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Suggestions For Use

Thisliterature guideis designed to be completed by afifth grade student over the course of one
semester. Students may certainly read more than the five books contained in thisguideif they are so inclined.
Five required books would be areasonable goal for a school semester, but alot depends on how much time -
if any - you spend on projects, how much time daily you devote to reading, and what else you do in your
reading program. For best results, parents may read and discuss the books and the questionswith their
students.

Booksonthefifth gradeliteraturelist vary greatly in degree of difficulty. Y our students may find some
books harder to grasp than others.

Questionsfall into threebasic levels: literal, inferential, and eval uative; or, as someone put it, “on the
lines’, “between thelines’, and “beyond thelines’. Someliteral level questions have oneright answer, but
most questions have more possibilities.

Our typical reading period isabout an hour long. First someone reads aloud to the classfor 15 minutes
from abook not on theliteraturelist. It could be related to something we are studying in history, or it could be
just for fun. For the remaining 45 minutes students read and answer the comprehension questions. If they
finish early, they read abook of their choice.

Some editions of some books have no chapter numbers, so you may have to number them yourself.

A typical weekly cycleincludesfour days of new assignments; the fifth day isacatch-up day for
students who need the extratime, or afree reading day for those who don't.

| requirethorough, accurate answersin complete sentences, and | grade on content - which should
include style - and mechanics. The questions should be thought of as more short essay than short answer.

Herearethefour vocabulary steps used throughout this guide:

Vocabulary: The Four Steps
A. Find the vocabulary word; writeit in context.
B. Guessthe meaning from context; writeit.
C. Writethedictionary definition next.

D. Finally, use the word in a sentence of your own.

Enjoy your books!

David Kohl
Moscow, |1D
January 2003



TREASURE ISLAND Name

by Robert Louis Stevenson

Date

|.Chapters1 & 2

1. What isthe setting (time and place) of the book?

2. Why doesthe captain (Billy Bones) pay JJm Hawkinsasilver fourpenny on thefirst of each month?

3. How does Dr. Livesey put the old seadog in his place?

4. Why do you think Black Dog was looking for the captain?
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TREASURE ISLAND Name

by Robert Louis Stevenson

Date

II.Chapters3& 4

1. Before you read, predict what the black spot will be.

2. Do the four stepswith lubber. (Chapter 3)

A.

B
C.
D

3. A. Who do you think the blind manis?

B. Why do you think he wants to see the captain?

Note: The hamlet isavery small village near theinn.

4. What do Jim and hismother do after Billy dies?
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Answer Key
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