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TO THE PARENTS 

he lessons that follow are prepared for your children of about twelve years of age. 
They will receive this series of lessons for two years in order to bring these truths 
home to their hearts.  Repetition is one of the rules of good teaching and learning.  

We will naturally expect more of the children who are using the book for the second year 
than of those who are having it for the first time. These lessons will find their grounding 
primarily in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles with references to other parts of the Word of 
God. 

It is our purpose in this book to stress the basis and meaning of the Church, its internal 
growth, its expansion, and the means of grace in relation to its internal and external growth. 
We will endeavor to do this always in relation to the parallel truths concerning the Church 
today and the place of your children in that Church. 

We will hope to see a little more clearly how God uses men and events for the building and 
preserving of His Church—also how we can be used of God today. We will see how we must, in 
our service to our God, also use the opportunities God places before us, putting the ordinary 
circumstances of life to use in the kingdom. 

The children will be gathering a growing list of the means God uses for the building of His 
Church—as He used them in the days of the apostles, and as He uses them today. We pray 
that this growth of knowledge may mean a growth in the faith life of our children. 

We ask that you, as parents, spend some time with your children on their 
lessons. We trust that you will see to their regular application of time and effort for mastering 
their assignments. We hope that you will go through the Book of Acts with them several times 
throughout this catechism year so that out of a familiarity with this book they may see more 
clearly the meaningfulness of this part of God’s revelation for the Church today. 

The fact that there is not the real and true appreciation for the meaning of the Church and 
our place in it today stares us in the face. It is our prayer that this course may be used of God 
to change that trend for our children, and that they will come to a real appreciation of what the 
Church is and what it means that they are members of it. 

For this we also ask that you with us continue to hold before the children that they are 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ, having received the sign and seal of baptism within it. 
As members they must be prepared to confess the Name of their Lord and Savior, the Lord and 
Savior of the Church, and to take their place of service as mature adults in the not-too-distant 
future. 

Feel free to call upon us regarding any problems that may arise with regard to your child. 
Together we look for God’s blessing upon our work. 

T
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BIBLE READING ASSIGNMENTS–BOOK 5 

This is a listing of the passages assigned for reading in each lesson.  The assignments are 
given in each lesson as well as here. You will benefit greatly if you ask your parents to include 
these Scripture passages in your daily family devotions. 

Some Bible passages will be difficult for you to understand.  Perhaps you will find yourself 
puzzled by parts of some lessons.  Do you believe God will give you understanding?  Does He not 
promise this?  So be persistent in prayer.  Use the means God has so graciously furnished you:  ask 
your parents, your minister, your elders, to explain those things you fail to grasp.  The rewards are 
truly great.   

  

LESSON READING 
1. The Church Genesis 3; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Ephesians 

4:1-16; Article 27 of the Belgic Confession; 
Hebrews 11 

2. God’s Wonderful Works in the Beginning 
of the NT Church 

John 14 and 15; Acts 1 and 2 

3. Christ’s Parting Command & Pentecost Matthew 10:16-42; John 16; Acts 2 

4. Words, Wonders, and Oneness Acts 3 and 4 

5. Discipline, Death, and Fear Acts 4:32 – 5:16; Lord’s Day 31 of the 
Heidelberg Catechism 

6. Satan’s Power and God’s Power Acts 5:17-42; Canons of Dort, Chapter III-IV, 
Article 17 

7. Seven Deacons Chosen—The Greatest 
Martyred 

Acts 6 and 7; the Form for the Ordination of 
Elders and Deacons 

8. Saul—Satan’s Soldier, God’s Instrument Acts 8; Acts 11:19-26 

9. Saul—Changed for Willing Service Acts 9:1-31 

10. Life and Health in Jesus Acts 9:32-43 

11. Peter Needs a Lesson Acts 10; Acts 11:1-18 

12. The Gospel to the Gentiles Acts 13 

13. Satan Gathers His Forces Acts 14 



14. The Meeting at Jerusalem Acts 15 

15. The Devil Preaches Again Acts 16 

16. A Stumbling Block and Foolishness Acts 17 and 18; 1 Corinthians 1 and 2 

17. Witchcraft, Wealth, and the Way Acts 19 

18. God’s Use of His Servant and His Plan 
for Him 

Acts 20; Romans 1:1-17 

19. The Word Proclaimed—Rejection 
Reaffirmed 

Acts 21:17 – 22:22 

20. God Shows the Freedom of the Word Acts 22:23 – 23:35; 2 Timothy 2:7-13 

21. The Trial of the Word Acts 24 

22. Examination—Promise—Acquittal Acts 25 and 26 

23. The Wind and the Word Acts 27 and 28:1-10 

24. The Hope of Israel Acts 28:11-24; Hebrews 6:13-20 

25. Bound Yet Free Acts 28:25-31; Romans 1:1-17; 
Philippians 1:12-30 
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LESSON 1 

THE CHURCH 

MEMORY QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the Church? 
The Church is the Body of Jesus Christ.  The members of this body are in living 
fellowship with Christ the Head and, therefore, in living fellowship with each 
other. 

2.  When did the Church begin? 
The Church began when God came to man after the fall with the first and great 
gospel promise. 

3.  What did He promise? 
He promised that He would use the seed of the woman to take man away from 
Satan’s friendship and make man friends of God again. 

READ CAREFULLY: 
Genesis 3; I Corinthians 12:12-31; Ephesians 4:1-16; Article 27 of the Belgic Confession; 

Hebrews 11.

LESSON DISCUSSION: 
If we are to talk about the Church, we must 

first know what it is.  The Church is the Body of 
Jesus Christ.  Christ is the Head.  In I 
Corinthians 12 and in Ephesians 4, the Holy 
Spirit compares this relationship to our own 
head and body.  This helps us to understand it. 

THE CHURCH IS COMPARED TO A 
HUMAN BODY 

Our body is made up of parts or members 
which are bound together with a living tie.  
When any part is cut off, it dies.  It must be 
connected with the head in a living way with 
and through the other members. 

The members have to work together in 
living harmony.  Otherwise the body is sick and 

dying.  The life tie is fellowship, the fellowship 
of love.  This body, the Church, gathers to 
fellowship in worship.  This fellowship is in 
praising their Head and, through Him, the 
Triune God, and in listening to Him speak to 
them in His Word. 

WHEN THE CHURCH BEGAN  
This year we intend to study the New 

Testament Church.  But we must see once 
again that God’s Church begins in the Old 
Testament.  There too there was fellowship.  
When God spoke to Abraham about this, He 
said, “I will be your God and the God of your 
children.”  The Church is God’s redeemed 
people. 
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REDEMPTION 
Man needs redemption; that means being 

bought out of slavery.  Man is a slave because 
he sold himself into the slavery of sin and the 
devil.  He made friends with the devil and 
became an enemy of God when he ate of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  And 
since man was a friend of Satan, he could not 
be a friend of God. 

But God did not leave things this way.  He 
told Satan that He would make the seed of the 
woman his enemies.  The seed of the woman is 
Christ, and if we are Christ’s, then we are also 
the seed of the woman in Him. 

The redemption is accomplished by the 
bruising of the heel of the seed.  But in that 
bruising, the serpent’s head will be crushed.  To 
be a part of this, to be a member of the Church, 
we must believe.  This was true of the Old 
Testament Church as well as the New.  
Hebrews 11 tells us of what God did through 
the Old Testament people by faith. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT CHURCH AS A 
CHILD 

The Old Testament Church was still a 
child.  God  was  using this  child  as  it  was 
growing up, to write His Word, the Bible.  In 
the beginning of the Old Testament, the Church 
did not have a Bible at all and even at the end 
of the Old Testament time, she had only a part 
of the Bible. 

So God told them about Himself and about 
His will for them through His mighty deeds, by 
giving  special  dreams  and  visions  to  His 
prophets and teachers, by sending angels to 
talk to men, and by coming in the form of man, 
as He did to Abraham, to talk to them.  They 
did not yet have the Holy Spirit as the members 
of the New Testament Church do today.  In the 
Old Testament, Satan continued to fight 
against this child, against God’s work.  In the 
New Testament, he fights in a different way 
against the Church that is grown up.

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  There are many different ways to define the Church.  There is only one safe way: 

To listen to what God says the Church is. 

♦ 2.  Many people do not understand that the Church began right after the Fall.  The 
Church is never started by man; always by God as He comes with His Word of 
promise, and man believes. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON  
1.  What does Genesis 3 tell us about? 

2.  What do I Corinthians 12:12-31 and Ephesians 4:1-16 have to do with the lesson?   

3.  What is the life tie of the body called in your lesson? 
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4.  How do we know the Old Testament Church had fellowship with God?   

5.  What does redemption mean? 

6.  When man ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, whose friend did he 
become?  Whose enemy? 

7.  What does “enmity” mean in Genesis 3:15?   

8.  Who is the seed of the woman who was promised?   

9.  What is the text that tells of the bruising of the heel of the seed?   

10.  What does that mean? 

11.  What does “by faith” mean in Hebrews 11? 

12.  What is the difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament Church?   

13.  In the New Testament Church (today), God speaks to us in the Bible.  In the Old 
Testament Church the Bible wasn’t finished.  How did God speak to the Church then?   
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WRITTEN WORK: (SECOND YEAR) 
1.  To what does the Holy Spirit compare the Church in I Corinthians 12:12-31? 

2.  What does the Holy Spirit say the Church must be doing in Ephesians 4:12-16? 
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LESSON 2 

GOD'S WONDERFUL WORKS IN THE 
BEGINNING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

CHURCH 

REVIEW QUESTIONS:  
1.  What is the Church?  (L.  1)  

2.  When did the Church begin?  (L.  1)  

3.  What did God promise in Genesis 3:15?  (L.  1) 

4.  What is the difference between the Old Testament Church and the New Testament 
Church?  (L.  1) 

MEMORY QUESTIONS: 

4.  What great work of God marked the beginning of the New Testament Church?   
God's great work of sending the Holy Spirit in the hearts of His people at 
Pentecost marked the beginning of the New Testament Church. 

5.  Was there any promise of the sending of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament?   
Yes, God had said through the prophet Joel,  “And it shall come to pass 
afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions.”  (Joel 2:28) 
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6.  Did Christ promise His Church that He would send the Spirit? 
Yes, He said in John 14:26 that the Father would send the Holy Spirit, who is 
called the Comforter.  He would be sent in Christ's name and would teach them 
and help them remember everything Christ had said. 

READ CAREFULLY: 
John 14 and 15; Acts 1 and 2

LESSON DISCUSSION: 
We have asked the question, “What is the 

Church?”, and we have looked back to the Old 
Testament to see that the New Testament 
Church is not a new Church but rather the Old 
Testament Church grown up.  The Church has 
become an adult. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT PROMISE  
We want to look back to the Old Testament 

once again to see the promise of this growing up 
and how it was to be done.  In one of your 
memory questions you have learned Joel 2:28.  
The 29th verse adds to this, “and also on My 
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour 
out My Spirit in those days.”  In the Old Testament 
the Spirit was given only for special work, such as 
the prophets did.  Now it would come to all and 
all would testify. 

GROWN-UP 
It is something like when you grow up in 

the Church.  When you are grown-up you must 
make public confession of your Lord.  When the 
Church grows up it must also do that.  That is 
why Joel says your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy.  Now is the time that the 
Church will go out into the world. 

Christ said to His disciples just before He 
ascended, “But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”  (Acts 1:8)  In the Old Testament the 
Church was not required to go out to the other 
nations.  God testified to the other nations by 
His judgments and the mighty works He did for 

His people.  But in the New Testament God 
tells His Church to go out and make disciples of 
all nations. 

THE OUT-POURING 
To know the full meaning of the Holy Spirit 

being poured out we must look back just a little 
again.  We see this as the last of the great and 
wonderful works of God in the coming of Jesus 
Christ.  The promised Redeemer had come into 
the world.  God had spoken in His Son, the 
Word had become flesh.  So we see His virgin 
birth, His mighty words and works, His perfect 
life, His death on the cross, His resurrection 
and ascension.  These were what made the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit possible. 

The Holy Spirit was sent of the Father for 
the Son to apply the work that the Son had 
finished.  Jesus Christ had died for the sins of 
His people, the Church, and had gone again to 
the Father.  He had gone to the throne at the 
right hand of the Father to rule and to pray for 
us.  Now the Spirit came to make the Word and 
work of Jesus Christ effective in the hearts of 
His people. 

THE POWER OF PENTECOST  
The Church has received power.  It is that 

power that we see at Pentecost.  It is that 
power which the Church still has, but she 
forgets it so often.  It is that power, boys and 
girls, that we have as members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ.  But we must remember all that 
Christ said through the prophets, through His 
servants, through His mighty works in the Old 
Testament, for they tell us very much about 
what we as a grown-up Church must be doing. 
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We must also remember His birth of Mary, 
His words and works, His perfect life, His death 
and resurrection, His ascension, His sitting on 
the right hand of the Father.  Yes, we must 
remember too that He is coming again, but not 
until the work of the Holy Spirit, in and 
through the grown-up Church, is finished.  
Then the Church will be perfect as God intends 
her to be perfect. 

OUR WORK 
It is in that work of the Holy Spirit that 

you and I must be busy.  You, as boys and girls 
have much to do.  One of the most important of 
those things is getting ready for when you are 
grown-up within the Church.  We will go on to 
see in what ways God will use us as we see how 
He used the people and the circumstances of 
the time that the Book of Acts was written.  
That will help to know how He will use us. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  Pentecost shows us that the Church had grown up and was now ready for every 

member to tell about God's wonderful works in Christ. 

♦ 2.  Pentecost tells us that now the Church is to make disciples of all nations.  The 
Church is to fulfill the promise to Abraham that in his Seed all the families of the earth 
would be blessed. 

♦ 3.  The Holy Spirit is given for power.  This power gives the Church the words to 
speak and the courage to say them.  The Holy Spirit is the power who then makes 
these words do mighty works in the hearts of those that hear. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON: 
1.  Why did God give the Holy Spirit to people in the Old Testament?  Can you give an 

example? 

2.  Why was the Spirit poured on everyone in the New Testament Church?   

3.  Why is the Church at Pentecost like a young person making profession of faith?   

4.  What other name does Jesus give to the Holy Spirit besides Comforter?   
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5.  For what purpose is the power of Pentecost? 

6.  What does the fact that Christ finished His work have to do with the sending of the 
Spirit?   

7.  Why is it important to know about the childhood of the Church?   

8.  In connection with the work of the Holy Spirit, when does Christ return?   

9.  For what purpose is the Holy Spirit promised to you?   

10.  What will the book of Acts teach us? 

WRITTEN WORK: (SECOND YEAR)  
1.  How long did Christ say in John 14  that the Spirit would be with His people? 

2.  What great works of God had to be done before the Spirit would be sent upon the 
Church? 
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LESSON 3 

CHRIST’S PARTING COMMAND AND 
PENTECOST 

REVIEW QUESTIONS:  
1.  What is the Church?  (L.  1)  

2. Did the Christian church begin when Jesus came?  (L. 1,2) 

3.  What great event marked the beginning of the New Testament Church?  (L.  2) 

4.  Why was the Spirit poured on the Church?  (L. 2) 

MEMORY QUESTIONS: 

7.  What did Christ command His Church before He ascended? 
In Matthew 28: 19,20 we read, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.”  

8.  What has Pentecost to do with Christ’s command? 
At Pentecost, Christ sent the Church His Spirit to make them able to obey His 
command.  (Matt.  10:20, John 14:26) 

READ CAREFULLY: 
Matthew 10:16-42; John 16; Acts 2 
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LESSON DISCUSSION: 
Just before Christ ascended to heaven, He 

had another talk with His disciples.  You will 
have noticed from Acts 1 that the disciples 
asked Jesus if He was now going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel.  They evidently still did not 
understand Christ’s work correctly.  They had 
the Word, but did not understand the Word.  
They had the Old Testament and all the 
teachings of Jesus, but they were still looking 
for an earthly kingdom for the Jews. 

THE COMMAND 
It is to these that Christ says,  “Go 

therefore, into all the world and make 
disciples.”  You would think that these people 
could not do that.  They are not ready.  They 
will bring the wrong message.  They will stir up 
the people against the Romans who are ruling 
over them.  But when the day of Pentecost 
came, it was altogether different.  They were all 
in Jerusalem in an upper room waiting for the 
promise that Christ had made to them.  And 
when the Spirit came, wonderful things 
happened.  These people began to teach.  They 
began to make disciples. 

We notice here, that for the beginning of 
the Church, God used special means as well as 
the usual means.  He caused people to speak in 
other languages and also caused those listening 
to understand in their own language.  Today, if 
we want someone to understand in his own 
language, we must learn that language or use 
an interpreter.  But on that day they needed no 
interpreter.  For you know that there were 
many people gathered at Jerusalem from all 
over the world.  They had come for the feast of 
Pentecost. 

THE MESSAGE 
Notice the message they now bring.  It is 

not about the kingdom of Israel the way they 
understood it before.  It is about the promise 
that God had made to Abraham—the promise of 
life, of salvation.  Peter said to them, “For the 
promise is to you and to your children, and to 
all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.”  (Acts 2:39) 

COURAGE 
Now we see the Word truly being preached.  

And Peter, who had run away when the Jews 
crucified Christ; Peter, who had denied his Lord 
when the people asked him if he was one of the 
disciples, now says to these same people that 
they had with wicked hands crucified the Lord.  
But also that God had raised Him from the 
dead. 

REPENT! 
You will notice that Peter does not go easy 

with these people.  He does not try to win them 
by saying nice things to them.  Now Peter says 
to them,  “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins.”  He went on to say, “Be 
saved from this perverse generation.”(Acts 
2:38,40)  It is surely a different Peter.  Surely 
these are different apostles and disciples.  No 
they are the same ones.  But now the Holy 
Spirit was in them.   

SALVATION 
Notice that not only does the Word appear 

with power, but the sacrament also.  All these 
three thousand that were saved were baptized. 
“Then those who gladly received his word were 
baptized.”  (Acts 2:41)  Most likely the Lord’s 
Supper also appears here, for it says, “They 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and 
prayers.” 

Another thing that God used here for the 
beginning of the Church was many signs and 
wonders.  See verse 43 of Acts 2.  And He used 
the witness of the life of the people as they were 
“praising God and having favor with all the 
people.”  (Acts 2:47) 

How much this little group that was hiding 
itself for fear of the Jews had been changed.  
For the Spirit of promise, the Holy Spirit, had 
come upon them and given them power.  He 
had given them the right understanding.  He 
had given them words to speak.  
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POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  The Holy Spirit gave the apostles an understanding of how the Old Testament 

spoke of Christ and His work. 

♦ 2.  The Holy Spirit gave the apostles the courage to apply the Word of God from the 
Old Testament and the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, to the 
people. 

♦ 3.  When the Word is truly preached as Peter did, it will not make people feel good, 
but will make them feel terrible because of their sins. 

♦ 4.  God used the signs and wonders at Pentecost and later, to support the Word.  

 QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON: 
1.  What will happen to those who don’t confess Christ, but deny Him instead?  (Matthew 

16)  

2.  Why did Christ say it was good for the church that He went away?  (John 16)  

3.  What message would the Holy Spirit bring the world?  (John 16)  

4.  Why was everyone amazed when the apostles started preaching at Pentecost?   

5.  Where and when did all the different languages in the world come from anyway?  Why?   

6.  Whom did Peter say caused Christ to be crucified? 
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7.  How do we know that when Jesus ascended, the disciples still didn’t understand the Old 
Testament? 

8.  Can you show how Peter was changed at Pentecost from what he was before?   

9.  What promise was preached at Pentecost?  Show that this was not a new promise.   

10.  How does Peter’s sermon show that the gospel doesn’t make people feel good right 
away? 

11.  What three things does the last part of your lesson say the Holy Spirit had given the 
Church? 

WRITTEN WORK: (SECOND YEAR)  
1.  Whom does Christ tell His disciples to fear in the part of Matthew you have read? 

2.  How many were added to the Church and what did they receive? 

3.  How were people added to the Church?  (Acts 2:47) 



Lesson 4—Words, Wonders, and Oneness 

13 

LESSON 4 

WORDS, WONDERS, AND ONENESS 

REVIEW QUESTIONS:  
1.  What is the Church?  (L.  1)  

2.  What great works of God needed to be done before the Holy Spirit would come?  (L. 2)  

3. What was Christ’s parting command?  (L.  3) 

4. What did Christ’s parting command have to do with Pentecost?  (L.  3) 

MEMORY QUESTIONS: 

9.  What great miracle did God do through Peter and John? 
God healed a man who was born lame, who was more than forty years old. 

10.  What did Peter do as soon as the people saw what was done? 
Peter immediately preached the Word to the people. 

11.  How did the Holy Spirit use these wonders that the apostles did? 
The Holy Spirit used these wonders to support the words He spoke through the 
apostles and disciples. 

12.  How did the Church, the body of Christ, show itself to the world?  

The Church showed itself as one body with each member caring for the other. 
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READ CAREFULLY: 
Acts 3 and 4 

LESSON DISCUSSION: 
Not many days have passed since the Holy 

Spirit came upon the Church and already this 
small and fearful group of disciples who had 
been hiding in Jerusalem have grown to over 
five thousand. 

FEAR 
In Acts 2:43 we read of fear which came 

upon every soul.  Who are these?  Well surely 
the believers must have been filled with awe 
and wonder at the marvelous power of the 
Word and Spirit of Christ.  We may be quite 
sure as well, that every believer had a thankful 
fear of God—for hadn’t He saved them—the 
ones who had crucified Christ?  They had been 
such great sinners.  They had deserved such 
great judgment from Christ.  But He not only 
spared them, He brought them into His line.  
Do we have such a reverence?  We may also say 
that a real fear came on all the Jews through 
the preaching of the apostles. 

Often we think that we must be easy with 
people if we would bring them to Christ.  As the 
Holy Spirit was speaking through Peter, again 
and again he tells these people to their face how 
great and terrible their sins were.  He tells 
them to repent and be saved.  Peter is not one 
bit afraid to speak about judgment and promise 
at the same time.  In Chapter Four of Acts we 

find that wonderful testimony of Peter and 
John, when they were before the rulers, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen 
to you more than to God, you judge.  “For we 
cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.”  (Acts 4:19,20)   

But what were these wonders for?  Was it 
just to heal the man who was lame?  Was it just 
because Peter and John felt so sorry for him?  If 
that was true there were many others who 
needed healing who were not healed.  No, the 
Holy Spirit was using this to support the Word! 

SUPPORT FOR THE WORD  
The whole Bible was not yet written.  Peter 

showed the people that they were preaching the 
Old Testament, and the Holy Spirit gave extra 
proof by working these wonders through the 
disciples.  If we see this, we do not wonder quite 
so much that this little group of people, these 
apostles, were not afraid even though so many 
and such powerful people were against them. 

We see how God used His Word.  Some 
believed; some raged.  But they were cut to the 
heart. 

Before we close this lesson, we must notice 
two more things.  The rulers said to each other, 
“These men have been with Jesus.”  John and 
Peter said, “We cannot keep quiet!”  Isn’t that 
wonderful?  May it be true of you and of me. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  God had changed the fearful disciples into bold apostles and a growing Church by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

♦ 2.  The message of the gospel (good news) first tells people how terrible their sins 
are.  They must repent. 

♦ 3.  Signs and wonders are given by God to support the Word. 

♦ 4.  The Word of God is powerful.  It penetrates to the heart.  Some believe.  Some 
rage.  The Word is the same today. 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON: 
1.  Why did fear come upon every soul because of the apostles’ teaching?   

2.  In Acts 3, who or what did Peter say made the lame man whole?   

3.  What great sin did Peter tell the people they had done?   

4.  What did Peter tell the people to do? 

5.  What part of the Bible did Peter refer to in his speeches? 

6.  How many quotations from the Old Testament can you find in Acts 3 & 4? 

7. In Acts 4, when the rulers noticed the boldness of Peter and John, with whom did they 
remember the apostles had been? 

8. What did the apostles pray for after they had been threatened? 

9. How can we grow up to be bold and fearless in the Lord’s work like the apostles? 

10. What was the reason God did all these miracles through the apostles? 



Lesson 4—Words, Wonders, and Oneness 

16 

WRITTEN WORK: (SECOND YEAR)  
1.  Write one of the quotations Peter made from the Old Testament. 

 

2.  For what did the members of the Church pray? 



Lesson 5—Discipline, Death, and Fear 

17 

LESSON 5 

DISCIPLINE, DEATH, AND FEAR 

REVIEW QUESTIONS:  
1.  When did the Church begin?  (L.  1)  

2.  What great event marked the beginning of the New Testament Church?  (L.  2) 

3.  What is the connection between Pentecost and Christ’s parting command?  (L.  3) 

4.  What was the purpose of the signs and wonders God did through the apostles?  (L.  4) 

MEMORY QUESTIONS: 

13.  Why did Ananias and Sapphira bring money to the apostles? 
Because others in the Church sold their lands or houses, and brought the money 
to the apostles so they could give it to those who had need in the Church. 

14.  Did Ananias and Sapphira bring all the money they received for the possession? 
No, they did not bring all the money, but made it look as if they did. 

15.  Why did Ananias and Sapphira try to deceive the apostles? 
They wanted to have the praise of men and some of the money also. 

16.  What did Peter say that Ananias and Sapphira had done? 
Peter said, “You have not lied to men but to God.” (Acts 5:4) 
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17.  What happened to Ananias and Sapphira? 
God smote them both so they died. 

18.  Did this help build the Church? 
We read in Acts 5:11,14, “So great fear came upon all the church and upon all 
who heard these things…and believers were increasingly added to the Lord.”  

READ CAREFULLY: 
Acts 4:32 - 5:16; Lord’s Day 31 of the Heidelberg Catechism. 

LESSON DISCUSSION: 
 Once again we see the Holy Spirit working 

in the Church.  But we are a little surprised at 
the means that He uses.  Yet, we should not be 
surprised.  Why not?  Because He is fighting 
against Satan’s work in the Church. 

SATAN’S WORK 
Satan is trying to use something very 

wonderful in the Church for his work of 
destruction.  Did you notice when you read Acts 
5:3 that Peter said to Ananias, “Why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit?”  And 
yet we know that Ananias was talking to Peter 
and the other apostles.  But you see, young 
people, the Holy Spirit had been sent out, 
poured out upon the Church.  These men then, 
were representatives of God.  That is why Peter 
said, “You have not lied to men, but to God.” 

But did they have to be punished so 
severely?  Yes, they did.  (If we would say they 
didn’t, we would be wiser than God, wouldn’t 
we?  And we surely do not want to try to be 
that.)  But does God always punish in just that 
way?  No, He does not always do that.  Ananias 
and Sapphira were an example. 

DANGER OF DEATH 
But do you know, boys and girls, that when 

Satan fills our hearts, we are in danger of 
death?  Maybe not physical death at that 
moment, as was true of Ananias and Sapphira, 
but of something far worse, that is, spiritual 
death. 

You see again how Satan is fighting to 
destroy the Church.  You see how he even uses 
members of the Church.  The temptation he 
used is one that he still uses very much today.  
It is two-fold: He used the love of money and 
the love of the praise of men.  These people 
wanted both.  They received death. 

DISCIPLINE FOR BUILDING 
But does God really use such discipline for 

the building of the Church?  If people become 
afraid to join the Church, does that really help 
to build it?  Let me quote to you once again 
what we find in Acts 5:13 and 14, “Yet none of 
the rest dared join them, but the people 
esteemed them highly.  And believers were 
increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of 
both men and women.”  And just a little before 
this in verse 11, “So great fear came upon all 
the church and upon all who heard these 
things.”  God used this for the building of His 
Church. 

GOD ADDS TO THE CHURCH 
Remember, we do not add people to the 

Church by being nice to them.  Now be careful, 
though.  I do not mean that we must not love 
our neighbor as ourselves.  But I do mean that 
we can never be nice to people about their sin.  
We must tell them what God thinks about it. 

So, once again, we do not add people to the 
Church by being nice to them.  God adds people 
to the Church because we preach the Word to 
them.  We may not let our ideas get in the way 
of God’s work.  And then when Satan begins to 
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use members of the Church in the way that he 
was using these two, it is time that great fear 
comes upon the Church and all those that hear 
these things.  God will use it.   

How dangerous is the love of money!   How 
dangerous is the love of the praise of men!  How 
dangerous it is when in the Church we think we 
are wiser than God and do not have the 
discipline we ought to have so that God may 
use discipline to add to the Church.  How 
dangerous when we are afraid to make people 
fear! 

FEAR 
Did God, then, use this death of these two 

people?  Yes, indeed.  God used it to bring fear 
into the hearts of people.  Fear of God.  Fear to 
be a member of the Church unless there was 

really and truly faith.  That is what the Church 
is—it is the gathering of believers.  Not of 
unbelievers.  Unbelievers ought to be afraid, 
ought not dare to join the Church. 

SUPPORT FOR THE WORD  
Now, in closing this lesson, I want you to 

notice that here, too, God used special wonders 
and miracles just after this happened.  We have 
noticed before that this was to support the 
Word as it was brought by the apostles and 
disciples.  But notice now that God also works 
them through His apostles to support the word 
of discipline that Peter brought. 

God wants to keep His Church pure and 
holy.  He uses fear to build and spread His 
Church. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER: 
♦ 1.  The love of money and the love of the praise of men are deadly sins. 

♦ 2.  When you lie to elders, ministers, parents, or teachers, you are lying to the Holy 
Spirit, to God, and are placing yourself in deadly peril. 

♦ 3.  Unbelievers should be afraid to join the Church. 

♦ 4.  Our niceness does not build the Church.  God’s discipline does.  We do not build 
the Church by our ways, but God does by His ways. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LESSON: 
1.  From Lord’s Day 31 of the Heidelberg Catechism, what are the purposes of discipline?   

2.  How was Satan trying to destroy the Church?   

3.  Whom did Peter and the other apostles represent?   
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4.  When Satan fills our heart, what kind of danger are we in?   

5.  What two-fold temptation did Satan use with Ananias and Sapphira?   

6.  What came over the whole Church after the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira?   

7.  How does God use fear? 

8.  If God does not use our niceness to build the Church, how does He use us?   

WRITTEN WORK: (SECOND YEAR)  
1.  Do you think that we are afraid to make people fear in the Church today? 

2.  Why do we read of all the miracles that took place right after the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira? 

3.  What does Paul say about the love of money in I Timothy 6:6-10? 

4.  What do we find out about one of the sins of Ananias and Sapphira in John 12:42, 43? 


