
AN IMPRINT OF CANON PRESS | MOSCOW, IDAHO

Greek Heroes
 

Imitation in Writing 
Book 3

M AT T  W H I T L I N G



Published by Logos Press

The Curriculum Division of Canon Press

PO Box 8729, Moscow, Idaho 83843 

800-488-2034 | www.logospressonline.com

Matt Whitling, Greek Heroes: Imitation in Writing, Book 3
Copyright ©2000, 2022 by Matt Whitling.

Third edition — 2022, Logos Press. Second edition — 2000, Logos School Materials (now Logos 

Press)

Cover design and illustration by Forrest Dickison

Interior design by Valerie Anne Bost

Printed in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 

Some stories are adapted from Charles Kingsley’s The Heroes, or Greek Fairy Tales (1889, 1906), 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, Tanglewood Tales (1853), and Thomas Bulfinch’s Mythology: Age of Fable 

(1853).

All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, no part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopy, recording, or otherwise, without prior permission of the author, except as provided 

by USA copyright law. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31   10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Greek Heroes is Book 3 in a growing series of Imitation in Writing materials designed 

to teach aspiring writers the art and discipline of crafting delightful prose and 

poetry.

  
Imitation in Writing SeriesImitation in Writing Series
Aesop’s Myths: Imitation in Writing, Book 1 The Grammar of Poetry Primer

Fairy Tales: Imitation in Writing, Book 2 The Grammar of Poetry Primer, Teacher’s Edition

Greek Heroes: Imitation in Writing, Book 3 The Grammar of Poetry

Greek Myths: Imitation in Writing, Book 4 The Grammar of Poetry, Teacher’s Edition

Medieval Myths: Imitation in Writing, Book 5 
 



ContentsContents

  Introduction for the Teacher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

 1   1  Perseus and Medusa.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15

 2   2  Perseus and Andromeda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

 3   3  How Perseus Came Home Again . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

 4   4  The Training of Jason . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

 5   5  How They Built the Ship Argo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

 6   6  How the Argonauts Sailed to Colchis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

 7   7  The End of the Quest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

 8   8  Hercules’s First Labor—The Nemean Lion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

 9   9  Hercules’s Second Labor—The Lernean Hydra . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69

 10   10 Hercules’s Third Labor—The Stag of Aenoe .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75

 1 1   1 1  Hercules’s Fourth Labor—The Wild Boar of Erymanthus  . . . . . . . 81

 12   12  Hercules’s Fifth Labor—The Augean Stables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

 13   13  Hercules’s Sixth Labor—The Stymphalian Birds . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

 14   14  Hercules’s Seventh Labor—The Wild Bull of Crete . . . . . . . . . . . 97

 15   15  Hercules’s Eighth Labor—The Mares of Diomede.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .101

 16   16  Hercules’s Ninth Labor—The Girdle of Hippolyta  . . . . . . . . . . .105

 17   17  Hercules’s Tenth Labor—Geryon the Monster  . . . . . . . . . . . . .109

 18   18  Hercules’s Eleventh Labor—The Golden Apples  . . . . . . . . . . . .113

 19   19  Hercules’s Twelfth Labor—The Dog Cerberus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .117

 20  20 How Theseus Lifted the Stone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121

 21   21  How Theseus Slew the Club-Bearer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .127

 22  22 How Theseus Slew the Pine-Bender, Sciron, and Kerkuon . . . . . . .133

 23  23 How Theseus Slew Procrustes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139



 24  24 Theseus Meets Aegeus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .145

 25  25 Theseus and the Minotaur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .151

  Plot Key.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .159

  Roman/Greek Name Chart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .164

  Glossary of Mythological Terms and Gods  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .165



1G R E E K  H E R O E S :  I M I TAT I O N  I N  W R I T I N G ,  B O O K  3  

Introduction for the TeacherIntroduction for the Teacher

BackgroundBackground
We are commanded in Scripture to imitate the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We are also commanded to imitate those brothers 

and sisters who through faith and patience have inherited 

the promises. To imitate something or someone means

• to do or try to do after the manner of; to follow the ex-

ample of; to copy in action

• to make or produce a copy or representation of; to copy, 

reproduce

• to be, become, or make oneself like; to assume the as-

pect or semblance of; to simulate*

This God-sanctioned method of learning is an essential 

tool for educating young people. For example, how is it that 

we teach a child to perform simple physical skills such as 

throwing and catching? “Hold your hands like this. Step for-

ward as you throw like this.” Imitation. How is it that we 

teach a child how to form his letters correctly? “Hold your 

pencil like this. Look at this ‘a’. Trace this letter. Now, you 

try to make an ‘a’ like this one.” Imitation. How is it that we 

teach art? At Logos School students learn how to paint by 

imitating master painters of the past. “This is a good paint-

ing. Let’s see if you can reproduce it.” Imitation. How is it 

that music is taught, or reading, or math? Very often the best 

instruction in any of these areas necessarily includes imita-

tion. Why, when it comes to teaching young people writing, 

do we educators regularly neglect this effective tool?

* James H. Murray, ed., A New English Dictionary on Historical Principles, vol. 5, part 
1 (Oxford: OUP, 1901), s.v. “imitate.”

ss
WORD TO  
THE WISE 

Paul tells the Corinthians 
to imitate him, just as 
he imitates Christ (1 
Cor. 4:16, 11:1). This is 
because fathers are often 
examples that children 
imitate, and Paul tells 
the Corinthians that 
they do not have many 
spiritual fathers (4:15), so 
they should look to his 
example.
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Educators in seventeenth-century England knew the val-

ue of imitation as a tool through which they could teach 

style, particularly in the area of writing. The primary meth-

od of imitation in these English grammar schools was called 

Double Translation. In a double translation the teacher 

would translate a Latin work into English. The student was 

to copy this English translation over, paying close attention 

to every word and its significance. Then the student was to 

write down the English and Latin together, one above the 

other, making each language answer to the other. After-

ward, the student translated the original Latin to English 

on his own. This was the first part of the translation. The 

second part took place ten days afterward when the student 

was given his final English translation and required to turn 

it back into good Latin.

Benjamin Franklin wrote of a similar exercise that he 

employed to educate himself a century later. When he was 

a young man he came across a particular piece of writing 

that he delighted in, The Spectator. The Spectator is a series of 

555 popular essays published in 1711 and 1712. These es-

says were intended to improve manners and morals, raise 

the cultural level of the middle-class reader, and popularize 

serious ideas in science and philosophy. They were written 

well, the style was excellent, and Franklin wanted to imitate 

it. Here is Franklin’s method of “double translation” regard-

ing The Spectator:

With that view (imitating this great work) I took some of 

the papers, and making short hints of the sentiments in 

each sentence, laid them by a few days, and then, with-

out looking at the book, tried to complete the papers 

again, by expressing each hinted sentiment at length, 

and as fully as it had been expressed before, in any suit-

able words that should occur to me. Then I compared my 

Spectator with the original, discovered some of my faults, 

and corrected them. 

l
DEFINITION

Double Translation is 
an exercise where 
the students translate 
something both from 
Latin to English and from 
English to Latin.

zz
HISTORY

Benjamin Franklin 
(1706–1790) was both a 
popular writer and one 
of America’s Founding 
Fathers, serving in both 
the Continental Congress 
and the Constitutional 
Convention. He also 
wrote an autobiography.
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But he realized that he needed a greater stock of words 

in order to add variety and clarity of thought to his writing. 

Therefore I took some of the tales in the Spectator, and 

turned them into verse; and, after a time, when I had pret-

ty well forgotten the prose, turned them back again. I also 

sometimes jumbled my collection of hints into confusion, 

and after some weeks endeavored to reduce them into the 

best order, before I began to form the sentences and com-

plete the subject. This was to teach me method in the ar-

rangement of thoughts. By comparing my work with the 

original, I discovered many faults and corrected them; but 

I sometimes had the pleasure to fancy that, in particulars 

of small consequence, I had been fortunate enough to im-

prove the method or the language, and this encouraged me 

to think that I might in time become to be a tolerable En-

glish writer, of which I was extremely ambitious.

Now the question is, “How can we employ a similar 

methodology?”

SchedulesSchedules
We know there are a lot of myths in this book. Don’t feel 

that you need to do every single one in the book (although 

you can if you want to). 

1.  You might do a bi-weekly composition practice in which 

you do one story every other week. If you want, you can 

just read a myth for fun in the off-weeks without doing 

the assignment. 

2. If you want a more relaxed pace and have other mate-

rials you want to supplement Imitation in Writing with, 

every three weeks you could read two of the myths out 

loud with your child and pick one of them to rewrite.

l
DEFINITIONS

Clarity in writing is 
the ability to express 
something as simply as 
possible so that readers 
can understand it.

Variety in writing is 
the ability to express 
something with different 
sentence patterns and 
styles.
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Classroom InstructionsClassroom Instructions

DAY 1

1. READ SILENTLY: Have the students read the myth quietly to 

themselves, paying close attention to the story line. When 

they are done, they should underline the vocabulary words 

and describe the characters. Discuss, by means of question-

ing, who the characters are in the myth and what took place.

2. STUDENT READS MYTH: Choose a student to come to the 

front of the class and read the entire myth while the class 

follows along. (Variation: To develop listening and note tak-

ing skills try reading the myth to your students without giv-

ing them a copy of it.)

3. ORAL RETELLING: The teacher calls on individual students 

to retell the myth in their own words. These oral summaries 

should be short and to the point.

4. VOCABULARY: Call on one student for each of the vocabu-

lary words. That student will read the sentence in which the 

word is found, providing context, and then define the word 

for the class. Occasionally the student definition will need to 

be modified by the teacher so that it is an exact match with 

the vocabulary word in the myth. One-word definitions work 

well. The idea here is to provide the students with a synonym 

for each vocabulary word which could be substituted into the 

sentence without distorting the meaning. Have the students 

write the definition of each word on the blank provided.

5. OUTLINE THE PLOT: Initially this activity should be guided 

by the teacher and completed as a class. Providing every oth-

er simple sentence or phrase for each scene is helpful for 

younger students. There is some room for variation in the 

exact wording of the sentence or phrase. The rules are that 

each sentence or phrase must be three to four words long 

and represent a significant chronological event in that scene. 

From time to time the students will come up with a better 
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sentence or phrase than the one provided in the Plot Key at 

the back of this book. Use it, by all means.

6. CHARACTERS: At this point the students will list the main 

characters in the story and write a few descriptive words 

about each.

7. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: Discuss any additional require-

ments and have the students write them on the blanks pro-

vided at the bottom of each worksheet. For additional require-

ments, I recommend teaching your students figures of speech 

and requiring that they use them in their own writing—meta-

phor, simile, synecdoche, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, rhetorical 

question, personification, pun, oxymoron, alliteration.

8. PASS IN ORIGINAL MYTH: Before the students begin rewrit-

ing the myth, they must pass the original one in. Some stu-

dents will want to read through the myth one more time to 

better understand what the whole thing is all about.

9. WRITE FIRST DRAFT: The students are now ready to rewrite 

the myth using their outlines to guide them. I allow my stu-

dents to change the characters and some of the incidentals 

of the story in their rewrites as long as the plot is identifiable. 

The exceptionally good writers in the class will thrive off of 

this opportunity to be innovative. The students who are less 

comfortable with writing will tend to stick to the same char-

acters and incidentals, which is fine. All of the vocabulary 

words must be used correctly and underlined in the rewrite. 

The students should used ruled paper and skip lines on the 

first draft to allow room for editing. The edited first draft will 

be due on the morning of Day 2. 

DAY 2

10. PARENTS EDIT: Students take their rewrites home to com-

plete the first draft and then they have their parents edit it. 

This is most profitable when the parents sit down with the 

student and edit the myth together. Guidelines for editing 
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can be sent home at the beginning of the year or communi-

cated at a back-to-school night so that parents know what is 

expected. The edited final draft will be due on the morning 

of Day 3.

DAY 3

11. FINAL DRAFT: Time in class can be provided for the students 

to work on the final draft. The students should use ruled pa-

per, but not skip lines. I allow the students to draw an illumi-

nated letter at the beginning of their story if they like.

DAY 4

12. GRADING: The grading sheets (page 9) can be duplicated, cut 

out, completed, and stapled to each student’s rewrite. This 

will help the teacher to focus on the essential aspects of the 

composition as he is grading it and will provide specific feed-

back to the student and parents regarding which areas will 

need more attention in the future. If you have a different pol-

icy for grading writing assignments, then simply disregard 

the grading sheet.

Homeschool InstructionsHomeschool Instructions
DAY 1

2. READ SILENTLY: Have the student read the myth quietly to him-

self, paying close attention to the storyline. When he is done, he 

should underline the vocabulary words and describe the char-

acters. Discuss, by means of questioning, who the characters 

are in the myth and what took place.

3. STUDENT READS MYTH: The student reads the entire myth 

out loud.

4. ORAL RETELLING: The teacher calls on the student to retell 

the myth in their own words. These oral summaries should 

be short and to the point.
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5. VOCABULARY: For each of the major vocabulary words, have 

your student read the sentence in which the word is found, 

providing context, and then define the word. Occasionally 

the student’s definition will need to be modified by the teach-

er so that it is an exact match with the vocabulary word in 

the myth. One-word definitions work well. The idea here is 

to provide the student with a synonym for each vocabulary 

word which could be substituted into the sentence without 

distorting the meaning. Have the student write the definition 

of each word on the blank provided.

6. OUTLINE THE PLOT: Initially this activity should be guided 

by the teacher and completed by the student. Providing ev-

ery other simple sentence or phrase for each scene is helpful 

for younger students. There is some room for variation in the 

exact wording of the sentence or phrase. The rules are that 

each sentence or phrase must be three to four words long 

and represent a significant chronological event in that scene. 

From time to time the student will come up with a better 

sentence or phrase than the one provided in the Plot Key at 

the back of this book. Use it, by all means.

7. CHARACTERS: At this point the student will list the main 

characters in the story and write a few descriptive words 

about each.

8. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: Discuss any additional re-

quirements and have the student write them on the blanks 

provided at the bottom of each worksheet. For additional 

requirements, I recommend teaching your student figures 

of speech and requiring that they use them in their own 

writing—metaphor, simile, synecdoche, hyperbole, ono-

matopoeia, rhetorical question, personification, pun, oxy-

moron, alliteration.

9. PASS IN ORIGINAL MYTH: Before the student begins re-

writing the myth, they must pass the original one in. Some 
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students will want to read through the myth one more time 

to better understand what the whole thing is all about.

10. WRITE FIRST DRAFT: The student is now ready to rewrite 

the myth using his outline as a guide. I allow my students 

to change the characters and some of the incidentals of the 

story in their rewrites as long as the plot is identifiable. The 

exceptionally good writers will thrive off of this opportunity 

to be innovative. The students who are less comfortable with 

writing will tend to stick to the same characters and inciden-

tals, which is fine. All of the vocabulary words must be used 

correctly and underlined in the rewrite. The student should 

skip lines on the first draft to allow room for editing.

DAY 2

11. EDIT: You will now edit your student’s rewrite of the myth. 

This is most profitable when you sit down with the student 

and edit the myth together. The edited draft will be due on 

the morning of Day 3.

DAY 3

12. FINAL DRAFT: Have your student go over your edits to make 

a final draft. The student should use ruled paper, but not skip 

lines. I allow the students to draw an illuminated letter at 

the beginning of their story if they like. This final draft will 

be due on the morning of Day 4.

DAY 4

13. GRADING: The grading sheets (page 9) can be duplicated, 

cut out, completed, and stapled to each student’s rewrite. 

This will help the teacher to focus on the essential aspects 

of the composition as he is grading it and will provide spe-

cific feedback to the student and parents regarding which 

areas will need more attention in the future. If you have a 

different policy for grading writing assignments, then sim-

ply disregard the grading sheet.
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ExampleExample
The following samples will help you see what students will 

be reading and what work is expected of them.

ORIGINAL STORY

15G R E E K  H E R O E S :  I M I TAT I O N  I N  W R I T I N G ,  B O O K  3  

Myth 1:  Myth 1:  

Perseus and MedusaPerseus and Medusa

1. Perseus Sets Out

Perseus was the son of Jupiter and Danae. His grand-

father Acrisius, alarmed by an oracle which had told 

him that his daughter’s child would be the instrument 

of his death, caused the mother and child to be shut up 

in a chest and set adrift on the sea. The chest floated 

till it was found by a fisherman who carried the moth-

er and infant to Polydectes, the king of the country, 

by whom they were treated fairly. When Perseus was 

grown up, Polydectes wanted to marry Danae. He knew 

Perseus would never approve so he cruelly sent him to 

attempt a challenge which almost surely meant death–

the conquest of Medusa, a terrible monster who had 

laid waste the country.

Before Perseus left, Minerva and Mercury came to 

him in a cloud. Minerva smiled at him and said, “Listen 

to me, for if you forget my words, you will indeed die. 

You must go north till you find the Gorgon, that you 

may slay her. Once she was a maiden as beautiful as 

morning, till in her pride she sinned a sin at which the 

sun hid his face. From that day her hair was turned to 

vipers and her hands to eagle’s claws, and her eyes be-

came so terrible that whosoever looks on them is turned 

to stone. So she became the sister of the Gorgons.

Perseus replied, “but how am I to escape her eyes? 

Will she not freeze me into stone?” “You shall take this 

polished shield,” said Minerva, “and when you come 

near her look not at her herself, but at her image in the 

brass; so you may strike her safely. And when you have 

zz
HISTORY

Perseus is truly the classic 
hero. Like Moses, he is put 
in the water and rescued 
from death at his birth. He 
is also the true prince who 
needs to win his throne. 
He is denied his rightful 
throne by his grandfather 
Acrisius and like any good 
prince, he has to defeat a 
monster to reclaim it.

Section numbering guides 
students in outlining the 
myth on their worksheets.

Margin notes help explain 
the history of the myth 
or something unique or 
interesting about it.

Students will be asked 
to underline the lesson’s 
vocabulary words in the 
story.
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WORKSHEET, PAGE 1

Students will write their 
name and the date on 
each worksheet.

Challenging words in each 
myth are listed. Students 
will identify them in the 
text and defi ne them on 
the worksheet. 

The section numbers 
here correspond to those 
in the text.
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Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Date:  _________________________________________________________________
WORKSHEETWORKSHEET

Myth 1: Perseus and MedusaMyth 1: Perseus and Medusa

I . VOCABULARY

Underline the following words in the myth and define them below.

1. renown:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. hasty:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. brazen:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. tresses:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. grope:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

II . PLOT

Write a few simple sentences or phrases to describe the main actions that take 

place in each scene of “Perseus and Medusa.”

1. Perseus Sets Out

a.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Journey

d.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Perseus Flies Away

g.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

fame
hurried`
gleaming
long`hair
feel`around

Marcus`Murdoch
November`17,`2021

Polydectes`sends`Perseus`to`fight`Medusa.

Medusa`the`monster`has`snakes`for`hair.`

The`gods`give`Perseus`gifts`to`help`him.

Perseus`finds`the`Gorgons

Perseus`sees`she`is`beautiful`but`hideous.

Perseus`kills`Medusa.

The`Gorgons`give`chase.

Perseus`escapes.

Pegasus`is`born`from`Neptune`and`Medusa ’s`blood.
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WORKSHEET, PAGE 2

Students will learn to 
identify characters in a 
story by listing them on 
the worksheet.

The meat of the lesson 
comes in the rewriting of 
the story in the student’s 
own words. 

You can take this 
opportunity to have 
students practice using 
fi gures of speech and 
other writing techniques.

The Bonus Challenge 
provides extra inspiration 
for students who are 
ready to push themselves 
a little harder creatively. 

20 M y t h  1 :  P e r s e u s  a n d  M e d u s a M y t h  1 :  P e r s e u s  a n d  M e d u s a 

III . CHARACTERS

List and briefly describe the main characters in this myth:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. IMITATION

rewrite “Perseus and Medusa.”

• use only your outline — no looking back at the original story. 

• Write at least three separate paragraphs — one for each scene

• Write a first draft then a final draft on blank paper. 

• Be sure to include and underline all of the vocabulary words.

• additional requirements as instructed:  __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Bonus Challenge: Change what Medusa turns people into. Maybe she turns peo-

ple into chocolate with her gaze.

Perseus:`son`of`Jupiter`and`a`mortal,`a`hero`who`must`defeat`Medusa

Polydectes:`king`who`wants`to`kill`Perseus`so`he`can`have`Danae

Minerva:`goddess`of`war`who`gives`Perseus`a`shield`with`a`mirror`in`it

Mercury:`messenger`god`who`gives`Perseus`winged`shoes

Medusa:`Gorgon`with`snake`hair`and`eagle`claws,`whose`face`can`

turn`people`to`stone.

     ````````Use`at`least`one`metaphor,`

simile,`and`analogy`in`your`rewrite.
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STUDENT’S REWRITE

Students will write their 
name and the date on 
the fi rst page.

Students must title their 
story. If they follow the 
bonus challenge, their 
title may not match the 
original. 

The fi rst line of each 
paragraph should be 
indented. 

All vocabulary words 
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Perseus`and`Medusa

1.`Perseus`Sets`Out

Perseus`was`the`son`of`Jupiter`and`Danae.`A`wicked`king`

called`Polydectes`wanted`to`marry`Perseus’s`mother,`but`he`

knew`that`the`strong`and`brave`Perseus`would`never`let`him.`

So`Polydectes`sent`Perseus`off`to`fight`the`monster`Medusa.

The`gods`Minerva`and`Mercury`came`to`Perseus`to`help`

him.`Minerva`said,`“To`find`the`monster`Medusa,`you`must`go`

north.`She`was`once`a`beautiful`maiden,`but`she`was`proud`and`

as`punishment`she`now`has`snakes`for`hair`and`eagle`claws`

for`hands`and`whoever`she`looks`at`turns`to`stone.”`

Perseus`asked`Minerva`how`he`could`escape`her.`Minerva`

gave`him`a`polished`shield`and`told`him`that`if`he`looked`at`her`

reflection`in`the`mirror`of`the`shield`he`could`fight`her`without`

being`turned`to`stone.`Minerva`added,`“When`you`have`chopped`off`

her`head,`wrap`it`in`this`goat-skin`and`you`will`win`renown`.”`

Then`Perseus`said,`“How`shall`I`find`her,`since`she`is`far`

away,`and`how`will`I`kill`her`since`she`is`covered`in`scales?”`

Mercury`replied,`“Take`these`winged`sandals.`They`will`carry`you`

in`the`heavens`over`many`lands.`This`sword`will`cut`off`her`head`

and`you`will`not`need`to`strike`a`second`time.”`So`Perseus`put`on`

the`sandals`and`the`sword`and`took`the`shield`and`flew`off`.

2.`The`Gorgons

Hasty`Perseus`traveled`far`north`until`he`found`the`Gorgons.`

He`held`the`mirror`of`the`shield`above`his`head`and`looked`into`

it`to`see`the`Gorgons.`They`were`huge,`but`he`could`not`be`seen`
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Myth 1:  Myth 1:  

Perseus and MedusaPerseus and Medusa

1. Perseus Sets Out

Perseus was the son of Jupiter and Danae. His grand-

father Acrisius, alarmed by an oracle which had told 

him that his daughter’s child would be the instrument 

of his death, caused the mother and child to be shut up 

in a chest and set adrift on the sea. The chest floated till 

it was found by a fisherman who carried the mother and 

infant to Polydectes, the king of the country, by whom 

they were treated fairly. When Perseus was grown up, 

Polydectes wanted to marry Danae. He knew Perseus 

would never approve so he cruelly sent him to attempt 

a challenge which almost surely meant death—the 

conquest of Medusa, a terrible monster who had laid 

waste the country.

Before Perseus left, Minerva and Mercury came to 

him in a cloud. Minerva smiled at him and said, “Listen 

to me, for if you forget my words, you will indeed die. 

You must go north till you find Medusa, that you may 

slay her. Once she was a maiden as beautiful as morn-

ing, till in her pride she sinned a sin at which the sun 

hid his face. From that day her hair was turned to vipers 

and her hands to eagle’s claws, and her eyes became 

so terrible that whosoever looks on them is turned to 

stone. So she became the sister of the Gorgons.

Perseus replied, “but how am I to escape her eyes? 

Will she not freeze me into stone?” “You shall take this 

polished shield,” said Minerva, “and when you come 

near her look not at her herself, but at her image in the 

brass; so you may strike her safely. And when you have 

zz
HISTORY

Perseus is truly the classic 
hero. Like Moses, he is put 
in the water and rescued 
from death at his birth. He 
is also the true prince who 
needs to win his throne. 
He is denied his rightful 
throne by his grandfather 
Acrisius and like any good 
prince, he has to defeat a 
monster to reclaim it.
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struck off her head, wrap it, with your face turned away, in the folds of the 

goatskin on which the shield hangs. So you will win to yourself renown.”

Then Perseus said, “I will go, though I die in going. But how shall I cross 

the seas without a ship? When I find her, how shall I slay her, if her scales 

are iron and brass?”

Then Mercury spoke, “Take these sandals of mine. They will bear you 

across the seas and over hill and dale like a bird. This sword itself will kill 

her for it is divine and needs no second stroke. Arise and put them on and 

go forth.”

So Perseus arose and put on the sandals and the sword. And Minerva 

cried, “Now leap from the cliff and be gone.”

Then Perseus looked down the cliff and shuddered; but he was ashamed 

to show his dread. Then he thought of Medusa and the renown before him, 

and he leaped into the empty air. And behold, instead of falling he floated 

and stood and ran along the sky. He looked back, but Minerva and Mercury 

had vanished, and the sandals led him on northward ever.
 

2. The Journey

Then hasty Perseus went on boldly, far away into the heart of the 

Unshapen Land, till he heard the rustle of the Gorgons’ wings and saw the 

glitter of their brazen talons. Then he knew that it was time to halt, lest 

Medusa should freeze him into stone.

He thought awhile with himself and remembered Minerva’s words. He 

rose into the air and held the mirror of the shield above his head and 

looked up into it so that he might see all that was below him.

And he saw the three Gorgons sleeping as huge as elephants. He 

knew that they could not see him because the hat of darkness hid him, 

and yet he trembled as he sank down near them, so terrible were those 

brazen claws.

Two of the Gorgons were foul as swine and lay sleeping heavily, but 

Medusa tossed to and fro restlessly, and as she tossed Perseus pitied her. 

She looked so fair and sad. Perseus had not the heart to strike and said, 

“Ah, would that it had been either of her sisters!”

But as he looked, from among her tresses, the vipers’ heads awoke and 

showed their fangs and hissed; and Medusa, as she tossed, threw back 
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her wings and showed her brazen claws; and Perseus saw that, for all her 

beauty, she was as foul and venomous as the rest.

Then he came down and looked steadfastly on his mirror and struck 

with the sword bravely once; and he did not need to strike again. Then he 

wrapped the head in the goatskin, turning away his eyes, and sprang into 

the air, faster than he ever sprang before. For Medusa’s wings and talons 

rattled as she sank dead upon the rocks, and her two foul sisters woke and 

saw her lying dead.
 

3. Perseus Flies Away

Into the air they sprang yelling and looked for the one who had done 

the deed. Three times they swung round and round like hawks who grope 

for a partridge, and three times they snuffed round and round like hounds 

who draw upon a deer. At last they struck upon the scent of the blood, and 

they checked for a moment to make sure; and then on they rushed with a 

fearful howl, while the wind rattled hoarse in their wings.

On they rushed, sweeping and flapping, like eagles after a hare; and Per-

seus’ blood ran cold, for all his courage, as he saw them come howling on 

his track; and he cried, “Bear me well now, brave sandals, for the hounds 

of Death are at my heels!”

And well the brave sandals bore him, through cloud and sunshine, 

across the shoreless sea. Fast followed the hounds of Death, as the roar 

of their wings came down the wind. But the roar came down fainter and 

fainter, and the howl of their voices died away; for the sandals were too 

swift, even for Gorgons. By nightfall they were far behind, two black specks 

in the southern sky.

And as Perseus flew the blood dripped from Medusa’s head and fell into 

the ocean far below. Neptune, who had once been in love with Medusa 

when she was a beautiful maiden, was deeply moved. Remembering how 

she had once been, he mixed the drops of her blood with the white foam 

of the sea and created the winged horse Pegasus.
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Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Date:  _________________________________________________________________
WORKSHEETWORKSHEET

Myth 1: Perseus and MedusaMyth 1: Perseus and Medusa

I . VOCABULARY

Underline the following words in the myth and define them below.

1. renown:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. hasty:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. brazen:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. tresses:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. grope:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

II . PLOT

Write a few simple sentences or phrases to describe the main actions that take 

place in each scene of “Perseus and Medusa.”

1. Perseus Sets Out

a.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Journey

d.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Perseus Flies Away

g.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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III . CHARACTERS

List and briefly describe the main characters in this myth:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. IMITATION

Rewrite “Perseus and Medusa.”

• Use only your outline—no looking back at the original story. 

• Write at least three separate paragraphs—one for each scene.

• Write a first draft then a final draft on blank paper. 

• Be sure to include and underline all of the vocabulary words.

• Additional requirements as instructed:  __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Bonus Challenge: Change what Medusa turns people into. Maybe she turns peo-

ple into chocolate with her gaze.
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Myth 2:  Myth 2:  

Perseus and AndromedaPerseus and Andromeda

1. A King’s Daughter

After killing Medusa, Perseus flitted onward, over 

many a league of sea, till at the dawn of one day 

he looked toward the cliffs; and at the water’s edge, 

under a black rock, he saw a white image stand. “This,” 

thought he, “must surely be the statue of some sea-

god; I will go near and see what kind of gods these 

barbarians worship.”

So he came near; but when he came, it was no statue 

but a maiden of flesh and blood, for he could see her 

tresses streaming in the breeze; and as he came closer 

still, he could see how she shrank and shivered when 

the waves sprinkled her with cold salt spray. Her arms 

were spread above her head and fastened to the rock 

with chains of brass, and her head drooped on her 

bosom, either with sleep or weariness or grief. But 

now and then she looked up and wailed and called her 

mother; yet she did not see Perseus, for the cap of dark-

ness was on his head.

Full of pity and indignation, Perseus drew near and 

looked upon the maid. He thought, “I have never seen 

so beautiful a maiden; no, not in all our isles. Surely 

she is a king’s daughter. Do barbarians treat their kings’ 

daughters thus? I will speak to her.”

Lifting the hat from his head, he flashed into her 

sight. She shrieked with terror and tried to hide her 

face with her hair, for she could not with her hands; 

but Perseus cried, “Do not fear me, fair one. What cruel 

men have bound you? But first I will set you free.”

zz
HISTORY

Again, Perseus proves 
to be the ideal fairy tale 
prince: he kills the dragon 
and gets the girl. He also 
heals the land from its 
curse and fights against 
the wicked step-uncle. The 
Greeks often believed that 
tragedy was the result of 
hubris (pride). The queen 
challenges the gods by 
comparing her daughter 
to nymphs. Notice also 
that Perseus willingly 
gives up the gods’ gifts: he 
is presented as a pious 
man because he knows 
his place in the world’s 
pecking order.
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He tore at the fetters, but they were too strong for him. The maiden 

cried, “Touch me not; I am accursed, left as a sacrifice to the sea-gods. 

They will slay you if you dare to set me free.”

“Let them try,” said Perseus. Drawing his sword, he cut through the brass 

as if it was flax. “Now,” he said, “you belong to me and not to these sea-gods, 

whosoever they may be!” But she only called the more on her mother.

“Why call on your mother? She can be no mother to have left you here. 

If a bird is dropped out of the nest, it belongs to the man who picks it up. 

If a jewel is cast by the wayside, it is his who dare win it and wear it, as I 

will win you and will wear you. I know now why Minerva sent me here. She 

sent me to gain a prize worth all my toil and more.”

And he clasped her in his arms and cried, “Where are these sea-gods, 

cruel and unjust, who doom fair maids to death? I carry the weapons 

of immortals. But tell me, maiden, who you are and what dark fate 

brought you here.”

And she answered, weeping, “I am the daughter of Cepheus, King of 

Iopa, and my mother is Cassiopeia of the beautiful tresses, and they called 

me Andromeda, as long as life was mine. And I stand bound here, hapless 

that I am, for the sea-monster’s food, to atone for my mother’s sin. For she 

boasted of me once that I was fairer than the sea-nymphs, so they in their 

wrath sent a monster bred of the slime who devours all living things. And 

now he must devour me, guiltless though I am. The priests say that noth-

ing but my blood can atone for a sin which I never committed.”

But Perseus laughed and said, “A sea-monster? I have fought with worse 

than him; I would have faced immortals for your sake; how much more a 

beast of the sea?”
 

2. The Sea-monster

And then, suddenly looking up, Andromeda pointed to the sea and 

shrieked, “There he comes, with the sunrise, as they promised. I must die 

now. How shall I endure it? Oh, go! Is it not dreadful enough to be torn 

without having you to look on?” And she tried to thrust him away.

But he said, “I go; yet promise me one thing ere I go: that if I slay this 

beast you will be my wife and come back with me to my kingdom in fruit-

ful Argos, for I am a king’s heir. Promise me!”
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Then she lifted up her face and smiled; and Perseus laughed for joy and 

flew upward, while Andromeda crouched trembling on the rock, waiting 

for what might befall. 

On came the great sea-monster, coasting along like a huge black galley. 

His great sides were fringed with clustering shells and sea-weeds, and the 

water gurgled in and out of his wide jaws as he rolled along, dripping and 

glistening in the beams of the morning sun. 

At last he saw Andromeda and shot forward to take his prey.

Then down from the height of the air fell Perseus like a shooting star, 

down to the crests of the waves, while Andromeda hid her face as he 

shouted; and then there was silence for a while.

At last she looked up trembling and saw Perseus springing toward her; 

and instead of the monster there was a long black rock with the sea rip-

pling quietly round it.

Then Perseus lifted his fair Andromeda in his arms and flew with her to 

the clifftop as a falcon carries a dove.

 
3. Wedding Feast

The people were proud. For they had stood watching the monster from 

the cliffs, wailing for the maiden’s fate. Already a messenger had gone 

to Cepheus and Cassiopeia, where they sat in sackcloth and ashes in 

the innermost palace chambers, awaiting their daughter’s end. And they 

came, and all the city with them, to see the wonder, and they received 

their daughter back again as one alive from the dead.

Then Cepheus said, “Stay here with me and be my son-in-law, and I will 

give you half of my kingdom.”

“I will be your son-in-law,” said Perseus, “but of your kingdom I will have 

none, for I long after the pleasant land of Greece and my mother who 

waits for me at home.”

Then Cepheus said, “You must not take my daughter away at once, for 

she is like one alive from the dead. Stay with us here a year, and after that 

you shall return with honor.” And Perseus consented, and they made a 

great wedding-feast, which lasted seven whole days, and who so happy as 

Perseus and Andromeda?
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But on the eighth night Perseus dreamed a dream; and he saw standing 

beside him Minerva and she stood and called him by name and said, “Per-

seus, you have played the man and, see, you have your reward. Now give 

me here Herpe the sword and the sandals and the hat of darkness that I 

may give them back to their owners; but the Gorgon’s head you shall keep 

a while, for you will need it in your land of Greece.”

And Perseus rose to give her the sword and the cap and the sandals; but 

he woke, and his dream vanished away. And yet it was not altogether a 

dream; for the goat-skin with the head was in its place; but the sword, and 

the cap, and the sandals were gone, and Perseus never saw them again.
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Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Date:  _________________________________________________________________
WORKSHEETWORKSHEET

Myth 2: Perseus and AndromedaMyth 2: Perseus and Andromeda

I . VOCABULARY

Underline the following words in the myth and define them below.

1. indignation:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. flax:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. atone:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. sackcloth:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

5. consent:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

II . PLOT

Write a few simple sentences or phrases to describe the main actions that take 

place in each scene of “Perseus and Andromeda.”

1. A King’s Daughter

a.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Sea-monster

d.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Wedding Feast

g.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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III . CHARACTERS

List and briefly describe the main characters in this myth:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. IMITATION

Rewrite “Perseus and Andromeda.”

• Use only your outline—no looking back at the original story. 

• Write at least three separate paragraphs—one for each scene.

• Write a first draft then a final draft on blank paper. 

• Be sure to include and underline all of the vocabulary words.

• Additional requirements as instructed:  __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Bonus Challenge: Change the monster that is coming for Andromeda. Maybe it’s 

a science fiction creature, or a giant squid, or a giant man-eating bird.
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Myth 3:  Myth 3:  

How Perseus Came Home AgainHow Perseus Came Home Again

1. Polydectes the Wicked

And when a year was ended, Perseus hired men 

and cut down cedars and built himself a noble gal-

ley. And in it he put Andromeda and all her dowry of 

jewels and rich robes and spices from the East, and 

great was the weeping when they rowed away. But the 

remembrance of his brave deed was left behind, as 

was Andromeda’s rock.

So Perseus and his men rowed to the westward till 

they came to his ancient home.

Then he left his galley on the beach and went up as 

once did, and he embraced his mother and Dictys his 

good foster-father and they wept over each other a long 

while, for it was seven years and more since they had met.

Then Perseus went out and up to the hall of Polydectes, 

and underneath the goatskin he bore the Gorgon’s 

head. And when he came into the hall, Polydectes sat 

at the table head, and all his nobles and landowners on 

either side feasting on the fish and the goat’s flesh and 

drinking the blood-red wine. The harpers harped and 

the revelers shouted and the wine cups rang merrily as 

they passed from hand to hand and great was the noise 

in the hall of Polydectes.

Then Perseus stood upon the threshold and called to 

the king by name. But none of the guests knew Perseus, 

for he was changed by his long journey. He had gone 

out a boy, and he came home a hero; his eye shone like 

an eagle’s and his beard was like a lion’s beard and he 

stood up like a wild bull in his pride.

zz
HISTORY

This is the end of the 
Perseus narrative. Notice 
how justice is meted out: 
Polydectes gets exactly 
what he asked for: the 
head of Medusa. Acrisius 
tried to avoid his fate by 
killing his daughter and 
grandson, but instead 
the very act of trying to 
escape his fate is what 
leads to his death. Perseus 
and Andromeda not only 
become constellations and 
found a dynasty, but their 
great-grandson is the great 
hero Hercules.
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But Polydectes the wicked knew him and hardened his heart still more, 

and scornfully he called, “Ah, foundling! have you found it more easy to 

promise than to fulfill?”

“Those whom the gods help fulfill their promises, and those who despise 

them reap as they have sown. Behold the Gorgon’s head!”

Then Perseus drew back the goatskin and held aloft the Gorgon’s head.

Pale grew Polydectes and his guests as they looked upon that dreadful 

face. They tried to rise up from their seats, but from their seats they never 

rose but stiffened, each man where he sat, into a ring of cold gray stones.
 

2. Kingly Old Man

Then Perseus turned and left them and went down to his galley in the 

bay, and he gave the kingdom to good Dictys and sailed away with his 

mother and his bride.

And Polydectes and his guests sat still, with the wine cups before them 

on the table, till the rafters crumbled down above their heads and the 

walls behind their backs and the table crumbled down between them and 

the grass sprang up around their feet; but Polydectes and his guests sit on 

the hillside, a ring of gray stones until this day.

But Perseus rowed westward toward Argos and landed and went up to the 

town. And when he came, he found that Acrisius his grandfather had fled.

And Perseus’ heart yearned after his grandfather, and he said, “Surely 

he is my flesh and blood, and he will love me now that I have come home 

with honor; I will go and find him and bring him home, and we will reign 

together in peace.”

So Perseus sailed away with his Phoenicians till he came to the town 

of Larissa.

When he came there, all the people were in the fields, and there was 

feasting and all kinds of games. So Perseus did not tell his name but went 

up to the games unknown; for he said, “If I carry away the prize in the 

games, my grandfather’s heart will be softened toward me.”

So he threw off his helmet and stood among the youths of Larissa, while 

all wondered at him and said, “Who is this young stranger who stands 

like a wild bull in his pride? Surely he is one of the heroes, the sons of the 

immortals, from Olympus.”
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And when the games began, they wondered yet more; for Perseus was 

the best man of all at running and leaping and wrestling and throwing the 

javelin, and he won four crowns and took them, and then he said to him-

self, “There is a fifth crown yet to be won; I will win that and lay them all 

upon the knees of my grandfather.”

And as he spoke, he saw where Acrisius sat, with his white beard flow-

ing down upon his knees and his royal staff in his hand; and Perseus wept 

when he looked at him, for his heart yearned after his kin; and he said, 

“Surely he is a kingly old man, yet he need not be ashamed of his grandson.”

Then he took the quoits and hurled them five fathoms beyond all the 

rest; and the people shouted, “Further yet, brave stranger! There has never 

been such a hurler in this land.”
 

3. Gust of Wind

Then Perseus put out all his strength and hurled. But a gust of wind 

came from the sea and carried the quoit aside and far beyond all the rest; 

and it fell on the foot of Acrisius, and he swooned away with the pain.

Perseus shrieked and ran up to him; but when they lifted the old man 

up he was dead, for his life was slow and feeble.

Then Perseus tore his clothes and cast dust upon his head and wept a long 

while for his grandfather. At last he rose and called to all the people aloud 

and said, “The gods are true, and what they have ordained must be. I am 

Perseus, the grandson of this dead man, the far-famed slayer of the Gorgon.”

Then he told them how the prophecy had declared that he should kill 

his grandfather and all the story of his life.

So they made a great mourning for Acrisius and burnt him on a right 

rich pyre.

Then Perseus went home to Argos and reigned there well with fair 

Andromeda; and they had four sons and three daughters and died in a 

good old age.

And when they died, the ancients say Minerva took them up into the sky 

with Cepheus and Cassiopeia. And there on starlight nights you may see 

them shining still; Cepheus with his kingly crown and Cassiopeia in her 

ivory chair, braiding her star-spangled tresses, and Perseus with the Gorgon’s 
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head and fair Andromeda beside him, spreading her long white arms across 

the heaven, as she stood when chained to the stone for the monster.

All night long, they shine for a beacon to wandering sailors; but all day 

they feast with the gods on the still blue peaks of Olympus.
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Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Date:  _________________________________________________________________
WORKSHEETWORKSHEET

Myth 3: How Perseus Came Home AgainMyth 3: How Perseus Came Home Again

I . VOCABULARY

Underline the following words in the myth and define them below.

1. galley:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. threshold:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

3. yearned:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

4. swooned:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

5. spangled:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

II . PLOT

Write a few simple sentences or phrases to describe the main actions that take 

place in each scene of “How Perseus Came Home Again.”

1. Polydectes the Wicked

a.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Kingly Old Man

d.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Gust of Wind

g.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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III . CHARACTERS

List and briefly describe the main characters in this myth:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. IMITATION

Rewrite “How Perseus Came Home Again.”

• Use only your outline—no looking back at the original story. 

• Write at least three separate paragraphs—one for each scene.

• Write a first draft then a final draft on blank paper. 

• Be sure to include and underline all of the vocabulary words.

• Additional requirements as instructed:  __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Bonus Challenge: Change the sport Perseus plays to some other sport like base-

ball or golf.
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Myth 4:  Myth 4:  

The Training of JasonThe Training of Jason

1. Ancient Centaur

Aeson was king in Iolcos by the sea. There he ruled 

but he was not a happy man. Aeson had a stepbrother 

named Pelias, who was a fierce and lawless man. At last 

Pelias drove out Aeson and took the kingdom to himself.

Aeson, when he was driven out, went sadly out of the 

town and led his little son by the hand. He said to him-

self, “I must hide the child in the mountains or Pelias 

will surely kill him, because he is the heir to the throne.”

So they went up from the sea and crossed the river 

Anauros and headed toward the mountain Pelion. 

Aeson led his son up into the mountain, over marsh 

and crag and hill, till the boy was tired and footsore and 

Aeson had to bear him in his arms. Finally he came to 

the mouth of a lonely cave at the foot of a mighty cliff.

Now this was the home of Chiron, the ancient cen-

taur. Down to the waist he was a man, but below he 

was a noble horse; his white hair rolled down over his 

broad shoulders, and his white beard over his broad 

brown chest, and his eyes were wise and mild, and his 

forehead like a mountain wall.

Aeson left his son with Chiron who trained the sons 

of the heroes in this cave on Pelion. Here Aeson’s son 

became a schoolfellow to the heroes’ sons and he grew 

strong and brave and cunning, upon the pleasant hills 

of Pelion, in the keen hungry mountain air. And he 

learned to wrestle and to box and to hunt and to play 

upon the harp, and next he learned to ride, for old Chi-

ron used to carry him on his back; and he learned the 

zz
HISTORY

Centaurs, as a rule, were 
thought to be wild, violent, 
and rude, but Chiron 
was the exception. He 
is wise, prophetic, and 
knowledgeable about 
medicine and music, and 
he teaches virtually all 
the great Greek heroes. 
Chiron warns Jason 
here not to be harsh or 
dishonest. This warning 
foreshadows what Jason’s 
fatal flaw will be.
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powers of all herbs and how to cure all wounds; and Chiron called him 

Jason the Healer, and that is his name to this day.

And ten years came and went, and Jason grew to be a mighty man. It 

happened on a day that Jason stood on the mountain and looked north 

and south and east and west; and Chiron stood by him and watched him, 

for he knew that the time had come.

Then Jason sighed as he looked south and asked, “Is it true what the 

heroes tell me—that I am heir of that fair land?”

“And what good would it be to you, Jason, if you were heir of that fair 

land?” 

“I would take it and keep it.”

But Chiron sighed and said, “You have many a danger to go through 

before you rule in Iolcos by the sea: many a danger and many a woe, such 

as man never saw before.”

“The happier would I be,” said Jason, “to see what man never saw before.”

And Chiron sighed again and said, “The eaglet must leave the nest when 

it is fledged. Promise me two things before you go.”

Jason promised, and Chiron answered, “Speak harshly to no soul whom 

you may meet, and stand by the word which you shall speak.”
 

2. Old Dame

Jason wondered why Chiron asked this of him, but he promised and 

leapt down the mountain to take his fortune like a man. He went down 

through thickets and across hills, till he came to where the Anauros roared, 

all foaming with a summer rain. On the bank of Anauros sat a woman, 

all wrinkled, gray, and old; her head shook on her breast, and her hands 

shook on her knees; and when she saw Jason, she spoke whining, “Who 

will carry me across the river?”

Jason was just going to leap into the river: and yet he thought twice 

before he leaped, so loud roared the torrent, all brown from the moun-

tain rains; while underneath he could hear the boulders rumbling like the 

tramp of horsemen or the roll of wheels as they rumbled along the narrow 

channel and shook the rocks on which he stood.

But the old woman whined all the more, “I am weak and old, fair youth. 

For Juno’s sake, carry me over the river.”
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And Jason was going to answer her scornfully when Chiron’s words came 

to his mind. So he said, “For Juno’s sake, I will carry you over the river, unless 

we both are drowned midway.” Then the old dame leaped upon his back, as 

nimbly as a goat, and Jason staggered in, wondering. The first step was up 

to his knees, and the second step was up to his waist; and the stones rolled 

about his feet, and his feet slipped about the stones; so he went on stagger-

ing and panting while the old woman cried from off his back, “Fool, you have 

wet my mantle! Do you like to make mockery of poor old souls like me?”

Jason had half a mind to drop her and let her get through the river by 

herself; but Chiron’s words were in his mind, and he said only, “Patience, 

mother; the best horse may stumble some day.”

At last he staggered to the shore and set her down upon the bank. Jason 

lay panting awhile upon the bank and then leaped up to go upon his jour-

ney; but he cast one look at the old woman, for he thought, “She should 

thank me once at least.”

And as he looked, she grew fairer than all women and taller than all 

men on earth, and through her veil she looked down on him, with great 

eyes, mild and awful, which filled all the glade with light. And she spoke, 

“I am the Queen of Olympus, Juno the wife of Jupiter. As you have done 

to me, so will I do to thee. Call on me in the hour of need, and see if the 

immortals can forget.”

And when Jason looked up again, she was gone.
 

3. A Plan

Then Jason went down toward Iolcos; and as he walked he found that he 

had lost one of his sandals in the river. And as he went through the streets, 

the people came out to look at him, so tall and fair was he; but some of 

the elders whispered together; and at last one of them stopped Jason and 

called to him, “Fair lad, who are you and from where do you come and 

what is your errand here?”

“My name, good father, is Jason and I come from Pelion up above and my 

errand is to Pelias your king; tell me then where his palace is.”

But the old man trembled and grew pale and said, “Do you not know 

the oracle, my son, that you go so boldly through the town with only one 

sandal on?”
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“I am a stranger here and know of no oracle; but what of my one san-

dal? I lost the other in Anauros, while I was struggling with the river.”

Then the old man looked back to his companions; and one sighed, and 

another smiled; at last he said, “I will tell you, lest you rush upon your ruin 

unawares. The oracle in Delphi has said that a man wearing one sandal 

should take the kingdom from Pelias and keep it for himself. Therefore 

beware how you go up to his palace, for he is the fiercest and most cun-

ning of all kings.”

Then Jason laughed a great laugh, like a war horse in his pride. “Good news, 

good father, both for you and me. For that very reason I came into town.”

Then he strode on toward the palace of Pelias while all the people mar-

veled at his behavior. And he stood in the doorway and cried, “Come out, 

come out, Pelias the valiant, and fight for your kingdom like a man.”

Pelias came out wondering and cried, “Who are you, bold youth?” 

“I am Jason, the son of Aeson, the heir of all this land.”

Then Pelias lifted up his hands and eyes and wept, or seemed to weep, 

and blessed the heavens which had brought his nephew to him. “For,” said 

he, “I have only three daughters, and no son to be my heir. You shall be my 

heir then and rule the kingdom after me.”

So he drew Jason in and spoke to him so lovingly and feasted him so 

well, that Jason’s anger passed. And Pelias courted Jason more and more, 

speaking to him as if he was certain to be his heir and asking his advice 

about the kingdom till Jason, who was young and simple, could not help 

saying to himself, “Surely he is not the dark man whom people call him.”

As time was getting on, Pelias turned to Jason with a sly smile and 

inquired, “There is one more thing on which I need your advice for, though 

you are young, I see in you a wisdom beyond your years. There is one 

neighbor of mine, whom I dread more than all men on earth. I am stronger 

than he now and can command him; but I know that if he stay among us, 

he will work my ruin in the end. Can you give me a plan, Jason, by which I 

can rid myself of that man?”

After awhile Jason answered, half laughing, “Were I you, I would send 

him to fetch the Golden Fleece; for if he once set forth after it you would 

never be troubled with him more.”
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Now this Golden Fleece originally belonged to a golden ram which had 

been given by Mercury to a mother who was afraid for her children’s lives. 

She had placed her two children on the ram trusting that it would convey 

them to safety. The ram leaped into the air and fled with the children over 

land and sea. One of the children, whose name was Helle, fell into the sea and 

was drowned. But the other (a little boy named Phryxus) was brought safe 

ashore by the faithful ram. Phryxus sacrificed the ram and gave the fleece to 

Aeetes who was king of that land. The fleece was hung upon a tree in a thick 

grove where it had been for many years and was the envy of many kings. The 

adventure, which Jason now proposed, was, of all the others, the most difficult 

and dangerous in the world. It required a long voyage across dangerous seas 

and many other trials if one reached King Aeetes, the keeper of the fleece. 

There was hardly a hope or a possibility that any young man who should 

undertake this voyage would either succeed in obtaining the Golden Fleece or 

would survive to return home and tell of the perils he had experienced.

This is why, when Jason answered, a bitter smile came across Pelias’s 

lips and a flash of wicked joy pranced in his eyes. Jason saw it and trem-

bled, and over his mind came the warning of the old man and his own one 

sandal and the oracle, and he saw that he had been taken in a trap.

But Pelias only answered gently, “My son, he shall be sent immediately.”

“You mean me?” cried Jason, starting up, “because I came here with one 

sandal?” And he lifted his fist angrily, while Pelias stood up to him like a 

wolf at bay; and which of the two was the stronger and the fiercer one 

would be hard to tell.

But after a moment Pelias spoke gently, “Why so rash, my son? You, and 

not I, have said what is said. Had you told me to love the man of whom I 

spoke and make him my son-in-law and heir, I would have obeyed you; and 

what if I obey you now and send the man to win himself immortal fame?”

Jason saw that he was trapped; but his second promise to Chiron came 

into his mind, and he thought, “What if the Centaur meant that I should 

win the fleece!” Then he cried aloud, “You have well spoken, cunning uncle 

of mine! I love glory, and I dare to keep my word. I will go and fetch this 

golden fleece. Promise me only this in return, and keep your word as I keep 

mine. Treat my father lovingly while I am gone and give me the kingdom 

for my own on the day that I bring back the golden fleece.”
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Then Pelias looked at him and almost loved him, in the midst of all his 

hate, and they swore a great oath between them; and afterwards both 

went in and lay down to sleep.

But Jason could not sleep because he thought of his mighty oath and 

how he was to fulfill it, all alone, and without wealth or friends. So he 

tossed a long time upon his bed and thought of this plan and of that.

And on the next day he went to Pelias and said, “If you are indeed in ear-

nest, give me two heralds that they may go round to all who were pupils 

of the Centaur with me, so that we may furnish a ship together and take 

what shall befall.”

At that Pelias praised his wisdom and hastened to send the heralds out; 

for he said in his heart, “Let all the princes go with him and, like him, never 

return; for so I shall be the greatest king in Hellas.”
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Name:  _______________________________________________________________

Date:  _________________________________________________________________
WORKSHEETWORKSHEET

Myth 4: The Training of JasonMyth 4: The Training of Jason

I . VOCABULARY

Underline the following words in the myth and define them below.

1. heir: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. fledged:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. mantle:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. convey:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. earnest:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

II . PLOT

Write a few simple sentences or phrases to describe the main actions that take 

place in each scene of “The Training of Jason.”

1. Ancient Centaur

a.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Old Dame

d.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

e.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

f.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. A Plan

g.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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III . CHARACTERS

List and briefly describe the main characters in this myth:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. IMITATION

Rewrite “The Training of Jason.”

• Use only your outline—no looking back at the original story. 

• Write at least three separate paragraphs—one for each scene.

• Write a first draft then a final draft on blank paper. 

• Be sure to include and underline all of the vocabulary words.

• Additional requirements as instructed:  __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

Bonus Challenge: Pick a genre, like a Western or a science fiction story or an 

Indiana-Jones-like quest or a fantasy adventure, and be ready to put the quest 

of the Golden Fleece in that setting.


