
CANON CLASSICS  
End-of-Book Test 

HAMLET

NAME:_________________
SCORE: _________ / 26 pts.  

THE BOOK:1 Answer the questions below. 

1. What was Shakespeare’s occupation? (2 pts.)

THE PLOT: Answer the questions below quickly and succinctly. 

2. What terrifying figure makes an appearance in the first scene? (2 pts.) 

3. Who are Hamlet’s two school friends who try to outwit him? (2 pts.)

4. What does Hamlet mean when he says that he intends to hold a “mirror up to nature”? (4 pts.) 

 

5. What dilemma is Hamlet pondering in his famous “to be or not to be” speech? (4 pts.) 

THE WORLDVIEW: Please complete the following essay questions on the back of this test or a separate sheet of paper. Be specific 
and detailed in your answers, showing original thought and creativity (e.g., don’t just regurgitate the Worldview Guide.)

6. Essay 1: What are some of the interpretative difficulties in the play? (6 pts.)

7. Essay 2: What is your interpretation of Hamlet? (6 pts.)

1.  This test is copyright ©2016 by Canon Press. You may make copies of this test for educational, nonprofit purposes. Answers are in each classic’s Worl-
dview Guide, which can be purchased at www.canonpress.com/canon-classics.




