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Preface

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
Teaching and admonishing one another
In psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,
Singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Colossians 3:16

This collection of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs was written out of a
desire to sing God’s word as it appears in the Bible (NKJV or KJV) in order
to memorize it and grow thereby, as we are instructed in Colossians. With
congregational examples of such musical settings being almost non-existent,
I set forth to write settings of my own in the context of local church music
ministry: Trinity Church in Kirkland, WA (2002-2008) and Christ Church
in Moscow, ID (2008—present). Without particular models to imitate, I have
drawn on various historic styles, incorporating and/or parodying them
into my songs. A wide variety of scales and modes, meters and forms have
been employed to serve and highlight the structure of the poetry (Hebrew
parallelism, chiasmus, etc.). Chant, Lutheran hymnody, Genevan psalmody,
folk song, marches, Baroque dances, and more have served as sources. In all
cases, my intent has been for the music to serve and glorify the word.

Learning new music, particularly in unfamiliar styles or forms, takes some
effort and diligence. As God Himself calls us to sing new songs so too will
He also provide us with means to accomplish this. I pray that this collection,
along with the recordings found at www.christkirk.com/resources/music,
might prove useful to all who would endeavor to learn them and be attended
with the blessings and promises of God associated with His holy Word. May
God use these meager offerings to spread His Word, strengthen His people,
and glorify His name.

Soli Deo Gloria.

David R. Erb, July 2014
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King James Version Psalm 1 David R. Erb, 2012
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New King James Version Psalm 3 Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713)

A Psalm of David when he fled from Absalom his son. David R. Erb, 2016
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New King James Version Psalm 6 Stephen Heller (1813-1888)

To the Chief Musician. With stringed instruments. David R. Erb, 2016
On an eight-stringed harp. A Psalm of David. ’

Moderato
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New King James Version Psalm 8 David R. Erb, 2015
To the Chief Musician. On an instrument of Gath. A Psalm of David.
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