
Name: ____________________________
Score: _____________________/ 24 pts.

THE TRAGEDY OF MACBETH
End-of-Book Test 

from the Worldview Guide for the Canon Classic

3 The Book

1. What is the other (superstitious) name for Macbeth the play? (2 pts.)

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. List the historical context that might have inspired some of the events or the themes of the play. (2 pts.)

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

3 The Plot

3. What is the first event to confirm the witches’ prophecies to Macbeth? (2 pts.)

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Give two reasons why nobody suspects Macbeth of the murder at first. (2 pts.) 

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why is Macduff especially motivated to be the one to kill Macbeth? (2 pts.)

    ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 The Worldview

5. Describe Macbeth’s character. What are his two main traits? Are those traits good or bad? (6 pts.)
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The Scottish Play

The Gunpowder Plot against King James

King Duncan makes him Thane of Cawdor right after they prophesy it.

Macbeth framed and silenced the witnesses, and Duncan’s sons fled the scene as if 

guilty.

Macbeth had his wife and son murdered when Macduff left for England. 

Answers will vary slightly; Macbeth desires action rather than thinking and is very 
ambitious. Neither is bad on its own (Macbeth is a great general) but those traits 
needed to be kept in check. 



6. Why did Macbeth kill Duncan? Give all the reasons that Shakespeare gave in the play. (8 pts.)
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Answers will vary but should cover the reasons on this list: the witches put a spell 
on him; the witches prophesied correctly about him; he was very ambitious; Duncan 
was staying within reach; Lady Macbeth pressured him to; circumstances conspired 
against him to. 


