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DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE: 
 

hroughout this year I want to discuss with you the New Testament Church in its conflict. 
We will be taking our material for study from the Epistles and from Revelation. In all 
these books we will see that the Church is indeed in conflict. We will also see the 

meaning of what Christ said, “In this world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world.” 

In the Epistles we will see that even the early Church had to deal with many problems 
that arose because the Church is still in the world and the work and attacks of Satan remain 
very real. A large part of the Epistles is taken up in dealing with these problems. 

We want to see some of the causes of these problems and also the means by which God 
brings comfort and victory to the Church in the midst of her problems. 

Another reason we will study these means is that we may better understand how we must 
take our place in the Church and use the means that God places at our disposal. In some 
instances the circumstances of the early New Testament Church and the Church of today will 
differ, but basically they will be the same. 

The book of Revelation takes us over the whole New Testament history of the Church to 
the coming of our Lord and the bringing in of the new heavens and the new earth. It clearly 
presents the terrible conflict in which the Church is engaged, at the same time showing the 
Church what is her comfort and assuring her that she shall finally and fully conquer. 

It will be very important to see that the comfort and the conquering of the Church is not 
apart from, but rather, directly involved in her life and her response to her covenant God on this 
earth. The Church never really loses her comfort nor the reality of the victory that is hers. But 
she can and does often lose sight of that comfort and the assurance of victory as she loses 
herself in the things of this world. 

I look forward to this year with you. I trust that you will take your lessons seriously and 
will prepare carefully and faithfully each week. In that way we together will grow within the 
Church of Jesus Christ and God will use us richly in the building of His Church in comfort and 
in conquering to the glory of His Name! 

If at any time you or your parents have any problem with regard to the catechism work, 
please feel free to call on me. I will appreciate it and will do all I can to help. 
 

T
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BIBLE READING ASSIGNMENTS–BOOK 6 

This is a listing of the passages assigned for reading in each lesson.  The assignments are 
given in each lesson as well as here. You will benefit greatly if you ask your parents to include 
these Scripture passages in your daily family devotions. 

Some Bible passages will be difficult for you to understand.  Perhaps you will find yourself 
puzzled by parts of some lessons.  Do you believe God will give you understanding?  Does He not 
promise this?  So be persistent in prayer.  Use the means God has so graciously furnished you:  ask 
your parents, your minister, your elders, to explain those things you fail to grasp.  The rewards are 
truly great.   

  

LESSON READING 
1. The Church John 15; I John 1; I John 2:1-6; Revelation 2 and 3; 

Belgic Confession, Article 27 

2. The Church in the Old and New Testaments II Timothy 3; Revelation 12 

3. Problems James Writes About James 

4. Galatians—Salvation by Works or by Faith Galatians 

5. I Thessalonians—Satan Attacks the Church I Thessalonians  

6. II Thessalonians—Faith & Life, Looking for 
the Lord’s Coming 

II Thessalonians 

7. I Corinthians 1-4, Divisions, Wisdom, Building, 
Judging 

I Corinthians 1 – 4  

8. I Corinthians 8-10, Christian Liberty I Corinthians 8 – 10  

9. I Corinthians 12-14, Spiritual Gifts in the 
Church 

I Corinthians 12 – 14  

10. I Corinthians 15, The Resurrection of the 
Dead 

I Corinthians 15; Lord’s Day 22 of the Heidelberg 
Catechism 

11. Romans 1:16-3:20, All Men Under the Wrath 
of God 

Romans 1:1 – 3:20  

12. Romans 3:21-4:25, Righteousness From God, 
Revealed in Christ  

Romans 3:21 – 4:25 



 

13. Romans 5, Free from the Wrath of God Romans 5; Articles 22 and 23 of the Belgic 
Confession 

14. Romans 6, Free from Sin Romans 6; Lord’s Days 32 and 33 of the Heidelberg 
Catechism 

15. Romans 7, Free from the Law Romans 7; Chapter 5 of the Canons of Dort 

16. Romans 8, Free from Death Romans 8; reread Chapter 5 of the Canons of Dort 

17. Ephesians, The Church, One Body in Christ Ephesians; Articles 27 – 32 of the Belgic 
Confession 

18. Hebrews, Introduction Hebrews 2:1-4; Hebrews 4:1-3; Hebrews 5:11-14; 
Hebrews 6; Hebrews 10:32-39; Hebrews 11 

19. Hebrews 1-7, A Greater Mediator Hebrews 1 – 7  

20. Hebrews 8 - 10:18, A Greater Covenant, 
Sanctuary & Sacrifice 

Hebrews 8 and 9; Hebrews 10:1-18 

21. Hebrews 10:19 – 13, A Greater Life Hebrews 10:19-39; Hebrews 11, 12 and 13 

22. Revelation 1-3, Christ in the Midst of His 
Churches 

Revelation 1, 2, and 3; Psalm 2 

23. Revelation 4-11, The Throne of God, the 
Seals, the Trumpets 

Revelation 4 – 11; Romans 8 

24. Revelation 12-19, Satan’s Allies, Their Power 
and Their Defeat 

Revelation 12 – 19; Daniel 7  

25. Revelation 20-22, Final Victory and Glory Revelation 20, 21, and 22; Ezekiel 48 
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LESSON 1  

THE CHURCH 

MEMORY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 
1.  What is the Church? 

The Church is the Body of Jesus Christ.  Its members are in living fellowship with Christ 
the Head, and therefore in living fellowship with each other. 

2.  How do we know that the Church will have conflict in this world? 
“If you were of the world, the world would love its own.  Yet because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”  (John 15:19) 

3.  If the world hates us, how can we be happy in it? 
We can be happy because Christ said, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.”  (John 16:33) 

4.  Is the Church perfect in this world? 
No, she still has sin.  Paul said in Philippians 3:12 that he had not reached perfection, but 
that he was trying to reach that goal because that is why Christ had saved him. 

READ CAREFULLY: 
John 15; I John 1; 2:1-6; Revelation 2 and 3; Belgic Confession, Article 27 

LESSON DISCUSSION: 
Let us remind ourselves first of all of what the 

Church is.  She is the body of Jesus Christ redeemed 
out of the power of sin and the devil and brought 
back to fellowship with God and therefore with each 
other.  The Church is in this world as a stranger. 

WORKERS OF REDEMPTION  
It is true that the whole creation—this world 

too—belongs to our God, but it is also true that 
Satan rules in the hearts and lives of the men of this 
world.  In that sense we can say that it is his 
kingdom.  And Christ has left us in the world to be 
His workers of redemption.  He works His 
redemption through the work of the Church.  The 
world hates this, for it is governed by Satan. 

PERFECTING THE CHURCH  
God has not chosen to make His Church perfect 

in a moment but to work out her perfection through 
her life in this world.  He said, “Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who 
works in you both to will and to do for His good 
pleasure.”  (Phil.  2:12,13) 

SATAN TRIES HARD 
Satan tries his hardest to draw the members of 

the Church away.  He tries his hardest to win the 
victory over the Church.  Satan also finds an ally in 
our own sinful nature.  This means that we have to 
fight.  That  is  why  the  Holy  Spirit  tells  us  in 
Ephesians 6 what armor we must wear and how we 
must put it on. 
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All these things were very true in the early New 
Testament Church.  Satan worked through false 
apostles, through false doctrine, through false 
practices.  He tried to tell the Church that since it 
was saved anyway and couldn’t be lost that 
therefore it could just live as it pleased (though he 
meant as HE pleased). 

HOW TO FIGHT AND WIN 
The letters written to the Churches tell about 

these things and what should be done about them.  

They tell about the fight, the conflict and how this 
conflict must be won.  They also give the comforting 
assurance that as long as the Church remains true 
to her Lord, her victory is sure.  And also that the 
world will never really triumph over the true 
Church of Christ. 

Notice in the letters to the Churches in 
Revelation that all these things appear.  We can 
indeed be cheerful and happy in this world when we 
have the assurance that we are truly members of the 
Church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  The Church has been redeemed from the power of sin and the devil by Christ and brought 

back into fellowship with God and therefore with each other. 

♦ 2.  The Church is truly justified, but in this world God yet works out her sanctification, making 
her holy. 

♦ 3.  Satan works hard against the Church—first by trying to twist the truth of the Bible 
(because he is the Great Deceiver) and then by trying to get members of the Church to sin. 

♦ 4.  The epistles (letters) in the New Testament are written to the Churches to explain how 
Satan works, and that if the Church remains true to her Lord, her victory is sure. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON:  

1.  From what power does Christ redeem the Church? 

2.  Even though the whole world belongs to God, why do we still say that Satan rules?   

3.  Why did Christ leave His Church in the world?   

4.  What does Satan try hard to do? 

5.  What chapter in the Bible tells us what armor to wear in the battle?   
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6.  Name some ways that Satan used to work against the Church.   

7.  What does the Church have to do to make sure of victory? 

WRITTEN WORK 
1.  John 15 

a.  According to John 15:19,20 what are two reasons the world hates the Church? 

b.  What is the great commandment? 

2.  1 John 1-2:6—Write the verse that shows that as members of the Church we are not yet perfect. 

 

3.  Revelation 2 and 3.  

a.  Name some of the works of Satan mentioned in these letters. 

 

b.  How many times is “overcomes” mentioned.  What does it mean? 

 

4.  Belgic Confession, Article 27.   Fill in the blanks: 

“And this holy _______________ is __________________ or __________________ by 

_______________ against the _______________ of the whole _______________; though it 

_____________ for a while _______________ very ______________ and in the eyes of 

_____________ to be _________________ to __________________.” 
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LESSON 2  

THE CHURCH IN THE OLD AND NEW 
TESTAMENTS 

REVIEW QUESTIONS:  
1.  What is the Church?  (L.  1) 

2.  Why did Christ leave His Church in the world?  (L.  1) 

3.  From last year’s study of Acts, recall some of the ways Satan fought against the Church.  (Bk.  5) 

4.  If the world hates us, how can we be happy in it?  (L.  1) 

MEMORY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 
5.  Is it easier to live in the New Testament time than it was in the Old Testament time?   

It is harder now because: 1) We have greater responsibilities to God because we now 
have His full revelation, and 2) the devil fights harder against the Church in these times. 

6.  How do we know that the devil fights harder against the Church? 
In Revelation 12:12 God says, “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the 
devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short 
time.” 

7.  How does this affect men in the Church of Christ? 
In II Timothy 3:13 we read, “But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived.” 

READ CAREFULLY: 
II Timothy 3; Revelation 12
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LESSON DISCUSSION: 
Revelation 12 pictures for us the first coming of 

Jesus Christ, Satan trying to destroy Him, and God 
taking Christ to heaven in victory. 

VICTORY CELEBRATION 
When this happens the joy in heaven is great 

and there is a great voice that speaks in heaven and 
says, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, 
for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them 
before our God day and night, has been cast down.  
And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, and they did not 
love their lives to the death.”  (Rev.  12:10,11) 

WOE ON EARTH 
The chapter speaks indeed of the joy in heaven, 

but it goes on to speak of the woe on earth.  For 
when the devil is cast down to the earth, he gives his 
full attention to the woman, Christ’s Church.  Yet it 
tells us at the same time that the victory for the 
woman, the Church, is absolutely sure.  Therefore 
there is the joy in heaven. 

But in the last part of this chapter, after we see 
that God gives assurance that the woman would not 
be consumed by the devil, we read this, “And the 
dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to 
make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep 
the commandments of God and have the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.”  (Rev.  12:17) 

BETWEEN FIRST AND SECOND COMING 
All of this takes place in the New Testament 

era of the Church, between the first coming and the 
second coming of Christ.  It was the victory of Christ 
in His death and resurrection and His ascension 
that caused the joy in heaven and caused the devil to 
be cast out of heaven.  But the war continues and 
becomes grievous indeed against the seed of the 
woman, the members of the Church of Jesus Christ 
here on earth. 

THE DEVIL USES MEN 
I would remind you that all of these works of 

the devil are done through men (for he uses them).  
His actions appear in the book of Revelation and in 
the epistles that are written to the various Churches 
who are fighting against false witness and false 
doctrine in the Church. 

GOD USES US 
If we as members of the Church, the New 

Testament Church, are to have a real and 
meaningful place in the Church, if our membership 
is going to mean what God’s Word says it means, 
then we must know what the devil is doing.  We 
must know how God would have us fight against 
him, what weapons we must use, what God has 
prescribed when, through His apostles, He wrote 
about these things. 

For this purpose, we will look into the various 
epistles and now and again in the book of Revelation 
to find out just what God tells us to do, just what 
weapon He tells us to use, as we take our place in 
this fight. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  We learned last year that the New Testament Church is the Church grown up.  The 

promises of God in the Old Testament have been fulfilled in Christ.  The whole Word of God 
has been written.  Now the Church must live with more faith, more obedience, and more 
power, because Christ has won the victory. 

♦ 2.  The power of the devil is great in the New Testament time.  His rage is great.  He will 
battle fiercely to destroy the Church.  But we know that the victory is ours because Jesus 
Christ has ascended to the throne.  



Lesson 2—The Church in the Old and New Testaments 

6 

♦ 3.  Jesus Christ, as the great victor and our King, has given us the books of the New 
Testament to show us how the devil works, but also to show us that as we listen to Jesus 
Christ in the Bible, we will be able to fight and to win. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON:  
1.  What does “perilous times” mean?  When will they come?   

2.  Name two descriptions of wicked people listed in II Timothy 3.   

3.  What will all who live godly lives in Christ Jesus suffer?   

4.  With what was the woman clothed? 

5.  Why was she crying? 

6.  What did the dragon plan to do?   

7.  What is this a picture of?   

8.  Describe the war in heaven.   
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9.  Why was there joy in heaven? 

10.  Why were the people who lived on earth warned? 

11.  What will we learn about the devil in our study of the epistles and Revelation?   

12.  Why is it necessary that we learn these things?   

13.  What may happen to us if we don’t? 
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LESSON 3 

PROBLEMS JAMES WRITES ABOUT 

REVIEW QUESTIONS: 
1. What is the Church?  (L.  1) 

2.  If the world hates us, how can we still be happy in it?  (L. 1) 

3. Is it easier to live in the New Testament time than it was in the Old Testament time?  (L.  2) 

4. How do we know the devil fights so hard today?  (L. 2) 

MEMORY QUESTIONS:  
8.  What does James say about religion? 

James says in chapter 1:27 that  “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father 
is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world.” 

9.  Mention two of the evils which the devil brought into the churches?   
The devil deceived the people to think that since they were saved, they could live as they 
pleased; they also used the world’s standards of greatness. 

10.  What does James say is the remedy? 
James says in chapter 4:7, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 

11.  What does James say about friendship with the world? 
James says in chapter 4:4, that  “Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God.” 

12.  What is the theme of the book of James? 
In James 2:26 we read,  “Faith without works is dead.” 
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READ CAREFULLY: 
The book of James 

LESSON DISCUSSION: 
We take up the book of James first of all since 

this book was probably the first epistle written.  
When you read this epistle you will find that James 
is taking up some very real problems that faced the 
churches. 

PERSECUTION 
One of the problems was that the churches were 

being persecuted.  Persecution should not be allowed 
to be used of the devil to bring doubt in the church.  
It must rather, in the hand of God, bring patience.  
“But let patience have its perfect work, that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 
1:4) 

THE WORLD’S STANDARDS OF GREATNESS 
Another problem that arose was using the 

world’s standards for greatness.  This is a problem 
that arises again and again.  It is not absent from 
the church today.  James says, “My brethren, do not 
hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with partiality.”  (James 2:1) 

The members of the church were showing 
special favor and respect to those who were rich in 
the things of this world.  They should have shown 
respect to those who were rich in grace and faith.  
Because of this, the devil had managed to bring 
trouble and shame into the church.  In chapter 2:9, 
James says, “but if you show partiality, you commit 
sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors.” 

What is the solution to this problem?  First of 
all, look to the law of God.  Listen to the Word of 
God.  And then do not only be a hearer of the Word, 
but also a doer.  “Receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”  
(James 1:21)  Having looked into the law and Word 
of God which tells you that you must love your 
neighbor as yourself, ask yourself also whom God 
has chosen out of this world.  “Has God not chosen 
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom which He promised to those who love 
Him?”  (James 2:5) 

LIVING AS YOU PLEASE? 
Another real problem that arose was that 

people talked about being saved by faith, and then 
lived just as they pleased.  It seems clear that there 
was quite a bit of wickedness in the church because 
of this. 

You can imagine what it was like, because we 
still have that problem in the church today.  The 
devil comes along and says, “Well if you are saved by 
faith, without works, then you don’t need any works, 
do you?  You don’t have to have anything to do with 
the law of God anymore.  You are now saved and 
nothing can take that away from you.” 

We are surprised how many people believe the 
devil when he says something like this.  “It is not 
what I do, but what I believe,” people say.  And of 
course it is true that it is not what we do that saves 
us.  It is the finished work of Jesus that saves us.  
We are justified by faith only. 

JUSTIFICATION EXPLAINED  
When God, the great Judge of all the earth, 

looks at us who believe, He sees us in Jesus Christ 
with His righteousness and therefore says, “Not 
guilty.”  But the other part that the devil adds to 
this is not true.  We cannot therefore say that we are 
done with the law of God, or that we can live as we 
please. 

TRUTH PERVERTED 
You see, boys and girls, how early this came 

into the Church.  Here the devil is like an angel of 
light who comes to teach us about justification by 
faith only, without works.  But James tells us that 
the law has become the law of liberty for us.  We 
have been made free from the law as it judged us as 
sinners, and, now that we are free from the law in 
that way, and are free from the power of sin, the law 
tells how we can live before God as real, free 
children of God. 

James uses a little illustration to show this.  He 
says, “If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Depart in 
peace, be warmed and filled,’ but you do not give 
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them the things which are needed for the body, what 
does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead.”  (James 2:15-17) 

You will see, young people, that the answer to 
this problem, this deceit that the devil brings in, 
must also be solved by understanding the Word of 
God better. 

EVIL TALKING 
The last problem I will mention in this lesson is 

a dangerous thing that the devil uses.  James is very 
strong against evil talking. 

In the last part of chapter 3 James shows that 
what comes out of the mouth is what is first of all in 
the heart.  And things come over our tongues so 
easily.  We would not very soon kill a man, but we 
might quite thoughtlessly and quickly speak all 
kinds of awful things about him which shows what 
is in our hearts. 

James says, “But no man can tame the tongue.  
It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”  (James 

3:8)  And yet the Christian is expected to have good 
control of his tongue, for “the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy.”  (James 3:17) 

AN ANSWER FOR ALL 
One final answer to all these problems: “Submit 

to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  
Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you…Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and He will lift you up.”  (James 4:7,8,10) 

Young people, you see the devil working in the 
very same way in the Church today!  He uses the 
same means.  He still deceives even within the 
Church.  He still tells people that they can be friends 
of the world and also of God, that they are really 
great if they have a lot of riches, that if they only 
have faith (which is not really faith at all), they do 
not have to pay any attention to the law anymore.  
And the answers of God through His servant James 
are still the answers we must learn and use.

 

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  The book of James shows us how the devil attacks the church and how God would use us 

to overcome his attacks. 

♦ 2.  Persecution and trial is designed by God to strengthen our faith. 

♦ 3.  God has chosen the poor to be rich in faith.   

♦ 4.  We must not only be hearers, but doers of the Word. 

♦ 5.  Faith without works is dead. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE LESSON:  
1.  Name the four problems your lesson lists from the book of James.   

2.  What does James say is God’s purpose in trials and persecutions?   
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3.  What does James mean by having respect of persons?   

4.  Why is faith without works dead? 

5.  What is this faith that James is talking about? 

6.  What is the relationship between faith and works?  Can you give an illustration from nature?  

7.  How must we, as the children of God, use the law?   

8.  What understanding do we need so we won’t be fooled by the devil?   

9.  What is the most dangerous thing you have and why?   

10.  What will God do if we humble ourselves before Him? 

WRITTEN WORK: 
1.  What two Old Testament persons did James say were justified by works?   

2.  Why will doubters not receive wisdom from the Lord?  (See chapter 1)  

3.  Why do the people not receive what they ask for in prayer according to the first part of chapter 4? 




