba, the Philippines, and the islands of 
Wake, Guam, and Midway; names that would play a huge role in a war about forty years away. Here are just a few 
of the major events of the years 1900 to 1929:

1. Theodore Roosevelt becomes the 26th president upon McKinley’s death by assassination, the third in our 
history. Theodore Roosevelt was a godly dynamo of a man; he used the presidency to do much that 
was good for the country, but much of it would be undone by his distant cousin and others to follow. 
Nevertheless, Theodore Roosevelt’s legacy, particularly his building the Panama Canal, would ensure his 
standing as the greatest 20th century president.
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2. In 1906 San Francisco experiences the worst earthquake in United States history, killing thousands in the 
fires that followed.

3. The Wright Brothers quiet, motor-driven airplane flight in 1903 virtually goes unnoticed until 1909, when 
the military orders a few planes for possible use in war.

4. Henry Ford’s Model T, a no-frills, affordable car, becomes the first car vast numbers of Americans fall in 
love with; it makes for a marriage that will last for a long time, leading to inter-state highways, motels, gas 
stations, and the annual family vacation.

5. The luxury ocean liners Titanic and Lusitania sink within three years of each other, 1912 and 1915. The 
first goes down from a ship-owner’s arrogance and a cold spring, the second from a callous U-Boat 
captain’s trigger finger. More than 2600 people lose their lives between them.

6. William Taft (our largest president), and Woodrow Wilson serve as presidents during the teen years. Wilson 
promises to stay out of the largest European war in history, then commits us to it in 1917 shortly after his 
second term begins, under the humanistic ideal that this war would “end all wars.”

7. “The Great War,” 1914-1918, takes over twenty millions lives, half of them civilian, and over 150,000 are 
young Americans. The political face of Europe changes forever with centuries-old kingdoms toppled and 
new alliances and countries formed. But mostly the war serves to embitter Germany and lay the seeds for 
the greater, more horrific sequel in about twenty years.

8. But America emerges from the war richer, stronger, and larger. Even the horrible influenza epidemic of 
1918, which kills half-a-million people in the United States alone, doesn’t throw us off stride much. We 
grow to forty-eight states and double our population, even after being saddled with the new income tax 
amendment in 1913.

9. Charles Lindbergh flies the Atlantic ocean solo in 1927 and we are thrilled. President “Cool Cal”, Calvin 
Coolidge takes over from the pathetic Warren G. Harding who, as the adage of the day went, had the 
good sense to die in office in 1923, just before his administration’s scandalous behavior was discovered.

10. The “Roaring Twenties” are the embodiment of eat, drink and be merry, even though Prohibition is a 
technical reality since 1918. Feminism wins its first victory in 1919 with the 20th amendment granting 
women’s suffrage, a direct assault on the covenantal family. Credit spending and investing in the market 
become dangerous in-door sports for many, many folks, except the farmers who, due to their increased 
production (thanks to the tractor) are getting lower and lower prices for their crops, then losing their 
farms.

11. By 1929, after another election, Cool Cal opts out, just in time, it appears, and the efficient Herbert 
Hoover becomes president over an economic house of cards that only needs a puff of reality to bring it 
down. The breeze comes in October of that year.
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TIME LINE II: 1900 - 1929
Briefly describe the significant event(s) studied in class in each space provided.
 * = A presidential term.

1. 1901 - 1909* __________________________________________________________________________

2. 1903 (technology) ______________________________________________________________________

3. 1906 (tragedy) _________________________________________________________________________

4. 1909 - 1913* __________________________________________________________________________

5. April, 1912 (tragedy) ____________________________________________________________________

6. 1914 - 1915 (Mexico) ___________________________________________________________________ 

7. 1913 - 1921* __________________________________________________________________________ 

8. 1913 (amendment) _____________________________________________________________________

9. June 28, 1914 (crime) ___________________________________________________________________

10. July 28, 1914 (war) ____________________________________________________________________ 

11. May 7, 1915 (tragedy) __________________________________________________________________

12. March 1917 (message) __________________________________________________________________

13. April 6, 1917 _________________________________________________________________________ 

14. October 1917 (revolt) __________________________________________________________________

15. February-November, 1918 (epidemic) ______________________________________________________

16. November 11, 1918 (war) _______________________________________________________________

17. 1919 (amendment) ____________________________________________________________________

18. 1920 (amendment) ____________________________________________________________________

19. 1921 - 1923* _________________________________________________________________________

20. 1923 - 1929* _________________________________________________________________________

21. 1925 (court case) ______________________________________________________________________

22. 1927 (accomplishment) _________________________________________________________________

23. 1929 - 1933* _________________________________________________________________________

24. October 24 & 29, 1929 _________________________________________________________________
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT
Directions: Fill in each blank with the appropriate answer as you learn more about this truly great man!

 1. Theodore Roosevelt’s dates are: Born___________________, Died____________________.

2. His primary ancestry was of ____________ immigrants, who had earned great wealth. 3. He was born in (city, 

state) _____________, _______________. 4. Although very wealthy, Roosevelt’s father was very ____________

_____toward the poor in the city. 5. His mother was from _____________ and she had many family roots in the 

south. 6. During the War Between the States, Roosevelt’s parents each supported opposing sides; his father worked 

for the ___________ cause, and his mother and grandmother quietly helped ___________________troops with 

bandages and blankets. The marriage and family did not suffer from these divided loyalties, however. 7. During 

his childhood, Roosevelt liked ________________ _____________ and had his own “museum” in his room. 8. 

He also suffered greatly from ______________, which he had to overcome through sheer exercise. 9. His father 

took the family to ________________ several times and even to _________________, where Roosevelt added 

to his collections of strange items.

 10. At eighteen, Roosevelt was admitted to _________________ University where he did extremely well 

in academics, as well as many _________________. 11. Though he had very poor ______________, he still 

loved the outdoors and hunting, as well as many other physical activities and sports. 12. While Roosevelt was away 

from home, his ____________ died suddenly at the age of 46. Roosevelt was devastated. “He was the best man 

I ever knew,” Roosevelt wrote about his father. 13. On a happier note, 

while at _______________, Roosevelt fell deeply in love with a girl 

named _________________. 14. She finally consented to marry him, 

and after graduation, he became a state _______________________. 

15. Roosevelt was very happy and planned to build a grand house on 

_________________ Bay for his wife and coming family. 16. Tragedy 

struck on ________________, 18_____, when both his wife and 

______________ died within hours of each other in the same house. 

17. Roosevelt was hurt to the core and went west to spend time on 

his ranch in ______________ __________________. 18. Although 

considered an Eastern __________ at first, he was quickly respected 

by the ______________ for his tenacious spirit and uncomplaining 

attitude in hard times. 19. During one winter, Roosevelt nearly lost his 

whole _______________ due to a blizzard. 20. He even served as a 

_____________ for a time.

 21. He returned east to fill posts in government offered to him, 

first as a ________________ ______________ Commissioner, then 
Roosevelt’s Diary Entry
for February 14, 1884
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THE STORY OF THE RMS TITANIC, APRIL 14-15, 1912

Based on the book, A Night To Remember, by Walter Lord

Main Points:

 RMS (Royal Majesty’s Ship) Titanic, of the British White Star Line, luxury liner, on her maiden (first) 
voyage, from Southhampton, England, to New York, New York

 Leaves England on April 10th to cross the Atlantic (seeking a record time for publicity’s sake) with 1316 
passengers (in various classes on various decks), and 891 crew members, total 2207 lives

 Very cold spring in north Atlantic, water temp around 28 degrees, allowing ice “calves” (bergs) to drift 
further south than usual, many seen and reported in shipping lanes, Titanic is warned many times on the 
wireless (telegraph) the evening of April 14.

 11:40 pm: Titanic strikes an iceberg along the starboard (right) side of ship, opening five “water-tight” 
compartments to the sea, just enough to ensure the ship will sink (one less flooded compartment would 
not have caused it to sink).

 April 15, 12:45 am - 2:05 am: Boats are launched and distress rocket flares fired. Confusion exists about 
how close other ships are.

 2:20 am: Titanic completely sinks, so deep that she will not be found again until 1985-86

 4:10 am: First lifeboat rescued by Carpathia. About 705 people are recovered while about 1,502 lives are 
lost. Many hundreds die from hypothermia, not drowning.

 Inquiry finds that there were only enough lifeboats to seat half the people on board. Of those, most boats 
were not filled to capacity before being launched that night. Most lifeboats had women and children, of 
those, most were from first class.

 Hard lessons learned regarding safety in passenger shipping.

 Seen as man’s arrogance (“Even God Himself could not sink her!” actual quote), as opposed to God’s 
sovereignty and providence.
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WORLD WAR I WORKSHEETS
DIRECTIONS: These worksheets are meant to serve as both a means of organizing the information presented 
in our study of the Great War, and also as review sheets for the exam to follow our study.

I. KEY PARTICIPANTS:

A. TRIPLE ENTENTE

1. Country __________________________ Key Leader  _____________________

2. Country __________________________ Key Leader  _____________________

3. Country __________________________ Key Leader  _____________________

B. TRIPLE ALLIANCE

1. Country __________________________ Key Leader  _____________________

2. Country __________________________ Key Leader  _____________________

3. Country __________________________ Key Leader  _____________________

C. How were some of the leaders above related?  ________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

D. Although the initial names given the two groups of countries were different, what names did the groups 

eventually receive?

“Triple Entente”  ______________________________________________________________________

“Triple Alliance”  ______________________________________________________________________

(This is important to remember, since in World War Two, similar titles will be used from the onset for almost 

the exact same grouping of countries.)

E. Using the map of Europe in 1915, label the following countries, then color code them according to 

their alliances: RUSSIA, GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, SERBIA, BELGIUM, FRANCE, 

GERMANY, TURKEY

II. MAJOR EVENTS OF THE WAR:

Briefly describe the significance of the following events and dates:

1914

1. June 28, Sarajevo ____________________________________________________________________

2. July 28, Austria-Hungary ______________________________________________________________

3. August 1-12 ________________________________________________________________________

4. August 26-29, Tannenberg, Prussia_______________________________________________________

5. September 5, Marne France ____________________________________________________________
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Questions:
a. How did the assassination of an archduke spark a world war? ___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
b. Why did trench warfare develop? ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
c. Describe trench warfare’s worst aspects:  ___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
d. How did the Colonialism of the European countries contribute to a world war? ____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
e. MAPS: Using the maps provided, draw lines to indicate the German and Russian advances, and the 
stalemate that was no-mans land in France.

1915

1. Submarine warfare ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. May 7, Lusitania ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. (US) German spies, sabotage ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Question:
Why did the United States resist involvement in the war to this point? _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

1916

1. March (US) ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. February - November Verdun ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. November (US) _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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HIGH & LOW LIGHTS FROM THE 1920s 
“The Roaring Twenties”

Directions: In the space following each event, person, date, term, etc., write a brief explanation of that item.
I. PEOPLE:

a. Warren G. Harding  ____________________________________________________________________
b. Calvin Coolidge  ______________________________________________________________________
c. Herbert Hoover  ______________________________________________________________________
d. John Dewey  _________________________________________________________________________
e. Sigmund Freud  _______________________________________________________________________
f. “Babe” Ruth  _________________________________________________________________________
g. Charles Lindbergh  ____________________________________________________________________
h. F. Scott Fitzgerald  _____________________________________________________________________
i. T.S. Eliot  ____________________________________________________________________________
j. Al Capone  ___________________________________________________________________________
k. J. Edgar Hoover  ______________________________________________________________________
l. “G-Men” ____________________________________________________________________________

II. EVENTS/DATES:
a. Scopes Trial  __________________________________________________________________________
b. Teapot Dome Scandal  __________________________________________________________________
c. Lindbergh’s flight  _____________________________________________________________________
d. Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929  _________________________________________________________
e. Prohibition  __________________________________________________________________________
f. Red Scare  ___________________________________________________________________________
g. Union growth  ________________________________________________________________________
h. Kellogg-Brian Pact  ____________________________________________________________________
i. 19th Amendment  _____________________________________________________________________

III. TRENDS/IDEAS:
a. Normalcy and Isolationism  ______________________________________________________________
b. “Roaring Twenties” ____________________________________________________________________
c. Hedonism and materialism  ______________________________________________________________
d. Progressive education  __________________________________________________________________
e. Evolution  ___________________________________________________________________________
f. Flappers  ____________________________________________________________________________
g. Bootlegging and speakeasies  _____________________________________________________________
h. Social Gospel  ________________________________________________________________________
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1900 - 1929 Period Review Sheet

Directions: Check off each topic as you memorize (grammar I & II)) and understand (logic III) items:

1900 - 1914 PRE-WAR AMERICA

I. Leaders:

 President William McKinley (1897 - 1901)
 President Theodore Roosevelt (1901 - 1909)
 President William Taft (1909 - 1913)
 President Woodrow Wilson (1913 - 1921)
 Henry Ford (Model T)
 Orville & Wilbur Wright (plane)
 Pancho Villa (bandito)
 General John “Blackjack” Pershing

II. Cultural Events:

 McKinley assassinated 
 Wright Brothers (1903)
 San Francisco earthquake (1906) 
 Titanic sinks (1912)
 Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand (June 28, 1914)

III. Cultural Trends:

 Imperialism
 Roosevelt’s style, “battleship diplomacy”
 Progressivism 
 European alliances
 Terrorism from Mexico 
 Social Gospel 
 Federal Regulations on food and health
 Isolationism
 Nationalism
 Optimism
 Women’s suffrage
 Temperance Movement 
 Secularizing of government schools
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1914 - 1918 WORLD WAR I

I. Leaders:

 President Woodrow Wilson
 Kaiser Wilhelm (Germany)
 Czar Nicholas II (Russia)
 King George V (England)
 General Joffre (France)
 General J. Pershing (United States)

 II. Events: 

 Archduke of Austria-Hungary shot (June 28, 1914)
 War declared (July 28, 1914)
 Germany invades neutral Belgium
 Submarine warfare
 Trench warfare
 British blockade
 Lusitania sunk (May, 1915)
 Battle of Verdun
 Czar’s family killed (1917)
 Russian revolution/out of war (1917)
 Zimmerman telegram (1917)
 United States enters war (April 6, 1917)
 Huge influenza outbreak ( 5 million die )
 War ends (November 11, 1918)
 Treaty of Versailles (July 28, 1919)

III. Trends: 

 US. neutrality
 “Total War”
 Homefront
 “No man’s land”
 Old strategies and new tactics
 “Shell shock”
 League of Nations
 Armistice
 Wilson’s 14 points
 War guilt
 Reparations
 Medical advances
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1920s - ROARING TWENTIES 

I. Leaders:

 President Woodrow Wilson (1913 - 1921)
 President Warren G. Harding (1921 - 1923 dies)
 President Calvin Coolidge (1923 - 1929) 
 President Herbert Hoover (1929 - 1933)
 J.P. Morgan (banker)
 Albert Einstein
 “Babe” Ruth   

II. Events: 

 Treaty of Versailles (July 1919)
 18th Amend.- Prohibition (1919)
 19th Amend -Women’s vote (1920)
 Scopes Trial (1925) 
 Charles Lindbergh (1927)
 Stock Market “crashes”- Depression starts (October 29, 1929)

III. Cultural Trends: 

 Loss of Idealism
 Rise of KKK
 Prohibition
 Mafia
 Speakeasies
 Jazz
 “Flappers”
 Marathons
 Hedonism
 “Generation gap”
 Stock market and speculation




