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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

NAME:

SCORE: / 32 pts.

THE PLAY:' Answer the questions below.
1. Who was the queen of England at the time of the play? (4 pts.)

Elizabeth, the virgin queen whom everyone wondered if she would marry.

2. What does the word “noting” have to do with the play? (4 pts.)

The word for “noting” means to observe or spy on someone. The word “nothing” from the title “Much
Ado About Nothing” was pronounced the same way.

THE PLOT: Answer the questions below quickly and succinctly.

3. What happened in the war before the play? (4 pts.)
Don Pedro put down a rebellion led by his brother Don John.

4. How does Don _John trick Claudio? (4 pts.)

Owe of his henchumen meets withe one of Hero's malos and ey kiss, and he calls her Hevo. Mean -
while Don Johun tells Clawndio and the prince that Hero s kissing a man , and he leads Hhem to a
place wiere Hiey con watche Ut happen . Clandio thinks (t's Hero and s hoodmrinked.

5. What does Beatrice ask Benedick to do to prove his love for her? (2 pts.)

Challenge Cloawndio to a oducel .

THE WORLDVIEW: Please complete the following essay questions on the back of this test or a separate sheet of paper. Be specific

and detailed in your answers, showing original thought and creativity (e.g., don’t just regurgitate the Worldview Guide.)

6. Essay 1: Give examples of deceits and plots from the play. (6 pts.)

Essay 1: Answers will vary, but some of the following are good examples:

* The plot of the prince to get Hero to dance with him and then to accept Clavdio.

* The e Don Johwn tells Clandio about the prince wooing Hero for himself.

* The plot of He prince to conwince Benedick and Beatrice that each s n lowe withvtie other by
hoving Hew hear others saying (t.

* The scheme of Don Johwn to have Clandio and the prince “watcll’ Hero kissing anotier man .
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7. Essay 2: How does Shakespeare expose the folly of the nobility and their sense of honor? Do any of the characters over-

come their sense of honor? (8 pts.)
Ansusers will vary. Some points may uinclude the following:
* Clawndio shows his sense of honor Hhwoughout the entire play. He s afraid to tell the prince about
his Llowe for Hero and inmumediately believes Don Johm wihen he tells him the prince woos for him -
self. He s also ready to believe Don Johun and does’t buestigate whetier wihat he has seen s true
or not.
* Benedick s actnally wery concervned about his lhonov. He says he will die a bachelor, and he s
wery afroad of losing his mandrood by marryung. He s also afraid of defying the prince and Claw-
dio, and Beatrice has to plead with hvim to fight for her.
* Bothv the prince and Leonato believe Don Johm as uell and arve angry witiv Hero for rsking their
reputotions.
* Shakespeare has the plot of Don Johun wnronelled by Dogberry and the watchh, who are not Hre
denerest chavacters in the play by any stretcin.
* Some of the characters repent; others are more guestionapble. Don Pedtvo and Clandio have to
publicly mowrn for Hero, but (t's debatable wiether they recognize their sin of landering Hevo and
believing a lie without proof. Leonato (s a bit self-concerned anod newer comforts Hero, but e does
challenge Clomdio and Hie Prince to a duel. Benedick owercomes his fear and challenges Cloudio
too, and he and Beatrice live happily ever after.



